
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Sunday, December 25, 2022 

From Heaven Above:  

A Service for Christmas Day 
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WELCOME!    
WE’RE SO GLAD YOU’RE HERE! 

 
Martin Luther based his carol “From heaven above” (ELW 268, LBW 51) on a refrain used for 

a sixteenth-century singing game. In the game, the song sets up a riddle to be solved. Within 

the nativity story, who would have proclaimed this text? 

“From heaven above to earth I come 

to bear good news to every home! 

Glad tidings of great joy I bring 

to all the world, and gladly sing.” 

In the hymn, the stanzas in quotation marks become the words of the angels rejoicing at 

Jesus’ birth, while the other stanzas offer commentary and prayers. By sending Jesus into 

our world, God answers the riddle of sin and our human condition. We are set free to 

proclaim with the angels: “Glory to God in highest heaven, who unto us the Son has given.” 

 
Please stand if you are comfortable doing so. 
 
GATHERING SONG      GOOD CHRISTIAN FRIENDS, REJOICE  
            (ELW 288) 
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PEACE 
P:  The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C:  And also with you.  
 

Worshippers are invited to share a verbal greeting like “Peace of the Lord,” or “God’s 
peace be with you,” with their neighbors. 

 
DIALOGUE 
P: Who are these angels who come to earth, 

C: bearing the news of the Christ child’s birth? 

P: Who are these shepherds who run to see, 

C: and worship the babe on bended knee? 

P: Who is this child, so small, so slight, 

C: of whom the angels sang that night? 

P: Who is this king, a manger his throne, 

C: who humbles himself to make us his own? 

P: Who is this God who sends a Son 

C: into our midst, the promised one? 

 
GREETING AND PRAYER 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,  
the Son of God sent from heaven above, be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 

P: Let us pray. Incarnate God, on this Christmas Day we give you thanks for sending your 

Son to bring light to our darkness. Grant that we, like the angels over Bethlehem, may sing 

your praises in our hearts and lives. 

C: Amen. 

 

 



4 | A d v e n t  L u t h e r a n  C h u r c h   

WHO ARE THESE ANGELS WHO COME TO EARTH? 
 
LESSON: LUKE 2: 8-14 
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by 
night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 
them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for see—I am 
bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of 
David a Saviour, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child 
wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.’ And suddenly there was with the angel a 
multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, ‘Glory to God in the highest 
heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favours!’ 
 
P: Glory to God, in highest heaven, 
C: Who unto us a son has given. 
 
CAROL:                          FROM HEAVEN ABOVE (V. 1-3) 
                        (ELW 268) 

 

 

 
 
 
WHO ARE THESE SHEPHERDS WHO RUN TO SEE? 
LESSON: LUKE 2: 15-20 

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, 

‘Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has 

made known to us.’ So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying 

in the manger. When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this 
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child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary 

treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, 

glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

 

P: Glory to God, in highest heaven, 
C: Who unto us a son has given. 
  

CAROL:                           FROM HEAVEN ABOVE (V. 4-6) 

                                            (ELW 268) 

 

4 "The blessing that the Father planned 

the Son holds in his infant hand, 

that in his kingdom, bright and fair, 

you may with us his glory share." 

 

5 "These are the signs that you will see 

 to let you know that it is he: 

 in manger-bed, in swaddling clothes 

 the child who all the earth upholds." 

 

6 Now let us all with joyful cheer 

 go with the shepherds and draw near 

 to see this wondrous gift of God, 

 the blessed child to us bestowed.  

 

 

WHO IS THIS CHILD, SO SMALL, SO SLIGHT? 

 

LESSON: HEBREWS 1: 1-4 

Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, but in 
these last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, through 
whom he also created the worlds. He is the reflection of God’s glory and the exact imprint 
of God’s very being, and he sustains all things by his powerful word. When he had made 
purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, having become as 
much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs. 
 
P: Glory to God, in highest heaven, 
C: Who unto us a son has given. 
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CAROL:                     FROM HEAVEN ABOVE (V. 7-9) 

                                             (ELW 268) 

7 Look, look, dear friends, look over there! 

 What lies within that manger bare? 

 Who is that lovely little one? 

 The baby Jesus, God's dear Son. 

 

8 Welcome to earth, O noble Guest, 

 through whom this sinful world is blest! 

 You turned not from our needs away; 

 how can our thanks such love repay? 

 

9 O Lord, you have created all! 

How did you come to be so small, 

to sweetly sleep in manger-bed 

where lowing cattle lately fed? 

 

 
WHO IS THIS KING, A MANGER HIS THRONE? 
 

LESSON: ISAIAH 9: 2-7 

The people who walked in darkness 
   have seen a great light; 
those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 
   on them light has shined. 
You have multiplied the nation, 
   you have increased its joy; 
they rejoice before you 
   as with joy at the harvest, 
   as people exult when dividing plunder. 
For the yoke of their burden, 
   and the bar across their shoulders, 
   the rod of their oppressor, 
   you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
For all the boots of the tramping warriors 
   and all the garments rolled in blood 
   shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 
For a child has been born for us, 
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   a son given to us; 
authority rests upon his shoulders; 
   and he is named 
Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, 
   Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
His authority shall grow continually, 
   and there shall be endless peace 
for the throne of David and his kingdom. 
   He will establish and uphold it 
with justice and with righteousness 
   from this time onwards and for evermore. 
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 
 
P: Glory to God, in highest heaven, 
C: Who unto us a son has given. 
 
