
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Sunday, December 11, 2022 

Third Sunday of Advent 
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WELCOME!   
WE’RE SO GLAD YOU’RE HERE! 

 
WELCOME & PRELUDE 
 
Please stand if you are comfortable doing so. 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
P: Blessed be the Lord,  

the God of Israel, who alone does wondrous things. 

C: Blessed be God’s name forever. Amen. 

P: Beloved, now is the time to wake from sleep.  

Let us confront our sins, and confess them to the one who is merciful and just. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
P: God of new beginnings, 

C: we confess that we have not welcomed your holy reign. We have strayed from your 

paths. We prepare for war instead of peace. We dishonor one another and your creation. 

Purify us with your refining fire and set us again on your way of love, that we may bear 

fruit worthy of repentance, and welcome your coming among us.  Amen. 

P: People of God, a new thing is growing in our midst, a tender branch, a living sign. By 

water and the Spirit you are joined to this wonder. You have put on Christ, and your sins 

have been washed away. Rejoice in the way of the Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 
PEACE 
P:  The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C:  And also with you.  
 

Worshippers are invited to share a verbal greeting like “Peace of the Lord,” or “God’s 
peace be with you,” with their neighbors. 
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GATHERING SONG                                    LOST IN THE NIGHT (ELW 243) 

 
 
GREETING 
P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. 
C:  And also with you. 
 
 
KYRIE 
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LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
Third Sunday of Advent 

P: Praise to you, O God, who holds our joy and sorrow. 

You bring water to parched ground and life out of death. 

Bless us as this light grows, 

and send sorrow and sighing to flee away. 

Give us strength and patience, 

trusting that you are true to your promises. 

Transform the lives of all who suffer 

with your wonders near at hand. 

C: Amen. 

 

Hymn of Light      In Silence We Wait (ACS 998) 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
A: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

A: Let us pray. 

C:   Stir up the wills of all who look to you, Lord God, and strengthen our faith in your 

coming, that, transformed by grace, we may walk in your way; through Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. Amen. 

Please be seated. 
 
TEACHING TIME FOR CHILDREN 
After the children’s sermon, kids ages 3-11 are welcome to join us in the fellowship hall for 
Children’s church! They will rejoin the congregation before offering time.  
 
FIRST READING:  ISAIAH 35: 1-10 
A reading from Isaiah. 
1The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, 

  the desert shall rejoice and blossom; 

 like the crocus 2it shall blossom abundantly, 

  and rejoice with joy and singing. 

 The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, 

  the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. 

 They shall see the glory of the LORD, 

  the majesty of our God. 

 

 3Strengthen the weak hands, 

  and make firm the feeble knees. 

 4Say to those who are of a fearful heart, 

  “Be strong, do not fear! 

 Here is your God. 

  He will come with vengeance, 

 with terrible recompense. 

  He will come and save you.” 

 

 5Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 

  and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 

 6then the lame shall leap like a deer, 

  and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. 
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 For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, 

  and streams in the desert; 

 7the burning sand shall become a pool, 

  and the thirsty ground springs of water; 

 the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, 

  the grass shall become reeds and rushes. 

 

 8A highway shall be there, 

  and it shall be called the Holy Way; 

 the unclean shall not travel on it, 

  but it shall be for God’s people; 

  no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray. 

 9No lion shall be there, 

  nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; 

 they shall not be found there, 

  but the redeemed shall walk there. 

 10And the ransomed of the LORD shall return, 

  and come to Zion with singing; 

 everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; 

  they shall obtain joy and gladness, 

  and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 

A:  Word of God, word of life. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM:   LUKE 1: 46B-55 
 46bMy soul proclaims the greatness | of the Lord, 

  47my spirit rejoices in | God my Savior, 

 48for you, Lord, have looked with favor on your | lowly servant. 

  From this day all generations will | call me blessed: 

 49you, the Almighty, have done great | things for me 

  and holy | is your name. 

 50You have mercy on | those who fear you, 

  from generation to | generation. R 

 51You have shown strength | with your arm 

  and scattered the proud in | their conceit, 

 52casting down the mighty | from their thrones 

  and lifting | up the lowly. 
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 53You have filled the hungry | with good things 

  and sent the rich | away empty. 

 54You have come to the aid of your | servant Israel, 

  to remember the prom- | ise of mercy, 

 55the promise made | to our forebears, 

  to Abraham and his chil- | dren forever. R 

 

SECOND READING: JAMES 5: 7-10 
A reading from James.  
7Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for the 

precious crop from the earth, being patient with it until it receives the early and the late 

rains. 8You also must be patient. Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near. 
9Beloved, do not grumble against one another, so that you may not be judged. See, the 

Judge is standing at the doors! 10As an example of suffering and patience, beloved, take the 

prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. 

A: Word of God, word of life. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 
 
Please stand if you are comfortable doing so. 
Gospel Acclamation 

 

 
 
 
GOSPEL:  MATTHEW 11: 2-11 
P: The holy gospel according Matthew.  

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
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2When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his disciples 3and 

said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?” 4Jesus 

answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: 5the blind receive their sight, the 

lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have 

good news brought to them. 6And blessed is anyone who takes no offense at me.” 

 7As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: “What did you go 

out into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind? 8What then did you go out to 

see? Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, those who wear soft robes are in royal palaces. 
9What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 
10This is the one about whom it is written,  

 ‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 

  who will prepare your way before you.’ 
11Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater than John the 

Baptist; yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.” 

P:  The gospel of the Lord. 
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
Please be seated. 
 

