
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Sunday, January 8, 2023 

Epiphany of our Lord 
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WELCOME!   
WE’RE SO GLAD YOU’RE HERE! 

 
WELCOME 
PRELUDE   
 
Please stand if you are comfortable doing so. 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God,  

the Word made flesh, our life and our salvation. 

C: Amen. 

P: Trusting the goodness and lovingkindness of God our Savior, let us confess our sin.  

P: God of life, 

C: you promise good news of great joy for all people, 

and call us to be messengers of your peace. 

We confess that too often we hoard our joy, 

our resources, and our security. 

We nurture conflict and build barriers. 

We neglect the needs of our neighbors 

and ignore the groaning of creation. 

Have mercy on us. 

Where we are self-centered, open our hearts. 

Where we are reluctant, give us courage. 

Where we are cynical, restore our trust. 

Renew us with your grace  

and give us again the hope of eternal life in you. 

Amen. 

 

P: Hear the good news: 

We are children of God and heirs of God’s promises through the out-pouring of the Holy 

Spirit. In Jesus we are forgiven and redeemed. Sing with joy, for all the ends of the earth 

shall know the salvation of God. 

C: Amen. 

 

PEACE 
P:  The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C:  And also with you.  
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Worshippers are invited to share a verbal greeting like “Peace of the Lord,” or “God’s 
peace be with you,” with their neighbors. 

 
 

GATHERING SONG                BRIGHTEST AND BEST OF THE STARS 

            (ELW 303)     
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GREETING 
P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. 
C:  And also with you. 
 

KYRIE 

 

 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
A: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

A: Let us pray. 

C: O God, on this day you revealed your Son to the nations by the leading of a star. Lead 

us now by faith to know your presence in our lives, and bring us at last to the full vision of 

your glory, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

Please be seated. 
 
FIRST READING:  ISAIAH 42 
A reading from Isaiah. 

 1Arise, shine; for your light has come, 

  and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you. 

 2For darkness shall cover the earth, 

  and thick darkness the peoples; 

 but the LORD will arise upon you, 

  and his glory will appear over you. 

 3Nations shall come to your light, 

  and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 

 

 4Lift up your eyes and look around; 

  they all gather together, they come to you; 

 your sons shall come from far away, 

  and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms. 

 5Then you shall see and be radiant; 

  your heart shall thrill and rejoice, 

 because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, 
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  the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 

 6A multitude of camels shall cover you, 

  the young camels of Midian and Ephah; 

  all those from Sheba shall come. 

 They shall bring gold and frankincense, 

  and shall proclaim the praise of the LORD. 

A: Word of God, word of life. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 
Please stand if you are comfortable doing so. 
Gospel Acclamation 
 

 

 
 
GOSPEL 
Children are invited to gather with Pastor Tim at the sanctuary entrance. 
 
INTRODUCING THE STORY         Pr. Tim 
HYMN           We Three Kings, V.1 
1 We three kings of Orient are; 
bearing gifts we traverse afar, 
field and fountain, moor and mountain, 
following yonder star. 
 
GOSPEL: Matthew 2:1-23 
P: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
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1 In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the 
East came to Jerusalem, 2 asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? 
For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.” 
 
“KINGS” OR “WISE MEN?”         Pr. Tim 
HYMN         We Three Kings, V. 1 (edited) 
1 From the East, the wise men we are; 
bearing gifts we traverse afar, 
field and fountain, moor and mountain, 
following yonder star. 
 
Refrain:   Oh, star of wonder, star of night, 
  star with royal beauty bright; 
  westward leading, still proceeding, 
  guide us to thy perfect light! 
 
3 When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; 4 and calling 
together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the 
Messiah was to be born. 5 They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written 
by the prophet: ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,  
  are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
  for from you shall come a ruler 
  who is to shepherd my people Israel.’” 
 
 
 
GOLD FOR THE TRUE KING        Pr. Tim 
HYMN          We Three Kings, V. 2 
2 Born a king on Bethlehem’s plain, 
gold I bring to crown him again; 
king forever, ceasing never, 
over us all to reign.   
(Refrain) 
 
7 Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when 
the star had appeared. 8 Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently 
for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay 
him homage.” 9 When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, 
went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child 
was. 10 When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 11 On 
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entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid 
him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, 
frankincense, and myrrh. 12 And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, 
they left for their own country by another road. 
 
