
FIRST READING:  Acts 2:1-12 
Today we are reading from the First Nations Translation (FNT) published in 2021. 
It is a cultural paraphrase, using language and linguistic thought patterns to make 
Scripture come alive to Native people. 

 
The time for the full meaning of the ancient festival had now arrived. 
They had all gathered together in one place, when suddenly the sound of a great windstorm 
came from the spirit world above and could be heard throughout the house where they were 
sitting.  They saw flames of fire coming down from above, separating and resting on each of 
their heads.  The Holy Spirit had come down upon them and began to fill them with his life and 
power. New languages began to flow out from their mouths, languages they had never 
learned, given from the Holy Spirit. 
The Sacred Village of Peace (Jerusalem) was filled with devoted members of the tribes of 
Wrestles with Creator (Israel), who had come for the festival from every nation under the sun.  
A crowd began to gather when they heard the loud noise. 
In wonder and amazement, the crowd began to ask, “How is it that these people from Circle of 
Nations (Galilee) are speaking in our many languages?  For we all can understand them in the 
languages of the places we have come from! 
There are people here for the festival from nations and places close by and far away who are 
members of the tribes of Wrestles with Creator (Israel), and those from Outside Nations who 
have been taken into the tribes. 
“They come from Land of Victory (Parthia), Land in the Middle (Media), and Land of the 
Ancient ones (Elam).  Many come from Land Between Rivers (Mesopotamia), Land of Promise 
(Judea), Land of Handsome Horses (Cappadocia), Land of Black Waters (Pontus), and Land of 
the Rising Sun (Asia). Some come from Dry Wood (Phrygia) and Many Tribes (Pamphylia), and 
the territory of Land of Tears (Libya) near the village of Strong Wall (Cyrene). 
There are travelers from Village of Iron (Rome), both Tribal Members and Outsiders who have 
become Tribal Members, along with those who come from Flesh Eater Island (Crete) and Land 
of Wanderers (Arabia).  “We can hear them, in the languages of these nations, telling about 
the great and powerful things done by the Great Spirit!”  Many were amazed and confused 
and began to ask each other, “What can this mean?” 
A:  Word of God, word of life. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
  



FIRST READING:  Acts 2:1-21 
A reading from Acts. 
1When the day of Pentecost had come, [the apostles] were all together in one place. 2And 
suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the 
entire house where they were sitting. 3Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and 
a tongue rested on each of them. 4All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to 
speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. 
 5Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. 6And at 
this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in 
the native language of each. 7Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are 
speaking Galileans? 8And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native 
language? 9Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, 
Pontus and Asia, 10Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, 
and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 11Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages 
we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.” 12All were amazed and perplexed, saying 
to one another, “What does this mean?” 13But others sneered and said, “They are filled with 
new wine.” 
 14But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “Men of Judea 
and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. 15Indeed, these 
are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning. 16No, this is what was 
spoken through the prophet Joel: 
 17‘In the last days it will be, God declares, 
 that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, 
  and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 
 and your young men shall see visions, 
  and your old men shall dream dreams. 
 18Even upon my slaves, both men and women, 
  in those days I will pour out my Spirit; 
   and they shall prophesy. 
 19And I will show portents in the heaven above 
  and signs on the earth below, 
   blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 
 20The sun shall be turned to darkness 
  and the moon to blood, 
   before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day. 
 21Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’ ” 
A:  Word of God, word of life. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 


