
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Sunday, February 12, 2023 

6th Sunday after Epiphany 
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WELCOME!   WE’RE SO GLAD YOU’RE HERE! 
 
WELCOME 
PRELUDE   
 
Please stand if you are comfortable doing so. 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
P: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets 

are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 

may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Most merciful God, 

C: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 

undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors 

as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew 

us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of 

your holy name. Amen. 

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 

forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his 

authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of 

the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

 
PEACE 
P:  The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C:  And also with you.  
 

Worshippers are invited to share a verbal greeting like “Peace of the Lord,” or “God’s 
peace be with you,” with their neighbors. 
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GATHERING SONG                            COME ALL YOU PEOPLE: UYAIMOSE       

               (ELW 819) 

 

 
 

 

GREETING 

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. 
C:  And also with you. 
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KYRIE  

 

 

 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
A: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

A: Let us pray. 

C: O God, the strength of all who hope in you, because we are weak mortals we 

accomplish nothing good without you. Help us to see and understand the things we ought 

to do, and give us grace and power to do them, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 
Please be seated. 
TEACHING TIME FOR CHILDREN 

After the children’s sermon, kids ages 3-11 are welcome to join us in the fellowship hall for 
Children’s church! They will rejoin the congregation before offering time.  
 

FIRST READING:  DUETERONOMY 30: 15-20 
A reading from Deuteronomy. 

[Moses said to the people:] 15See, I have set before you today life and prosperity, death and 

adversity. 16If you obey the commandments of the LORD your God that I am commanding 

you today, by loving the LORD your God, walking in his ways, and observing his 

commandments, decrees, and ordinances, then you shall live and become numerous, and 

the LORD your God will bless you in the land that you are entering to possess. 17But if your 

heart turns away and you do not hear, but are led astray to bow down to other gods and 

serve them, 18I declare to you today that you shall perish; you shall not live long in the land 

that you are crossing the Jordan to enter and possess. 19I call heaven and earth to witness 

against you today that I have set before you life and death, blessings and curses. Choose life 

so that you and your descendants may live, 20loving the LORD your God, obeying him, and 
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holding fast to him; for that means life to you and length of days, so that you may live in the 

land that the LORD swore to give to your ancestors, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob. 

A: Word of God, word of life. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 
PSALM: PSALM 119: 1-8 
 1Happy are they whose | way is blameless, 

  who follow the teaching | of the LORD! 

 2Happy are they who observe | your decrees 

  and seek you with | all their hearts, 

 3who never do | any wrong, 

  but always walk | in your ways. 

 4You laid down | your commandments, 

  that we should | fully keep them. R 

 5Oh, that my ways were made | so direct 

  that I might | keep your statutes! 

 6Then I should not be | put to shame, 

  when I regard all | your commandments. 

 7I will thank you with | a true heart, 

  when I have learned your | righteous judgments. 

 8I will | keep your statutes; 

  do not utter- | ly forsake me. R 

 

SECOND READING: 1 CORINTHIANS 3: 1-9 

A reading from 1 Corinthians. 

1Brothers and sisters, I could not speak to you as spiritual people, but rather as people of 

the flesh, as infants in Christ. 2I fed you with milk, not solid food, for you were not ready for 

solid food. Even now you are still not ready, 3for you are still of the flesh. For as long as 

there is jealousy and quarreling among you, are you not of the flesh, and behaving 

according to human inclinations? 4For when one says, “I belong to Paul,” and another, “I 

belong to Apollos,” are you not merely human? 

 5What then is Apollos? What is Paul? Servants through whom you came to believe, as the 

Lord assigned to each. 6I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth. 7So neither the 

one who plants nor the one who waters is anything, but only God who gives the growth. 
8The one who plants and the one who waters have a common purpose, and each will 
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receive wages according to the labor of each. 9For we are God’s servants, working together; 

you are God’s field, God’s building. 

A: Word of God, word of life. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 
Please stand if you are comfortable doing so. 
Gospel Acclamation 

 

 
 
 
GOSPEL: MATTHEW 5: 21-37 
A: The holy gospel according to Matthew. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 21“You have heard that it was said to those of ancient times, 

‘You shall not murder’; and ‘whoever murders shall be liable to judgment.’ 22But I say to you 

that if you are angry with a brother or sister, you will be liable to judgment; and if you insult 

a brother or sister, you will be liable to the council; and if you say, ‘You fool,’ you will be 

liable to the hell of fire. 23So when you are offering your gift at the altar, if you remember 

that your brother or sister has something against you, 24leave your gift there before the 

altar and go; first be reconciled to your brother or sister, and then come and offer your gift. 
25Come to terms quickly with your accuser while you are on the way to court with him, or 

your accuser may hand you over to the judge, and the judge to the guard, and you will be 

thrown into prison. 26Truly I tell you, you will never get out until you have paid the last 

penny. 

 27“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’ 28But I say to you that 

everyone who looks at a woman with lust has already committed adultery with her in his 

heart. 29If your right eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it away; it is better for you 
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to lose one of your members than for your whole body to be thrown into hell. 30And if your 

right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away; it is better for you to lose one of 

your members than for your whole body to go into hell. 

 31“It was also said, ‘Whoever divorces his wife, let him give her a certificate of divorce.’ 
32But I say to you that anyone who divorces his wife, except on the ground of unchastity, 

causes her to commit adultery; and whoever marries a divorced woman commits adultery. 

 33“Again, you have heard that it was said to those of ancient times, ‘You shall not swear 

falsely, but carry out the vows you have made to the Lord.’ 34But I say to you, Do not swear 

at all, either by heaven, for it is the throne of God, 35or by the earth, for it is his footstool, or 

by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the great King. 36And do not swear by your head, for you 

cannot make one hair white or black. 37Let your word be ‘Yes, Yes’ or ‘No, No’; anything 

more than this comes from the evil one.” 

