
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Sunday, January 29, 2023 

4th Sunday after Epiphany 
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WELCOME!   WE’RE SO GLAD YOU’RE HERE! 
 
WELCOME 
PRELUDE   
 
Please stand if you are comfortable doing so. 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
P: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets 

are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 

may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Most merciful God, 

C: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 

undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors 

as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew 

us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of 

your holy name. Amen. 

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 

forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his 

authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of 

the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

 
PEACE 
P:  The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C:  And also with you.  
 

Worshippers are invited to share a verbal greeting like “Peace of the Lord,” or “God’s 
peace be with you,” with their neighbors. 
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GATHERING SONG                                    RISE UP, O SAINTS OF GOD! 

            (ELW 669) 

GREETING 

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. 
C:  And also with you. 
 

KYRIE        
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
A: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

A: Let us pray. 

C: Holy God, you confound the world’s wisdom in giving your kingdom to the lowly and 

the pure in heart. Give us such a hunger and thirst for justice, and perseverance in striving 

for peace, that in our words and deeds the world may see the life of your Son, Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Please be seated. 
TEACHING TIME FOR CHILDREN 
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FIRST READING:  MICAH 6: 1-8 
A reading from Micah. 

 1Hear what the LORD says: 

  Rise, plead your case before the mountains, 

  and let the hills hear your voice. 

 2Hear, you mountains, the controversy of the LORD, 

  and you enduring foundations of the earth; 

 for the LORD has a controversy with his people, 

  and he will contend with Israel. 

 

 3“O my people, what have I done to you? 

  In what have I wearied you? Answer me! 

 4For I brought you up from the land of Egypt, 

  and redeemed you from the house of slavery; 

 and I sent before you Moses, 

  Aaron, and Miriam. 

 5O my people, remember now what King Balak of Moab devised, 

  what Balaam son of Beor answered him, 

 and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, 

  that you may know the saving acts of the LORD.” 

 

 6“With what shall I come before the LORD, 

  and bow myself before God on high? 

 Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, 

  with calves a year old? 

 7Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, 

  with ten thousands of rivers of oil? 

 Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, 

  the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” 

 8He has told you, O mortal, what is good; 

  and what does the LORD require of you 

 but to do justice, and to love kindness, 

  and to walk humbly with your God? 

A: Word of God, word of life. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM: PSALM 15 
1LORD, who may dwell in your | tabernacle? 

  Who may abide upon your | holy hill? 

 2Those who lead a blameless life and do | what is right, 

  who speak the truth | from their heart; R 

 3they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil | to their friends; 

  they do not cast discredit up- | on a neighbor. 

 4In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they honor those who | fear the LORD. 

  They have sworn upon their health and do not take | back their word. 

 5They do not give their money in hope of gain, nor do they take bribes a- | gainst the 

innocent. Those who do these things shall never be | overthrown. R 

 

SECOND READING: 1 CORINTHIANS 1: 18-31 

A reading from 1 Corinthians. 

18The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are 

being saved it is the power of God. 19For it is written,  

 “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 

  and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 
20Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has 

not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21For since, in the wisdom of God, the 

world did not know God through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our 

proclamation, to save those who believe. 22For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire 

wisdom, 23but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to 

Gentiles, 24but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God 

and the wisdom of God. 25For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s 

weakness is stronger than human strength. 

 26Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise by human 

standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 27But God chose what is 

foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the 

strong; 28God chose what is low and despised in the world, things that are not, to reduce to 

nothing things that are, 29so that no one might boast in the presence of God. 30He is the 

source of your life in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God, and righteousness 

and sanctification and redemption, 31in order that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, 

boast in the Lord.” 

A: Word of God, word of life. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
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Please stand if you are comfortable doing so. 
Gospel Acclamation 

 

 
 
GOSPEL: MATTHEW 5: 1-12 
P: The holy gospel according to Matthew 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
1When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples 

came to him. 2Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying: 

 3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

 4“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 

 5“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 

 6“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 

 7“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 

 8“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 

 9“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 

 10“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom 

of heaven. 

 11“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil 

against you falsely on my account. 12Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, 

for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.” 

