
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  

Sunday, November 27, 2022 

First Sunday of Advent 
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WELCOME!  WE’RE SO GLAD YOU’RE HERE! 
 
WELCOME & PRELUDE 
 
FAITH WITNESS     Sara Heinz 
 
Please stand if you are comfortable doing so. 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
P: Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel,  

who alone does wondrous things. 

C: Blessed be God’s name forever. Amen. 

P: Beloved, now is the time to wake from sleep.  

Let us confront our sins, and confess them to the one who is merciful and just. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
P: God of new beginnings, 

C: we confess that we have not welcomed your holy reign. We have strayed from your 

paths. We prepare for war instead of peace. 

We dishonor one another and your creation. Purify us with your refining fire and set us 

again on your way of love, that we may bear fruit worthy of repentance, and welcome 

your coming among us.  Amen. 

P: People of God, a new thing is growing in our midst, a tender branch, 

a living sign. By water and the Spirit you are joined to this wonder. 

You have put on Christ, and your sins have been washed away. 

Rejoice in the way of the Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 
PEACE 
P:  The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C:  And also with you.  
 

Worshippers are invited to share a verbal greeting like “Peace of the Lord,” or “God’s 
peace be with you,” with their neighbors. 
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GATHERING SONG                     AWAKE, O SLEEPER   (WOV 705)  

 
 

GREETING 
P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. 
C:  And also with you. 
 

KYRIE                 
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LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH      First Sunday of Advent 
P: Praise to you, O God, our salvation who is near. 

You hold us in our waiting and keep us awake to the world. 

You show up in our lives at unexpected times. 

Bless us as we light this candle to keep vigil for your arrival. 

We trust that even though we do not know the day or the hour, 

you hurry to gather all people to your peace. 

C: Amen. 

 

Hymn of Light        In Silence We Wait (ACS 998) 

  

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
A: Let us pray. 

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection save us from the 

threatening dangers of our sins, and enlighten our walk in the way of your salvation, for 

you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

Please be seated. 
 
TEACHING TIME FOR CHILDREN 
 
FIRST READING:  ISAIAH 2: 1-5 
1The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 

 2In days to come 

  the mountain of the LORD’s house 

 shall be established as the highest of the mountains, 

  and shall be raised above the hills; 
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 all the nations shall stream to it. 

  3Many peoples shall come and say, 

 “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, 

  to the house of the God of Jacob; 

 that he may teach us his ways 

  and that we may walk in his paths.” 

 For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, 

  and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 

 4He shall judge between the nations, 

  and shall arbitrate for many peoples; 

 they shall beat their swords into plowshares, 

  and their spears into pruning hooks; 

 nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 

  neither shall they learn war any more. 

 5O house of Jacob, 

  come, let us walk 

  in the light of the LORD! 

A:  Word of God, word of life. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: PSALM 122 
1I was glad when they | said to me, 

  “Let us go to the house | of the LORD.” 

 2Now our | feet are standing 

  within your gates, | O Jerusalem. 

 3Jerusalem is built | as a city 

  that is at unity | with itself; 

 4to which the tribes go up, the tribes | of the LORD, 

  the assembly of Israel, to praise the name | of the LORD. R 

 5For there are the | thrones of judgment, 

  the thrones of the | house of David. 

 6Pray for the peace | of Jerusalem: 

  “May they pros- | per who love you. 

 7Peace be with- | in your walls 

  and quietness with- | in your towers. 

 8For the sake of my kindred | and companions, 

  I pray for | your prosperity. 
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 9Because of the house of the | LORD our God, 

  I will seek to | do you good.” R 

 
SECOND READING:  ROMANS 13: 11-14 
11Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from 

sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; 12the night is far 

gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of 

light; 13let us live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in 

debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14Instead, put on the Lord 

Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 

A: Word of God, word of life. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 
 
Please stand if you are comfortable doing so. 
Gospel Acclamation   

 
 
GOSPEL:  MATTHEW 24: 36-44 
P: The holy gospel according Matthew.  

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

[Jesus said to the disciples,] 36“About that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of 

heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 37For as the days of Noah were, so will be the 

coming of the Son of Man. 38For as in those days before the flood they were eating and 

drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, 39and they 

knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so too will be the coming of 
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the Son of Man. 40Then two will be in the field; one will be taken and one will be left. 41Two 

women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken and one will be left. 42Keep awake 

therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. 43But understand this: if 

the owner of the house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would 

have stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken into. 44Therefore you also 

must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.” 

P:  The gospel of the Lord. 
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
Please be seated. 
 