CAROL:                              FROM HEAVEN ABOVE (V. 10-11) 

                                                    (ELW 268) 

 

10 Were earth a thousand times as fair 

and set with gold and jewels rare, 

still such a cradle would not do 

to rock a prince so great as you. 

 

11 For velvets soft and silken stuff 

 you have but hay and straw so rough 

 on which as king so rich and great 

 to be enthroned in humble state. 

 
 
WHO IS THIS GOD THAT SENDS A SON? 
 
LESSON: JOHN 1: 1-14 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He 
was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not 
one thing came into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the 
light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 
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There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to 
the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to 
testify to the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 

He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not 
know him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all 
who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of 
God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of 
God. 

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of 
a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 
 
P: Glory to God, in highest heaven, 
C: Who unto us a son has given. 
 
CAROL:                              FROM HEAVEN ABOVE (V. 12-14) 

                                                    (ELW 268) 

 12  Ah, dearest Jesus, holy child, 

 prepare a bed, soft, undefiled, 

 a quiet chamber in my heart, 

 that you and I may never part. 

 

13 My heart for very joy now leaps; 

 my voice no longer silence keeps; 

 I too must sing with joyful tongue 

 the sweetest ancient cradle-song: 

 

14 "Glory to God in highest heav'n, 

 who unto us the Son has giv'n." 

 With angels sing in pious mirth 

 a glad new year to all the earth! 
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HYMN OF THE DAY                       OF THE FATHER’S LOVE BEGOTTEN 
               (ELW 295) 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
A: Gracious God, you come from heaven above into the midst of our world. 

C: Fill our hearts with the joy of the angels at your birth. 

A: You come from heaven above to the lowliest of human conditions. 

C: Watch over those in need, the sick, the hungry, the grieving. 

A: You come from heaven above to walk the way of the cross. 

C: Guide us to follow your path of forgiveness, mercy, and peace. 

A: You come from heaven above to become flesh and live among us. 

C: May we see your glory, full of grace and truth. Amen. 

 
 
OFFERING  We give our gifts to God with joy! 
 
OFFERING SONG    HARK! THE HERALD ANGELS SING 

                                                       (ELW 270) 
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THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD 
 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Let us pray. 
P: Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your word you made all things: you spoke light 
into darkness, called forth beauty from chaos, and brought life into being. For your Word of 
life, O God,   
C: we give you thanks and praise.  
P: By your word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful gifts: Freedom from 
captivity, water on the desert journey, a pathway home from exile, Wisdom for life with 
you. For your Word of life, O God, 
C: we give you thanks and praise. 
P: Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to witness: Forgiveness 
through the cross, life to those entombed by death, the way of your Self-giving love. For 
your Word of life, O God, 
C: we give you thanks and praise. 
P: Send your spirit of truth, o god; rekindle your gifts within us: renew our faith, Increase 
our hope, and deepen our love, for the sake of a world in need. Faithful to Your word, O 
God, draw near to all who call on you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and lord, to whom, 
with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever. 
C: Amen. 
 
THE LORD'S PRAYER 
C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
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For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever.  Amen 

                                                                                 
BLESSING 
P: May the God who comes from heaven above be born in your hearts and lives this day and 

always. 

C: Amen. 

 
SENDING SONG:                    LOVE HAS COME 
     (ELW 292) 
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DISMISSAL 
A: Advent is… 
C: Connecting through Christ! 
A: Go in peace, Christ is with us. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

 
Guests, we’d love to keep in touch! 

We encourage you to introduce yourselves to Pastor Tim. 
Please sign our guest book in the narthex. God is doing great things in this community! We 

can’t wait to share them with you! 
 
 

Coming Up at Advent Lutheran Church: 
December 25-31 

 

Please take a long winter’s nap, be a friend to those who need it, and give God thanks for 

his son Jesus and all that is good in your life.  

 
Birthdays This Week 
Emily Bramer – 12/25 
Adam LaBarre – 12/29 
Daniel Tuller III – 12/30 
Nolan Bentley – 12/31 

 
Assisting in Worship Today 

Presiding Minister: Tim Jahn 
Music Provided By: Hyemin Kim 

Altar Care: Lindsay Susalski 

Readers: Laura Ketchum-Jahn 
 Rena Rudkin 

 Bethany Uhl 
Acolyte: Maggie Jahn 

A/V: Garrett Ditlow 
 

We thank all those who have assisted us today. 
If you would like to assist in future worship services, please contact the church office. 

 
See you next Sunday, January 1, 2023! 
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Please give to support Advent’s ministry: 
https://adventlakeann.org/support-our-ministry 

www.adventlakeann.org 
PO Box 249 

Lake Ann, MI 49650 
 

CONNECTING THROUGH CHRIST 
All liturgy and other music from Sundays and Seasons.com.  Copyright 2017 Augsburg 

Fortress.  All rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies 
Annual License #24120.  Hymns reprinted under Onelicense #A726225 or CCLI License # 

2704054. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian 
Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.  

Used by permission.  All rights reserved. 
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