
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

4th Sunday After Epiphany 

January 31, 2021 
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Welcome to Worship! 
We’re so glad you’re here! 

Prelude and Welcome 
 
Confession and Forgiveness 
P:  In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:  Amen. 
P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets 
are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C: Amen. 
P:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
 Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
P:  Most merciful God, 
C: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.  We have sinned 
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 
undone.  We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors 
as ourselves.  For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew 
us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of 
your holy name.  Amen. 
P:  In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 
forgives us all our sins.  As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his 
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of 

the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:  Amen. 
 
Opening Hymn      I Love to Tell the Story (ELW 661) 
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Prayer of the Day 
A:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you. 
Let us pray… 

Compassionate God, you gather the whole universe into your radiant presence and 
continually reveal your Son as our Savior. Bring wholeness to all that is broken and speak 
truth to us in our confusion, that all creation will see and know your Son, Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. 
C:  Amen. 
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First Reading:  Deuteronomy 18:15-20 
A reading from Deuteronomy. 
[Moses said:] 15The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among your 
own people; you shall heed such a prophet. 16This is what you requested of the LORD your 
God at Horeb on the day of the assembly when you said: “If I hear the voice of the LORD my 
God any more, or ever again see this great fire, I will die.” 17Then the LORD replied to me: 
“They are right in what they have said. 18I will raise up for them a prophet like you from 
among their own people; I will put my words in the mouth of the prophet, who shall speak 
to them everything that I command. 19Anyone who does not heed the words that the 
prophet shall speak in my name, I myself will hold accountable. 20But any prophet who 
speaks in the name of other gods, or who presumes to speak in my name a word that I have 
not commanded the prophet to speak—that prophet shall die.” 
A:  Word of God, word of life. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
Second Reading:  1 Corinthians 8:1-13 
A reading from 1 Corinthians. 
1Now concerning food sacrificed to idols: we know that “all of us possess knowledge.” 
Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up. 2Anyone who claims to know something does not 
yet have the necessary knowledge; 3but anyone who loves God is known by him. 
  4Hence, as to the eating of food offered to idols, we know that “no idol in the world really 
exists,” and that “there is no God but one.” 5Indeed, even though there may be so-called 
gods in heaven or on earth—as in fact there are many gods and many lords—6yet for us 
there is one God, the Father, from whom are all things and for whom we exist, and one 
Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all things and through whom we exist. 
  7It is not everyone, however, who has this knowledge. Since some have become so 
accustomed to idols until now, they still think of the food they eat as food offered to an idol; 
and their conscience, being weak, is defiled. 8“Food will not bring us close to God.” We are 
no worse off if we do not eat, and no better off if we do. 9But take care that this liberty of 
yours does not somehow become a stumbling block to the weak. 10For if others see you, 
who possess knowledge, eating in the temple of an idol, might they not, since their 
conscience is weak, be encouraged to the point of eating food sacrificed to idols? 11So by 
your knowledge those weak believers for whom Christ died are destroyed. 12But when you 
thus sin against members of your family, and wound their conscience when it is weak, you 
sin against Christ. 13Therefore, if food is a cause of their falling, I will never eat meat, so that 
I may not cause one of them to fall. 
A:  Word of God, word of life. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel:  Mark 1:21-28 
The holy gospel according to Mark. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
21[Jesus and his disciples] went to Capernaum; and when the sabbath came, he entered the 
synagogue and taught.22They were astounded at his teaching, for he taught them as one 
having authority, and not as the scribes. 23Just then there was in their synagogue a man with 
an unclean spirit, 24and he cried out, “What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have 
you come to destroy us? I know who you are, the Holy One of God.” 25But Jesus rebuked 
him, saying, “Be silent, and come out of him!” 26And the unclean spirit, convulsing him and 
crying with a loud voice, came out of him. 27They were all amazed, and they kept on asking 
one another, “What is this? A new teaching—with authority! He commands even the 
unclean spirits, and they obey him.” 28At once his fame began to spread throughout the 
surrounding region of Galilee. 
P:  The gospel of the Lord. 
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sermon 

 
Prayers 
A:  With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in need, 
and all of God’s creation. 
Lord Jesus, Holy One of God, your authority casts out evil and delivers us to wholeness. In a 
world that has become skeptical of human authority, help us to depend on the authority of 
your Word and your example, and live by it. 
A:  Lord in your mercy, 
C:  Receive our prayer. 

 
A:  In the sacrament of baptism, you give us the power to renounce evil and all that draws 
us away from God. Build up your church. Help us trust in your gift of baptism, and to freely 
offer it to all people. Guide the ministry of the baptized at Saint John Lutheran Church, 
Baroda and their pastor, Jim Morgan. 
A:  Lord in your mercy, 
C:  Receive our prayer. 

 
A:  Jesus, you taught with authority, and your teaching was open and accessible to ordinary 
people. Be with all who need access to education, especially young adults learning trades 
and pursuing a college education. Help us to value all types of education, and make them 
accessible to anyone with the willingness to learn.  
A:  Lord in your mercy, 
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C:  Receive our prayer. 

 
A:  We thank you for the gifts of researchers, scientists, and specialists in every field of 
study. Send your Holy Spirit on us, and guide us by your wisdom, to make daily decisions 
based on the best information we can find.  
A:  Lord in your mercy, 
C:  Receive our prayer. 

 
A:  Deliver any of your people who are oppressed by unclean spirits, literal or symbolic. 

Deliver those with substance abuse disorders, eating disorders, anxiety disorders, and other 

mental health struggles. Grant us compassion to care for the sick, and to support them in 

their journey, one day at a time.    

A:  Lord in your mercy, 
C:  Receive our prayer. 

 
A:  Keep watch with all who are sick or suffering in mind, body or spirit, Anna, Betty, Billie, 
Carolyn, Clarine, Dave, Evaristo, Hal, Jack, Laura, Lloyd, Michelle, Sharolyn, Staci, Steve, 
Virginia, Warren, and those we remember now, silently or aloud… 
A:  Lord in your mercy, 
C:  Receive our prayer. 

 
A:  Receive our prayers for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. 
C:  Amen. 

 
Thanksgiving for the Word:  Time after Epiphany 

 
P:  Holy God, 
Light of the universe, Teacher of truth, Giver of goodness, 
we hear your Word in the scriptures, 
proclaiming to us your wisdom 
and inviting us to follow your call. 
For speaking this Word, we thank you, O God. 
C:  We thank you, O God. 
 
Your Word came among us in Jesus, our brother, 
who preached your righteousness, healed the sick, 
and revived the brokenhearted. 
For giving us this Word, we worship you, O God. 
C:  We worship you, O God. 
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By your Spirit, bless all who receive this Word, 
that upheld by the mystery of the body of Christ, 
we may be light for the world, 
revealing the brilliance of your Son. 
For sustaining us with your Word, we praise you, O God. 
C:  We praise you, O God. 

 
Blessed are you, holy God, 
around us, with us, and in us, 
now and forever. 
C:  Amen. 

 
The Lord's Prayer 
C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 
and ever.  Amen. 

 
Announcements 

 
Benediction 
P:  The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 
C:  Amen. 

 
Closing Hymn     A Mighty Fortress is our God (ELW 504) 
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Sending 
A:  Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
C:  Thanks be to God!  

 
Please give to support Advent’s ministry: 

https://adventlakeann.org/support-our-ministry 

 

See you next Sunday, February 7th! 
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8:00 AM:  Worship online at www.facebook.com/adventlakeann 

10:30 AM:  Drive in Communion 

11:00 AM:  Zoom Communion (email adventlakeann@gmail.com for link) 
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