
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday, March 5, 2023 

Second Sunday in Lent 
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WELCOME!   WE’RE SO GLAD YOU’RE HERE! 
 
WELCOME 
PRELUDE   
 
Please stand if you are comfortable doing so. 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, who journeys with us these forty days, and sustains 

us with the gift of grace. 

C: Amen. 

P: Let us acknowledge before God and one another our need for repentance and God’s 

mercy. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

P: Holy God, 

C: we confess to you our faults and failings. 

Too often we neglect and do not trust your holy word; 

we take for ourselves instead of giving to others; 

we spoil rather than steward your creation; 

we cause hurt though you call us to heal; 

we choose fear over compassion. 

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 

as we seek to follow in your way of life. 

Amen. 

P: Hear the good news: 

God so loved the world that God gave the only Son, so that all may receive life. This promise 

is for you! 

God embraces you with divine mercy, 

forgives you in Christ’s name, 

and revives you in the Spirit’s power. 

C: Amen. 

 
PEACE 
P:  The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C:  And also with you.  

Worshippers are invited to share a verbal greeting like “Peace of the Lord,” or “God’s 
peace be with you,” with their neighbors. 
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GATHERING SONG                                 LIFT HIGH THE CROSS  

               (ELW 660) 

 
 

GREETING 

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. 
C:  And also with you. 
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KYRIE                 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

A: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

A: Let us pray. 

C: O God, our leader and guide, in the waters of baptism you bring us to new birth to live 

as your children. Strengthen our faith in your promises, that by your Spirit we may lift up 

your life to all the world through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 
Please be seated. 
TEACHING TIME FOR CHILDREN 

After the children’s sermon, kids ages 3-11 are welcome to join us in the fellowship hall for 
Children’s church! They will rejoin the congregation before offering time.  
 

FIRST READING:  GENESIS 12: 1-4a 

A reading from Genesis. 

1The LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house 

to the land that I will show you. 2I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you, and 

make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3I will bless those who bless you, and 

the one who curses you I will curse; and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” 

 4aSo Abram went, as the LORD had told him; and Lot went with him. 

A: Word of God, word of life. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 
PSALM: PSALM 121 

1I lift up my eyes | to the hills; 

  from where is my | help to come? 

 2My help comes | from the LORD, 

  the maker of heav- | en and earth. 

 3The LORD will not let your | foot be moved 

  nor will the one who watches over you | fall asleep. 

 4Behold, the keep- | er of Israel 

  will neither slum- | ber nor sleep; R 

 5the LORD watches | over you; 

  the LORD is your shade at | your right hand; 

 6the sun will not strike | you by day, 
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  nor the | moon by night. 

 7The LORD will preserve you | from all evil 

  and will | keep your life. 

 8The LORD will watch over your going out and your | coming in, 

  from this time forth for- | evermore. R 

 

SECOND READING: ROMANS 4: 1-5, 13-17 

A reading from Romans. 

1What then are we to say was gained by Abraham, our ancestor according to the flesh? 2For 

if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God. 
3For what does the scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as 

righteousness.” 4Now to one who works, wages are not reckoned as a gift but as something 

due. 5But to one who without works trusts him who justifies the ungodly, such faith is 

reckoned as righteousness. 

 13For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his 

descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. 14If it is the adherents 

of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. 15For the law brings 

wrath; but where there is no law, neither is there violation. 

 16For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be 

guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to those 

who share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, 17as it is written, “I have 

made you the father of many nations”)—in the presence of the God in whom he believed, 

who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist. 

A: Word of God, word of life. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

Please stand if you are comfortable doing so. 
 
 
Gospel Acclamation 
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GOSPEL: JOHN 3: 1-17 

P: The holy gospel according to John. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
1Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. 2He came to Jesus by 

night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God; for 

no one can do these signs that you do apart from the presence of God.” 3Jesus answered 

him, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from 

above.” 4Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born after having grown old? Can one 

enter a second time into the mother’s womb and be born?” 5Jesus answered, “Very truly, I 

tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. 
6What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7Do not be 

astonished that I said to you, ‘You must be born from above.’ 8The wind blows where it 

chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where 

it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 9Nicodemus said to him, “How can 

these things be?” 10Jesus answered him, “Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not 

understand these things? 

 11“Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen; yet 

you do not receive our testimony. 12If I have told you about earthly things and you do not 

believe, how can you believe if I tell you about heavenly things? 13No one has ascended into 

heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 14And just as Moses 

lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15that whoever 

believes in him may have eternal life. 

 16“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in 

him may not perish but may have eternal life. 17“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the 

world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him.” 

A: The gospel of our Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON 
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HYMN OF THE DAY:                                                        TREE OF LIFE AND AWESOME MYSTERY 
            (ELW 334) 
 

 
   

 

 
 
APOSTLES CREED  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 



9 | A d v e n t  L u t h e r a n  C h u r c h   

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
A: Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all of 

creation. God, you promise us life and blessing through your Son Jesus. Help us to believe 

you, and trust you, not just with our words, but with our actions, and in the thoughts of our 

hearts. Merciful God,  

C: Receive our prayer.  

A: Spirit of God, you give us a new birth and guide us with a mother’s care. Inspire our 

teaching ministries, including Children’s Church, Confirmation, Adult Education, Bible 

Studies, Pint and Ponder, and our Spiritual Gifts Class. Teach us to use the gifts you give us 

to help others. Merciful God,  

C: Receive our prayer.  

