
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Sunday, December 18, 2022 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 
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WELCOME!   
WE’RE SO GLAD YOU’RE HERE! 

 
WELCOME 
SPECIAL MUSIC           A CHRISTMAS BLESSING 

ROBERT DE FRECE 
ADVENT CHOIR  

 
Please stand if you are comfortable doing so. 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
P: Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel,  

who alone does wondrous things. 

C: Blessed be God’s name forever. Amen. 

P: Beloved, now is the time to wake from sleep.  

Let us confront our sins, and confess them to the one who is merciful and just. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
P: God of new beginnings, 

C: we confess that we have not welcomed your holy reign. We have strayed from your 

paths. We prepare for war instead of peace. 

We dishonor one another and your creation. Purify us with your refining fire and set us 

again on your way of love, that we may bear fruit worthy of repentance, and welcome 

your coming among us.  Amen. 

P: People of God, a new thing is growing in our midst, a tender branch, a living sign. By 

water and the Spirit you are joined to this wonder. You have put on Christ, and your sins 

have been washed away. Rejoice in the way of the Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 
 
PEACE 
P:  The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C:  And also with you.  
 

Worshippers are invited to share a verbal greeting like “Peace of the Lord,” or “God’s 
peace be with you,” with their neighbors. 
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GATHERING SONG                               O COME, O COME, EMMANUEL  

               (ELW 257) v. 1 - 4 

 

 
GREETING 
P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. 
C:  And also with you. 
 
KYRIE                 
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LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 

P: Praise to you, O God, who holds our joy and sorrow. 

You bring water to parched ground and life out of death. 

Bless us as this light grows, 

and send sorrow and sighing to flee away. 

Give us strength and patience, 

trusting that you are true to your promises. 

Transform the lives of all who suffer 

with your wonders near at hand. 

C: Amen. 

 

Hymn of Light                 IN SILENCE WE WAIT (ACS 998) 

   

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
A: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

A: Let us pray. 
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C: Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might, free us 

from the sin that hinders our faith, that eagerly we may receive your promises, for you 

live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 
Please be seated. 
TEACHING TIME FOR CHILDREN 
After the children’s sermon, kids ages 3-11 are welcome to join us in the fellowship hall for 
Children’s church! They will rejoin the congregation before offering time.  
 
FIRST READING:  ISAIAH 7: 10-16 
A reading from Isaiah. 

10The LORD spoke to Ahaz, saying, 11Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be deep as Sheol or 

high as heaven. 12But Ahaz said, I will not ask, and I will not put the LORD to the test. 13Then 

Isaiah said: “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary mortals, that you 

weary my God also? 14Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young 

woman is with child and shall bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel. 15He shall eat curds 

and honey by the time he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good. 16For before 

the child knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land before whose two 

kings you are in dread will be deserted.” 

A:  Word of God, word of life. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM 80: 1-7, 17-19 
1Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph | like a flock; 

  shine forth, you that are enthroned up- | on the cherubim. 

 2In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, | and Manasseh, 

  stir up your strength and | come to help us. 

 3Restore | us, O God; 

  let your face shine upon us, and we | shall be saved. 

 4O LORD| God of hosts, 

  how long will your anger fume when your | people pray? R 

 5You have fed them with the | bread of tears; 

  you have given them bowls of | tears to drink. 

 6You have made us the derision | of our neighbors, 

  and our enemies laugh | us to scorn. 

 7Restore us, O | God of hosts; 
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  let your face shine upon us, and we | shall be saved. 

 17Let your hand be upon the one at | your right hand, 

  the one you have made so strong | for yourself. 

 18And so will we never turn a- | way from you; 

  give us life, that we may call up- | on your name. 

 19Restore us, O LORD| God of hosts; 

  let your face shine upon us, and we | shall be saved. R 

 
SECOND READING: ROMANS 1: 1-7 
A reading from Romans. 

1Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, 
2which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy scriptures, 3the gospel 

concerning his Son, who was descended from David according to the flesh 4and was 

declared to be Son of God with power according to the spirit of holiness by resurrection 

from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, 5through whom we have received grace and 

apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith among all the Gentiles for the sake of his 

name, 6including yourselves who are called to belong to Jesus Christ, 

 7To all God’s beloved in Rome, who are called to be saints:  

  Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

A: Word of God, word of life. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 
Please stand if you are comfortable doing so. 
Gospel Acclamation 
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GOSPEL:  MATTHEW 1: 18-25 
P: The holy gospel according Matthew.  

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

18Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had 

been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with child 

from the Holy Spirit. 19Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose 

her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. 20But just when he had resolved to do 

this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do 

not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 
21She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their 

sins.” 22All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: 

 23“Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 

  and they shall name him Emmanuel,” 

which means, “God is with us.”24When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the 

Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife, 25but had no marital relations with her until 

she had borne a son; and he named him Jesus. 

P:  The gospel of the Lord. 
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
Please be seated. 
 

SERMON 

 
SERMON RESPONSE                                                           THE ANGELS AND THE SHEPHERDS  
     BOHEMIAN CAROL 
           ADVENT CHOIR 
                  
APOSTLES’ CREED 

C:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
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he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
A: As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray for a world that yearns for 

new hope. 

Lord, you spoke to Joseph in his dreams, moving him from fear to faith. Give us new dreams 

in this upcoming year. Show us the ways you will be with us, among us, and for us. God, in 

your mercy, 

C: Receive our prayer. 

A: As we mourn the ten-year anniversary of the Sandy Hook shootings, guide our feet into 

the way of peace. Deliver us from violence. Help us take action together. Inspire leaders and 

communities with new solutions, so our children are safe, and people in mental distress can 

receive the care they need. God, in your mercy, 

C: Receive our prayer. 

A: Be with us through the longest nights of the year. Sit beside all who are dealing with 

depression, grief, or seasonal affective disorder. Help us to share your light and warmth 

with one another, whether the days are short or long. God, in your mercy, 

C: Receive our prayer. 

A: Be with women and families expecting babies. Grant good health to pregnant women. 

Grant patient persistence to families seeking adoption. Grant protection and stability to 

foster children. Grant hope to couples struggling to have children. God, in your mercy, 

C: Receive our prayer. 

A: Be with churches as they prepare to tell the story of your Son’s wondrous birth. Grant 

faith and confidence to pastors, musicians, church administrators, and church volunteers. 

Help us speak your name in a way our neighborhoods will hear. We pray for the witness of 

St. Peter Lutheran Church in Unionville and Reverend Jeffrey Boon, their pastor. God, in 

your mercy, 

C: Receive our prayer. 
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A: Bring help and hope to any who are sick or needing your care, especially the family of 

Margaret, Anna, Blanche, Charlie, Craig, Ellen, Gwen, Hal, Jack, Jacque, Janet, Juanita, Mark, 

Mary, Reagan, Rob, Staci,  Steve, Tom, and Yvonne, and anyone else we name now, aloud or 

silently… God in your mercy, 

C: Receive our prayer. 

A: God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your Spirit, gather our prayers and 

join them with the prayers of all your children. In Jesus’ name we pray. 

C: Amen. 

 
 
NOISY OFFERING                   ADVENT YOUTH EVENTS FUND 
OFFERING  We give our gifts to God with joy! 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC   HOW FAR TO BETHLEHEM 
        MARY CALDWELL 
             ADVENT CHOIR 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 

A: Eternal God, 

C: you make the desert bloom and send springs of water to thirsty ground. Receive these 

simple gifts of bread, wine, and money, and make us messengers of your mercy and love 

for all in need of your healing and justice. We ask this through Christ our Savior. Amen. 