SERMON 

 
Please stand if you are comfortable doing so. 
 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY:                                   ALL EARTH IS HOPEFUL: TODA LA TIERRA  
     (ELW 266) 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 

C:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
A: As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray for a world that yearns for 
new hope.  
Lord, without faith, even your strongest prophets falter, and even your wisest teachers fail. 
Grant us faith to wait on you, and to trust that in your time, you will do wonders among us. 
God, in your mercy, 
C: Receive our prayer. 
A: Lord, strengthen our faith for the year ahead. Be with Advent during our congregational 
meeting today. Guide us as we begin a new year of ministry. Keep us focused on our 
mission, vision and goals. In your abundance, equip us with everything we need, in order to 
connect through Christ. God, in your mercy, 
C: Receive our prayer. 
A: Lord, in your presence, illnesses are healed, the poor hear good news, and even the dead 
are raised. Draw all your churches near to you, to experience the wonders of your kingdom 
and share them with our neighbors. Show your wonders among the people of Augustana 
Lutheran Church in Tustin, and Reverend Sharon Van Dam, their pastor. God, in your mercy, 
C: Receive our prayer. 
A: Lord, sustain all people in the healing professions during this season of flu, RSV and 
COVID. We give you thanks for those who work long hours to care for others. Protect all 
doctors, nurses, EMTs, and hospital staff, both from illness and from despair. God, in your 
mercy, 
C: Receive our prayer. 
A: Lord, we lift up those who are in recovery from addictions, and those in active addiction, 
during this cold and stressful season. Open our eyes, our ears, and our arms, to be 
understanding and supportive of friends and loved ones as they try to get well. God, in your 
mercy, 
C: Receive our prayer. 
A: Bring help and hope to any who are sick or needing your care, especially Anna, Blanche, 
Charlie, Chris, Craig, Ellen,  Gwen, Hal, Jack, Jacque, Janet, Juanita, Mark, Mary, Reagan, 
Rob, Staci,  Steve, and Yvonne, and anyone else we name now, aloud or silently…   
God, in your mercy, 
C: Receive our prayer.  
A: God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your Spirit, gather our prayers and 
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join them with the prayers of all your children.  In Jesus’ name we pray. 
C: Amen. 
 
 
NOISY OFFERING                   ADVENT YOUTH EVENTS FUND 
OFFERING  We give our gifts to God with joy! 
OFFERING MUSIC  
 
Please stand if you are comfortable doing so. 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 

P: Eternal God, 

C: you make the desert bloom and send springs of water to thirsty ground. Receive these 

simple gifts of bread, wine, and money, and make us messengers of your mercy and love 

for all in need of your healing and justice. We ask this through Christ our Savior. Amen. 

  
DIALOG & PREFACE 
P:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you. 
P:  Lift up your hearts. 
C:  We lift them to the Lord. 
P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C:  It is right to give our thanks and praise 
 
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; … And 
so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise 
your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 
THE LORD'S PRAYER 
C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever.  Amen 
 
Please be seated 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P: Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God, who has come to save you. 

C:  Amen. 
 
COMMUNION SONG 
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COMMUNION SONGS:                    EAT THIS BREAD: JESUS CHRIST, BREAD OF LIFE  
    (ELW 472) 
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WAIT FOR THE LORD (ELW 262) 

                                                                                  
  
Please stand if you are comfortable doing so. 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
A: Faithful God, 
C: in this meal you have remembered your mercy, bringing heaven to earth in the body 

and blood of Christ. As we wait for the day when all your promises will be fulfilled, sustain 

us and strengthen us by this holy mystery. Guide us toward your promised future, coming 

to birth in Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 
Please be seated. 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Please stand if you are comfortable doing so. 
 
BLESSING 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 
C: Amen. 
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SENDING SONG:                                                                         CANTICLE OF THE TURNING   
     (ELW 723)  
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DISMISSAL 
A: Advent is… 
C: Connecting through Christ! 
A: Go in peace, Christ is near. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

 
Coming Up at Advent Lutheran Church: December 11-17 

Kid's Zoom 

Wednesday, December 14 - 6:00 pm 

 

Holden Evening Prayer 

Wednesday, December 14 - 7:00 pm 

 

Zoom Bible Study 

Thursday, December 15 - 10:30 am 

 
Guests, we’d love to keep in touch! 

We encourage you to introduce yourselves to Pastor Tim. Please sign our guest book in the 
narthex. God is doing great things in this community! We can’t wait to share them with you! 

 
Birthdays This Week 

Alexa Baughman – 12/16 
 

We encourage you to sign up for Advent’s WEEKLY FEED for more events and details.  Sign 
up by going to Advent’s website at adventlakeann.org and clicking on the sign up link. 
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Assisting in Worship Today 
 

Presiding Minister: Tim Jahn 

Music Provided By: Rosanne Anderson 

Altar Care: Lindsay Susalski 
Communion Bread: Laura Ketchum-Jahn 

Fellowship Host:  Ken Haines 
Service Assistant: Pam Reid 

Communion Assistants: Pam Reid and Sara Hienz 
Greeter: Bethany Uhl 

Ushers: Scott and Faith Chausee 

Acolyte: Michael Hienz 
AV Assistant: Heather Stetson-Leman 

Counters: 
Keith Johnson and 

Heather Stetson-Leman 

 
We thank all those who have assisted us today. 

If you would like to assist in future worship services, please contact the church office. 
 

See you next Sunday, December 18, 2022! 
 

Please give to support Advent’s ministry: 
https://adventlakeann.org/support-our-ministry 

www.adventlakeann.org 
PO Box 249 

Lake Ann, MI 49650 
 

CONNECTING THROUGH CHRIST 
All liturgy and other music from Sundays and Seasons.com.  Copyright 2017 Augsburg 

Fortress.  All rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies 
Annual License #24120.  Hymns reprinted under Onelicense #A726225 or CCLI License # 

2704054. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian 
Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.  

Used by permission.  All rights reserved. 
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