A: You declared your love for this world by sending your Son to dwell among us. Send your 

people out with messages of love to share with their neighborhoods. Strengthen outreach 

and evangelism in all churches, including St. John’s Lutheran Church in Baroda and Reverend 

Kenneth Babcock, their pastor. Locally, we pray for the staff and leadership of Lake Ann 

Camp. Merciful God,  

C: Receive our prayer.  

A: You were lifted up on the cross to heal us from our sin. Help us to look upon your 

wounds, and turn away from our violent ways.  Continue to walk with the community at 

Michigan State, and all communities victimized by gun violence. Grant healing to the 

wounded, the grieving, and the traumatized. Lift before our eyes the need for change. 

Merciful God,  

C: Receive our prayer.  

A: You promised to bless all families through Abraham. Bless all who trace their lineage to 

Abraham, including Christians, Jews, and Muslims. Help us be a blessing to one another. 
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Make us a blessing and a support to our siblings of other faiths. Help us to speak out against 

any attacks against them.  Merciful God,  

C: Receive our prayer.  

A: Light of the world, shine with hope and healing on any who struggle in body, mind or 

spirit, including Blanche, Brian, Bryan, Charlie, Craig, Ellen, Hal, Jack, Jacque, Jan, Juanita, 

John, Kathy, Ken, Liz, Lori, Mark, Mary, Mel, Rob and Staci, and all others we lift aloud now 

or hold in our hearts. Merciful God,  

C: Receive our prayer.  

A: We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your steadfast love and your promise to 

renew your whole creation; through Jesus Christ our Savior.  

C: Amen. 

 
 
NOISY OFFERING                    LAKE ANN PEACE PARK AT ADVENT LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 
OFFERING  We give our gifts to God with joy! 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 

A: Let us pray.   

C: God of good gifts, receive these and all our offerings as we present them in faithful 

service for the sake of your gospel. Prepare our hearts to receive you in this meal as you 

pour out your very presence through Christ Jesus, the wellspring of eternal life. 

Amen. 

 
DIALOG & PREFACE 
P:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you. 
P:  Lift up your hearts. 
C:  We lift them to the Lord. 
P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C:  It is right to give our thanks and praise 
 
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; … And 
so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise 
your name and join their unending hymn: 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  

 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 
THE LORD'S PRAYER 
C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever.  Amen 
 
 
Please be seated 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P: Taste and see that the Lord is good.  
C:  Amen. 
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COMMUNION SONG 

 
 
COMMUNION SONG                     BLESSED ASSURANCE  
    (ELW 638) 
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Please stand if you are comfortable doing so. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
A: Let us pray. 
C: Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of heaven. Sustain us in our Lenten 

pilgrimage: may our fasting be hunger for justice; our alms, a making of peace; and our 

prayer, the song of grateful hearts, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 
Please be seated. 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Please stand if you are comfortable doing so. 
 
BLESSING 
P: God, the giver of love, 
+ Christ, the resurrection and the life, 
and the Holy Spirit of rebirth 
bless you in this season of growth. 
C: Amen. 

 
SENDING SONG       HOW FIRM A FOUNDATION  
     (ELW 796)  
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DISMISSAL 
A: Advent is… 
C: Connecting through Christ! 
A: Go in peace. Remember the poor. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Guests, we’d love to keep in touch! 
We encourage you to introduce yourselves to Pastor Tim. 

Please sign our guest book in the narthex. God is doing great things in this community! We 
can’t wait to share them with you! 

 
We encourage you to sign up for Advent’s WEEKLY FEED for more events and details.  Sign 

up by going to Advent’s website at adventlakeann.org and clicking on the sign up link. 
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Coming Up at Advent Lutheran Church: March 5 - 11  
 

MA! (Moms of Advent) 
Monday, March 6 - 6:00-8:00 PM 

 
Grief Support Group 

Monday, March 6 - 6:30 PM 
 

Orchard Creek 
Wednesday, March 8 - 1:15 pm  

 
Spiritual Gifts Class Zoom 

Wednesday, March 8 - 6:00 PM 
 

Zoom Bible Study 
Thursday, March 10 - 10:00 AM 

 

 

Anniversaries This Week 

Diana and Doug Cunningham - 3/6 

 

Birthdays This Week 
Brookelyn Witzke - 3/6 

Max Stowe - 3/8 
Tim Jahn - 3/10 

 
Assisting in Worship Today 

Presiding Minister: Tim Jahn 

Music Provided By: Hyemin Kim 
Altar Care: Bethany Uhl 

Communion Bread: Our youth discipleship class 
Fellowship: Doug and Diane Cunningham 

Service Assistant: Ken Haines 

Communion Assistants: Ken Haines and Nancy Dow 
Greeter: Laura Ketchum-Jahn 

Ushers: Paul Leman and Peggy Burns 
Acolyte: Soren Jahn 

AV Assistant: Heather Stetson-Leman 

Counters: 
Jill Miller and  

Heather Stetson-Leman 
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We thank all those who have assisted us today. If you would like to assist in future 
worship services, please contact the church office. 

 
See you next Sunday, March 12, 2023! 

 
Please give to support Advent’s ministry: 

https://adventlakeann.org/support-our-ministry 
www.adventlakeann.org 

PO Box 249 
Lake Ann, MI 49650 

 
CONNECTING THROUGH CHRIST 

All liturgy and other music from Sundays and Seasons.com.  Copyright 2017 Augsburg 
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Annual License #24120.  Hymns reprinted under Onelicense #A726225 or CCLI License # 

2704054. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian 
Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.  
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