 

P: The gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

SERMON 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY:                                             GOD, WHEN HUMAN BONDS ARE BROKEN 
      (ELW 603) 
 

       
 



10 | A d v e n t  L u t h e r a n  C h u r c h   

 
APOSTLES CREED  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
A: Guided by the Light of Christ, let us lift up our prayers for the Church, the World, and all 
of God’s good creation.  
Lord Jesus, you teach us how to live in mutual trust and compassion. Fill us with your Spirit, 
and give us the strong desire to grow in faith and love. God of Mercy, 
C: Receive our prayer. 
A: Empower your Church to be a community of learning and growth, where our faith 
connects with everyday life. Today we pray for the ministry of Grace Evangelical Lutheran 
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Church in Alpena and Rev-erend Tom Orth, their pastor, that they would grow and 
encourage disciples of all ages. God of Mercy, 
C: Receive our prayer. 
A: Loving God, deliver your children from harm. We pray with troubled hearts for the tens 
of thousands who have lost loved ones in the massive earthquake which struck Turkey and 
Syria. Give strength and protection to aid workers. Keep the victims on our hearts and 
minds as the months pass. God of Mercy, 
C: Receive our prayer. 
A: Guide our words, and even our thoughts, that we would better reflect your love. Set a 
guard over our hearts, so that we would speak with care and compassion, in person, in 
writing, or online. 
God of Mercy, 
C: Receive our prayer. 
A: Be with families in conflict, and guide them in finding peace. Protect all victims of 
domestic violence, and help us to see, hear, and help them. God of Mercy, 
C: Receive our prayer. 
A: Shine your light of healing on all those in pain of body, mind or spirit, including the Tuller 
family, Blanche, Brian, Charlie, Craig, Ellen, Hal, Jack, Jacque, Jan, Janet, Juanita, John, Kathy, 
Liz, Lori, Mark, Mary, Mel, Rob, Staci, Tom, and all we name aloud or silently…God of Mercy, 
C: Receive our prayer. 
A: From our hearts to yours, Lord God, we lift all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C: Amen. 
 
 
NOISY OFFERING                  LAKE ANN PEACE PARK AT ADVENT LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 
OFFERING  We give our gifts to God with joy! 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 

A: Let us pray.   

C: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed 

us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have 

gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave himself for us, 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
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DIALOG & PREFACE 
P:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you. 
P:  Lift up your hearts. 
C:  We lift them to the Lord. 
P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C:  It is right to give our thanks and praise 
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; … And 
so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise 
your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  

 

 

 
 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 
THE LORD'S PRAYER 
C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
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and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever.  Amen 
 
Please be seated 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P: Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.  
C:  Amen. 
 
COMMUNION SONG 
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COMMUNION SONG                                            DAY BY DAY   (ELW 790)        

 

 

 
 

DRAW US IN THE SPIRIT’S TETHER (ELW 470) 
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Please stand if you are comfortable doing so. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
A: Let us pray. 
C: We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing 

power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you 

and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Please be seated. 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Please stand if you are comfortable doing so. 
 
 
BLESSING 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 
C: Amen. 
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SENDING SONG                                           JOYFUL, JOYFUL WE ADORE THEE      (ELW 836)         
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DISMISSAL 
A: Advent is… 
C: Connecting through Christ! 
A: Go in peace, Christ is near. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

 
 
 

Guests, we’d love to keep in touch! 
We encourage you to introduce yourselves to Pastor Tim. 

Please sign our guest book in the narthex. God is doing great things in this community! We 
can’t wait to share them with you! 

 
We encourage you to sign up for Advent’s WEEKLY FEED for more events and details.  Sign 

up by going to Advent’s website at adventlakeann.org and clicking on the sign up link. 
 
 

Coming Up at Advent Lutheran Church: February 12-19 
 

Grief Support Group 

Monday, February 13: 6:30 PM 

 

NeedleCrafters 

Wednesday, February 15: 10 AM - 2 PM 

 

Orchard Creek 

Wednesday, February 15: 1:15 PM 

 

Kid's Zoom 

Wednesday, February 15: 6 PM 

 

Zoom Bible Study 

Thursday, February 16: 10 AM 

 

Men’s Breakfast 

Saturday, February 18: 8 AM 
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Birthdays This Week 
Faith Chausee - 2/12 

Doug Cunningham - 2/12 
Dan Erfourth - 2/12 
Josh Baldwin - 2/13 
Todd Bentley  - 2/14 

Bill Kik - 2/16 
 

Assisting in Worship Today 
Presiding Minister: Tim Jahn 

Music Provided By: Hyemin Kim 
Altar Care: Ann Ditlow 

Communion Bread: Lindsay Susalski 

Fellowship: Katy Jenks 
Service Assistant: Paul Leman 

Communion Assistants: Paul Leman and Nancy Dow 
Greeter: Keith Johnson 

Ushers: Peggy Burns and Rena Rudkin 

Acolyte: Soren Jahn 
AV Assistant: Heather Stetson-Leman 

Counters: 
Heather Stetson-Leman  

and Jill Miller 

We thank all those who have assisted us today. If you would like to assist in future 
worship services, please contact the church office. 

 
See you next Sunday, February 19, 2023! 

 
Please give to support Advent’s ministry: 

https://adventlakeann.org/support-our-ministry 
www.adventlakeann.org 

PO Box 249 
Lake Ann, MI 49650 

 
CONNECTING THROUGH CHRIST 
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