SERMON 

 
Please stand if you are comfortable doing so. 
HYMN OF THE DAY:                                      O DAY OF PEACE (ELW 711) 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
A: As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray for a world that yearns for 
new hope. 
Son of Man, you come to us in the midst of our busy lives. Help us prepare ourselves to 
welcome you. In this season of waiting, give us moments of quiet reflection. Help us resist 
the temptation to fill every free minute with action, noise and light. Help us not be taken by 
surprise when your love and justice burst into our lives. God, in your mercy, 
C: Receive our prayer. 
A: God of wonder, the earth’s beauty and abundance is your gift. Teach us your ways of 
sharing resources and caring for life. Guard fragile habitats, preserve the wild places, and 
protect endangered plants and animals. God, in your mercy, 
C: hear our prayer. 
A: God of peace, you judge the nations. Beat our weapons into tools for serving the 
neighbor. Strengthen the resolve of all who work for an end to war. We pray for lasting 
peace in Israel and Palestine, the land of Jesus’ birth. We pray for lasting peace in Ethiopia, 
Ukraine, and other places of armed conflict. God, in your mercy, 
C: hear our prayer. 
A: God of lovingkindness, you desire fullness of life for everyone. Fill those who hunger. 
Comfort the grieving and attend to those near death. Bring help and hope to any who are 
sick or needing your care, especially Anna, Blanche, Charlie, Chris, Craig, Ellen,  Gwen, Hal, 
Jack, Jacque, Janet, Juanita, Mark, Mary, Reagan, Rob, Staci, Steve, and Ward. God, in your 
mercy, 
C: hear our prayer. 
A: God of community, you are present when we gather in your name. Guide congregations 
in transition, as well as congregations finding a new normal in these times. Give wisdom to 
congregational councils, call committees, and ministry leaders. Be with St. John’s Lutheran 
in Three Rivers and their pastor, Reverend James Smith. Keep us alert to unexpected 
opportunities for mission. God, in your mercy, 
C: hear our prayer. 
A: God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your Spirit, gather our prayers and 
join them with the prayers of all your children. In Jesus’ name we pray. 
C: Amen. 
 

NOISY OFFERING                             GOD’S GLOBAL BARNYARD  
OFFERING  We give our gifts to God with joy! 
 
Please stand if you are comfortable doing so. 
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OFFERING PRAYER 

P: Eternal God, 

C: you make the desert bloom and send springs of water to thirsty ground. Receive these 

simple gifts of bread, wine, and money, and make us messengers of your mercy and love 

for all in need of your healing and justice. We ask this through Christ our Savior.  Amen. 

 
DIALOG & PREFACE 
P:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you. 
P:  Lift up your hearts. 
C:  We lift them to the Lord. 
P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C:  It is right to give our thanks and praise 
 
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; … And 
so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise 
your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 
THE LORD'S PRAYER 
C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever.  Amen 
 
 
Please be seated 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P: Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God, who has come to save you. 

C:  Amen. 
 
 
COMMUNION SONG 
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COMMUNION SONGS:                                               REJOICE REJOICE BELIEVERS (ELW 244) 
 

 
 

 
 

 
WAIT FOR THE LORD (ELW 262) 
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Please stand if you are comfortable doing so. 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
A: Faithful God, 
C: in this meal you have remembered your mercy, bringing heaven to earth in the body 

and blood of Christ. As we wait for the day when all your promises will be fulfilled, sustain 

us and strengthen us by this holy mystery. Guide us toward your promised future, coming 

to birth in Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Please be seated. 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Please stand if you are comfortable doing so. 
BLESSING 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 
C: Amen. 

 
SENDING SONG:                                              KEEP YOUR LIGHTS TRIMMED AND BURNING  
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DISMISSAL 
A:  A: Advent is… 
C: Connecting through Christ! 
A: Go in peace, with Christ beside you. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

 
Coming Up at Advent Lutheran Church: November 27 – December 3 

 
Guests, we’d love to keep in touch! 

We encourage you to introduce yourselves to Pastor Tim 
Please sign our guest book in the narthex. God is doing great things in this community! We 

can’t wait to share them with you! 
 

Anniversaries and Birthdays This Week 
Angela Pohl and Ryan Hamelin - November 25 

Shirley Ransom - November 27 
Nolan Roper - November 27 
Shaun Ryan - November 29 

Amy Lee - November 30 
Nick Bank - December 2 

 
We encourage you to sign up for Advent’s WEEKLY FEED for more events and details.  Sign 

up by going to Advent’s website at adventlakeann.org and clicking on the sign up link. 
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Assisting in Worship Today 
 

Presiding Minister: Tim Jahn 

Music Provided By: Gwen Willson 

Altar Care: Ann Ditlow 
Communion Bread: Katy Jenks 

Fellowship Host:  Jim and Jan Pettys 
Service Assistant: Paul Leman 

Communion Assistants: Paul Leman and Keith Johnson 
Greeter: Amiee Erfourth 

Ushers: Peggy Burns and Ken Haines 

Acolyte: Ava Erfourth 
AV Assistant: Glenn Miller 

Counters: 
Heather Stetson-Leman  

and Keith Johnson 

We thank all those who have assisted us today. 
If you would like to assist in future worship services, please contact the church office. 

 
See you next Sunday, December 4, 2022! 

 
Please give to support Advent’s ministry: 

https://adventlakeann.org/support-our-ministry 
www.adventlakeann.org 

PO Box 249 
Lake Ann, MI 49650 

 
CONNECTING THROUGH CHRIST 

All liturgy and other music from Sundays and Seasons.com.  Copyright 2017 Augsburg 
Fortress.  All rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies 
Annual License #24120.  Hymns reprinted under Onelicense #A726225 or CCLI License # 

2704054. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian 
Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.  

Used by permission.  All rights reserved. 
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