P: The gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
SERMON 
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HYMN OF THE DAY:                               LET JUSTICE FLOW LIKE STREAMS 
      (ELW 717) 

 
 
APOSTLES CREED  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
A: Guided by the Light of Christ, let us lift up our prayers for the Church, the World, and all 
of God’s good creation. 
Lord Jesus, stir up your spirit in us, that we might be your hands, feet, and voice, blessing 
the people who need it most. God of Mercy, 
C: Receive our prayer. 
A: Make us a blessing to the poor in spirit. We pray for those in our community with no 
faith, or who do not see the benefit of faith in their lives. Make us good listeners, humble 
conversation partners, and bold witnesses. Today we pray for the ministry of Feast of 
Victory Lutheran Church in Acme, their leadership and supply pastor, that they make faith 
connections for new people this year. God of Mercy, 
C: Receive our prayer. 
A: Make us a blessing to those who mourn. Words fall short, as we mourn yet more mass 
shootings in California, Iowa and Washington. Help us to hunger and thirst for 
righteousness. Help us transform our culture of violence any way we can. God of Mercy, 
C: Receive our prayer. 
A: Make us a blessing to peacemakers, and to those who suffer for righteousness’ sake. 
Guide leaders and diplomats in places of war, including Ukraine, Yemen, Ethiopia and Syria. 
Protect peaceful demonstrators in Iran, China and elsewhere. Cause peace and freedom to 
spring up like water in the desert. God of Mercy, 
C: Receive our prayer. 
A: Shine your light of healing on all those in pain of body, mind or spirit, including the family 
of Matt, Blanche, Brian, Charlie, Craig, Dan, Hal, Jack, Jacque, Jan, Janet, Juanita, John, 
Kathy, Liz, Lori, Mark, Mary, Rob, Staci, and Tom, and all we name aloud or silently…  
God of Mercy, 
C: Receive our prayer. 
A: From our hearts to yours, Lord God, we lift all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C: Amen. 
 
NOISY OFFERING                  ADVENT YOUTH EVENTS FUND 
 
OFFERING  We give our gifts to God with joy! 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 

A: Let us pray.   

C: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed 

us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have 

gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave himself for us, 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
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DIALOG & PREFACE 
P:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you. 
P:  Lift up your hearts. 
C:  We lift them to the Lord. 
P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C:  It is right to give our thanks and praise 
 
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; … And 
so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise 
your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  

 

 

 
 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 
THE LORD'S PRAYER 
C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
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on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever.  Amen 
 
Please be seated 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P: Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.  
C:  Amen. 
 
COMMUNION SONG 
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COMMUNION SONGS                                      FEED US WITH HUNGER FOR JUSTICE (ACS 968) 

 
    
 
   JESUS LOVES ME (ELW 595) 
 

 
 

 
Please stand if you are comfortable doing so. 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
A: Let us pray. 
C: We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing 

power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you 

and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Please be seated. 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Please stand if you are comfortable doing so. 
 
BLESSING 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 
C: Amen. 

 
SENDING SONG                                                           THE SPIRIT SENDS US FORTH TO SERVE 
                   (ELW 551) 
 

 
 



15 | A d v e n t  L u t h e r a n  C h u r c h   

 
   
DISMISSAL 
A: Advent is… 
C: Connecting through Christ! 
A: Go in peace, Christ is near. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Guests, we’d love to keep in touch! 
We encourage you to introduce yourselves to Pastor Tim. 

Please sign our guest book in the narthex. God is doing great things in this community! We 
can’t wait to share them with you! 

 
We encourage you to sign up for Advent’s WEEKLY FEED for more events and details.  Sign 

up by going to Advent’s website at adventlakeann.org and clicking on the sign up link. 
 

Coming Up at Advent Lutheran Church: January 29 - February 5 
Kid’s Zoom 

Wednesday, February 1 – 6:00 pm 

 

Zoom Bible Study  

Thursday, February 2 – 10:00 am 

 

Birthdays This Week 
Chad Gapinski – January 27 
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Assisting in Worship Today 
 

Presiding Minister: Tim Jahn 

Music Provided By: Hyemin Kim 

Altar Care: Bethany Uhl 
Communion Bread: Laura Ketchum-Jahn 

Potluck: ALL OF US 
Service Assistant: Amiee Erfourth 

Communion Assistants: Amiee Erfourth and Paul Leman 
Greeter: Laura Ketchum-Jahn 

Ushers: Tim Willson and Rena Rudkin 

Acolyte: Ava Erfourth 
AV Assistant: Heather Stetson-Leman 

Counters: 
Ann Ditlow and  

Heather Stetson-Leman 

We thank all those who have assisted us today. 
If you would like to assist in future worship services, please contact the church office. 

 
See you next Sunday, February 5, 2023! 

 
Please give to support Advent’s ministry: 

https://adventlakeann.org/support-our-ministry 
www.adventlakeann.org 

PO Box 249 
Lake Ann, MI 49650 

 
CONNECTING THROUGH CHRIST 

All liturgy and other music from Sundays and Seasons.com.  Copyright 2017 Augsburg 
Fortress.  All rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies 
Annual License #24120.  Hymns reprinted under Onelicense #A726225 or CCLI License # 

2704054. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian 
Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.  

Used by permission.  All rights reserved. 
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