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Welcome to Worship! 
We’re so glad you’re here! 

 
 
Prelude and Welcome 
 
Confession and Forgiveness 

P:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
the fountain of living water, 
the rock who gave us birth, 
our light and our salvation. 
C:  Amen. 
 
P:  Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, 
 
we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness. 
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
 
We give you thanks, O God, 
for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters 
and by your Word you created the world, 
calling forth life in which you took delight. 
 
Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. 
Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. 
At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. 
By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, 
making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. 
 
We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, 
and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. 
Shower us with your Spirit, 
and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love. 
 
To you be given honor and praise 
through Jesus Christ our Lord 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
C:  Amen. 
 
 



3 | A d v e n t  L u t h e r a n  C h u r c h   

Opening Hymn    When Jesus Came to Jordan (ELW 305) 

 
 
Prayer of the Day 
A:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you. 
Let us pray… 

Holy God, creator of light and giver of goodness, your voice moves over the waters. 
Immerse us in your grace, and transform us by your Spirit, that we may follow after your 
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 
C:  Amen. 

 
First Reading:  Genesis 1:1-5 
A reading from Genesis. 
1In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2the earth was a formless 
void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face 
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of the waters. 3Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. 4And God saw that 
the light was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. 5God called the light 
Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the 
first day. 
A:  Word of God, word of life. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
Second Reading:  Acts 19:1-7 
A reading from Acts. 
1While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the interior regions and came to 
Ephesus, where he found some disciples. 2He said to them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit 
when you became believers?” They replied, “No, we have not even heard that there is a 
Holy Spirit.” 3Then he said, “Into what then were you baptized?” They answered, “Into 
John’s baptism.” 4Paul said, “John baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the 
people to believe in the one who was to come after him, that is, in Jesus.” 5On hearing this, 
they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 6When Paul had laid his hands on them, 
the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied—7altogether 
there were about twelve of them. 
A:  Word of God, word of life. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel:  Mark 1:4-11 
The holy gospel according to Mark. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
4John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins. 5And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of 
Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing 
their sins. 6Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, 
and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is 
coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. 8I have 
baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 
 
  9In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the 
Jordan. 10And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and 
the Spirit descending like a dove on him. 11And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, 
the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 
P:  The gospel of the Lord. 
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Sermon 
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Affirmation of Baptism 
P: Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of baptism as we come before God to make 
public affirmation of baptism into Christ. 
Let us pray. 
Merciful God, we thank you that you have made us your own by water and the Word in 
baptism. You have called us to yourself, enlightened us with the gifts of your Spirit, and 
nourished us in the community of faith. Uphold us and all your servants in the gifts and 
promises of baptism, and unite the hearts of all whom you have brought to new birth. We 
ask this in the name of Christ. 
C: Amen. 
PROFESSION OF FAITH 
P: I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the 
church. Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God? 
C: I renounce them. 
Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God? 
C: I renounce them. 
Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God?  
C: I renounce them. 
P: Do you believe in God the Father? 
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
P: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
C: I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

P: Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
C: I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 
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AFFIRMATION 
P: You have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend to continue in the covenant 
God made with you in holy baptism: 

to live among God’s faithful people, 
to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s supper, 
to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed, 
to serve all people, following the example of Jesus, 
and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth? 

C: I do, and I ask God to help and guide me. 
P: People of God, do you promise to support and pray for one another in your life in Christ? 
C: We do, and we ask God to help and guide us. 
P: Let us pray. 
We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give us new birth, 
cleanse us from sin, and raise us to eternal life. Stir up in your people the gift of your Holy 
Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of 
knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence both now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
 
Prayers 
A:  With all the baptized people of God, let us pray for the Church, the world, and all God’s 
creation.  
Lord God, our loving parent, you have called your church to a massive undertaking: to shine 
your light for others, through all we say and do. Remind us each new day that we are your 
beloved children, so that we can have the strength to keep on going in our mission.  
A:  Lord in your mercy, 
C:  Receive our prayer. 
 
A:  Shine your light through the ministry of every baptized Christian. Stir up your Holy Spirit 
in every congregation, including Grace Lutheran Church of Alpena, and Tom Orth, their 
pastor.   
A:  Lord in your mercy, 
C:  Receive our prayer. 
 
A:  Shine your light on our broken nation. We lift before you with anguish the events of this 
past week in our capitol. Call us to repentance, Lord. Help us to examine what words we 
have said or failed to say, that may have led us down this road. Set a watch over our hearts, 
and guard the door of our lips. Make us people of your truth. Help us commit as one nation, 
to turn in a different direction. Be with elected officials across the political spectrum, to 
stand up against violence, disorder and hatred. Grant us a peaceful transition of power over 
these next ten days, that we might seek the common good together. 



7 | A d v e n t  L u t h e r a n  C h u r c h   

A:  Lord in your mercy, 
C:  Receive our prayer. 
 
A: Continue to guide us through this time of pandemic. Send your healing to those with 

COVID-19, as well as those with other ailments, as hospitals run close to capacity. Guide the 

vaccination process, and deliver us to safer days.  

A:  Lord in your mercy, 
C:  Receive our prayer. 
 
A:  Be with those in our community who are struggling to make ends meet. Help us be 
awake and aware of the needs of others now, that we might help them in your name. Open 
new opportunities in the future, so that all your children may thrive and share in your 
blessings.  
A:  Lord in your mercy, 
C:  Receive our prayer. 
 
A:  Keep watch with all who are sick or suffering in mind, body or spirit, including Dana,  
Evaristo, Anna, Bethany, Betty, Billie, Carol, Carolyn, Clarine, Dave, Laura, Lloyd, Hal and Gwen, 
Jack, Michelle, Sharolyn, Staci, Steve, and those we remember now, silently or aloud… 
A:  Lord in your mercy, 
C:  Receive our prayer. 
 
A:  Receive our prayers for the sake of your Son, the Word made flesh, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C:  Amen. 
 
Thanksgiving for the Word:  Time after Epiphany 
P:  Holy God, 
Light of the universe, Teacher of truth, Giver of goodness, 
we hear your Word in the scriptures, 
proclaiming to us your wisdom 
and inviting us to follow your call. 
For speaking this Word, we thank you, O God. 
C:  We thank you, O God. 
  
Your Word came among us in Jesus, our brother, 
who preached your righteousness, healed the sick, 
and revived the brokenhearted. 
For giving us this Word, we worship you, O God. 
C:  We worship you, O God. 
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By your Spirit, bless all who receive this Word, 
that upheld by the mystery of the body of Christ, 
we may be light for the world, 
revealing the brilliance of your Son. 
For sustaining us with your Word, we praise you, O God. 
C:  We praise you, O God. 
  
Blessed are you, holy God, 
around us, with us, and in us, 
now and forever. 
C:  Amen. 
 
The Lord's Prayer 
C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 
and ever.  Amen. 
 
Announcements 
 
Benediction 
P:  The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 
C:  Amen. 
 
Closing Hymn   Songs of Thankfulness and Praise (ELW 310) 
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Sending 
A:  Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
C:  Thanks be to God!  

Please give to support Advent’s ministry: 
https://adventlakeann.org/support-our-ministry 

 

See you next Sunday, January 17th! 
 

8:00 AM:  Worship online at www.facebook.com/adventlakeann 

10:30 AM:  Drive in Communion 

11:00 AM:  Zoom Communion (email adventlakeann@gmail.com for link) 
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