FRANKINCENSE FOR WORSHIP        Pr. Tim 
HYMN          We Three Kings, V. 3 
3 Frankincense to offer have I; 
incense owns a deity nigh; 
prayer and praising, gladly raising, 
worshiping God Most High.  
(Refrain) 
 
MYRRH FOR SADNESS         Pr. Tim 
13 Now after they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, 
“Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; 
for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.” 14 Then Joseph got up, took the 
child and his mother by night, and went to Egypt, 15 and remained there until the death of 
Herod. This was to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet, “Out of 
Egypt I have called my son.” 
16 When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, he was 
infuriated, and he sent and killed all the children in and around Bethlehem who were two 
years old or under, according to the time that he had learned from the wise men. 17 Then 
was fulfilled what had been spoken through the prophet Jeremiah: 
  18 “A voice was heard in Ramah, 
  wailing and loud lamentation, 
  Rachel weeping for her children; 
  she refused to be consoled, because they are no more.” 
 
HYMN          We Three Kings, V. 4 
4 Myrrh is mine; its bitter perfume 
breathes a life of gathering gloom; 
sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying, 
sealed in the stone-cold tomb.  
(Refrain) 
 
THE ANGEL’S GOOD NEWS         Pr. Tim 
19 When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt 
and said, 20 Get up, take the child and his mother, and go to the land of Israel, for those 
who were seeking the child’s life are dead. 21 Then Joseph got up, took the child and his 
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mother, and went to the land of Israel. 22 But when he heard that Archelaus was ruling over 
Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there. And after being warned in a 
dream, he went away to the district of Galilee. 23 There he made his home in a town called 
Nazareth, so that what had been spoken through the prophets might be fulfilled, “He will be 
called a Nazorean.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
HYMN           We Three Kings, V. 5 
5 Glorious now behold him arise, 
King and God and Sacrifice; 
Heav’n sings alleluia: 
alleluia the earth replies.  
(Refrain) 
 
 
SERMON 

 
 
NICENE CREED 
C: We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
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he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  

and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
A: Guided by the Light of Christ, let us lift up our prayers for the Church, the World, and all 

of God’s good creation.  God of wisdom, as you enlightened the magi and led them to your 

Son, enlighten us. Guide us by your word, away from comfortable places.  Help us to find 

you in new places this year, and offer you our best gifts. God of Mercy, 

C: Receive our prayer. 

A: God of generosity, all the earth is yours. There was no gift the magi could give that did 

not first come from your creation. Teach us to be generous and enthusiastic in our giving. 

Bless all congregations, as they learn together how to give money, time and hard work to 

your mission. Today we pray for the ministry of Zion Lutheran Church in Woodland and 

Reverend Rebecca Ebb-Speese, their pastor that they would give joyfully to your mission in 

their community. God of Mercy, 

C: Receive our prayer. 

A: God of comfort, console all who mourn, especially those who mourn the death of 

children. Just as you wept with the parents of Bethlehem, weep with all who have 

experienced the same horrible loss. As you sent angels to Joseph, send your angels to all 

those who protect the lives of children, including pediatricians, school staff, therapists, 

social workers and law enforcement. Gather us all together to build a world where every 

child is safe and healthy. God of Mercy, 

C: Receive our prayer. 
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A: God of shelter, as you guided the holy family to Egypt, guide all refugees to a safe home. 

Be with all who are fleeing violence in their home countries, and open the hearts of those 

who can take them in, until they can safely return home. Bless the ministry of Lutheran 

Immigration and Refugee Service, who have engaged in this ministry for over 75 years. God 

of Mercy, 

C: Receive our prayer. 

A: God of light, be with all who struggle in the dark times of winter. By your Holy Spirit, 

guide people with depression or Seasonal Affective Disorder. Help us to care for ourselves 

and care for one another, until brighter days return. God of Mercy, 

C: Receive our prayer. 