  
DIALOG & PREFACE 
P:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you. 
P:  Lift up your hearts. 
C:  We lift them to the Lord. 
P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C:  It is right to give our thanks and praise 
 
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; … And 
so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise 
your name and join their unending hymn: 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  

 

 

 
 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 
THE LORD'S PRAYER 
C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever.  Amen 
 
Please be seated 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P: Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God, who has come to save you. 

C:  Amen. 
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COMMUNION SONG 

 

 
 
 
COMMUNION SONGS:                                                CREATOR OF THE STARS OF NIGHT  
             (ELW 245) 
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LO, HOW A ROSE E’RE BLOOMING   

(ELW 272) 
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Please stand if you are comfortable doing so. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
A: Faithful God, 
C: in this meal you have remembered your mercy, bringing heaven to earth in the body 

and blood of Christ. As we wait for the day when all your promises will be fulfilled, sustain 

us and strengthen us by this holy mystery. Guide us toward your promised future, coming 

to birth in Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 
Please be seated. 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC                PEACE, PEACE/SILENT NIGHT 
                RICK AND SYLVIA POWELL 
                   ADVENT CHOIR 
 
Please stand if you are comfortable doing so. 
BLESSING 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 
C: Amen. 

 
SENDING SONG:                    JOY TO THE WORLD  
         (ELW 267) 
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DISMISSAL 
A: Advent is… 
C: Connecting through Christ! 
A: Go in peace, Christ is near. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

A special thanks to all our pop-up choir singers for adding a special touch to our Advent 
season worship! 

 
 

Guests, we’d love to keep in touch! 
We encourage you to introduce yourselves to Pastor Tim.  

Please sign our guest book in the narthex.  
God is doing great things in this community! We can’t wait to share them with you! 
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Coming Up at Advent Lutheran Church: December 18-24 

Orchard Creek  

Wednesday, December 21 – 1:15 pm 

 

Needle Crafters 

 Wednesday, December 21 - 10:00 am to 2:00 pm 

 

Kid’s Zoom 

Wednesday, December 21 – 6:00 pm 

 

Beers and Carols 

(Lake Ann Brewing) 

Wednesday, December 21 – 7:00 pm 

 

Zoom Bible Study  

Thursday, December 22 – 10:00 am 

 

Christmas Eve Worship 

Saturday, December 24 

Family Service – 4:00 pm 

Candlelight Service – 8:00 pm 

 
 

Birthdays This Week 
Dana Tuller - 12/19 

Lorraine Bloxsom – 12/21 
Bryden Susalski – 12/23 

Ken Haines – 12/24 
 
 

We encourage you to sign up for Advent’s WEEKLY FEED for more events and details.  Sign 
up by going to Advent’s website at adventlakeann.org and clicking on the sign up link. 
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Assisting in Worship Today 

 

Presiding Minister: Tim Jahn 
Music Provided By: Hyemin Kim 

Altar Care: Lindsay Susalski 

Communion Bread: Laura Ketchum-Jahn 
Fellowship Host:  Katy Jenks 

Service Assistant: Amiee Erfourth 
Communion Assistants: Amiee Erfourth and Peggy Burns 

Greeter: Kari Young 
Ushers: JoAnn and Ken Haines 

Acolyte: Auden Heller 

AV Assistant: Garrett Ditlow 

Counters: 
Ann Ditlow and  

Doug Cunningham 
 

We thank all those who have assisted us today. 
If you would like to assist in future worship services, please contact the church office. 

 
See you next Sunday, December 25, 2022! 

 
Please give to support Advent’s ministry: 

https://adventlakeann.org/support-our-ministry 
www.adventlakeann.org 

PO Box 249 
Lake Ann, MI 49650 

 
CONNECTING THROUGH CHRIST 

All liturgy and other music from Sundays and Seasons.com.  Copyright 2017 Augsburg 
Fortress.  All rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies 
Annual License #24120.  Hymns reprinted under Onelicense #A726225 or CCLI License # 

2704054. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian 
Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.  

Used by permission.  All rights reserved. 
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