A: Shine your light of healing on all those in pain of body, mind or spirit, including the family 

of Margaret, Blanche, Charlie, Craig, Ellen, Hal, Jack, Jacque, Janet, Juanita, John, Mark, 

Mary, Reagan, Rob, Staci, Tom, and Yvonne, and all we name aloud or silently…  God of 

Mercy, 

C: Receive our prayer. 

A: From our hearts to yours, Lord God, we lift all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 

NOISY OFFERING                   ADVENT YOUTH EVENTS FUND 
 
OFFERING  We give our gifts to God with joy! 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 

A: Let us pray.   

Good and loving God, we rejoice in the birth of Jesus, who came among the poor to bring 

the riches of your grace. As you have blessed us with your gifts, let them be blessing for 

others. With the trees of the field, with all earth and heaven, we shout for joy at the coming 

of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 

DIALOG & PREFACE 
P:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you. 
P:  Lift up your hearts. 
C:  We lift them to the Lord. 
P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C:  It is right to give our thanks and praise 
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P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; … And 
so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise 
your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  

 

 

 
 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 
THE LORD'S PRAYER 
C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever.  Amen 
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Please be seated 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P: Jesus, Emmanuel, is with us. Let us eat at his table.  
C:  Amen. 

 
If you are interested in receiving a guiding “Star Word” for 2023, you may take one from the 

basket up front after you commune. 
 
COMMUNION SONG 
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COMMUNION SONG                                                           BEAUTIFUL SAVIOR (ELW 838)  

 

 
 
Please stand if you are comfortable doing so. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
A: Faithful God, 
C: in this meal you have remembered your mercy, bringing heaven to earth in the body 

and blood of Christ. As we wait for the day when all your promises will be fulfilled, sustain 

us and strengthen us by this holy mystery. Guide us toward your promised future, coming 

to birth in Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 
Please be seated. 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Please stand if you are comfortable doing so. 
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BLESSING 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 
C: Amen. 

 
SENDING SONG:                                             ARISE, YOUR LIGHT HAS COME!        
     (ELW 314) 

 
DISMISSAL 
A: Advent is… 
C: Connecting through Christ! 
A: Go in peace, Christ is near. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Guests, we’d love to keep in touch! 
We encourage you to introduce yourselves to Pastor Tim. Please sign our guest book in the 

narthex. God is doing great things in this community! We can’t wait to share them with you! 
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Coming Up at Advent Lutheran Church: January 8-14 
Kid’s Zoom 

Wednesday, January 4 – 6:00 pm 

 

Zoom Bible Study  

Thursday, January 5 – 10:00 am 

 
Birthdays This Week 

David Rudkin - 1/8 
Lis Bank - 1/9 

Claudette Johnson - 1/10 
Cher Baumann - 1/11 

Anniversaries This Week 
Khiela and Eric Alpers - 1/10 

 
We encourage you to sign up for Advent’s WEEKLY FEED for more events and details.  Sign 

up by going to Advent’s website at adventlakeann.org and clicking on the sign up link. 
 

Assisting in Worship Today 
Presiding Minister: Tim Jahn 

Music Provided By: Hyemin Kim 
Altar Care: Bethany Uhl 

Communion Bread: Laura Ketchum-Jahn 
Fellowship Host:  Doug and Diana Cunningham 

Service Assistant: Bethany Uhl 

Communion Assistants: Bethany Uhl and Peggy Burns 
Greeter: Amiee Erfourth 

Ushers: Faith and Scott Chausee 
Acolyte: Ava Erfourth 

AV Assistant: Garrett Ditlow 

Counters: Keith Johnson and Ann Ditlow 
We thank all those who have assisted us today. 

If you would like to assist in future worship services, please contact the church office. 
 

See you next Sunday, January 15, 2023! 
 

 
 
 



18 | A d v e n t  L u t h e r a n  C h u r c h   

Please give to support Advent’s ministry: 
https://adventlakeann.org/support-our-ministry 

www.adventlakeann.org 
PO Box 249 

Lake Ann, MI 49650 
 

CONNECTING THROUGH CHRIST 
All liturgy and other music from Sundays and Seasons.com.  Copyright 2017 Augsburg 

Fortress.  All rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies 
Annual License #24120.  Hymns reprinted under Onelicense #A726225 or CCLI License # 

2704054. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian 
Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.  

Used by permission.  All rights reserved. 
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