
Worship Plan for Sunday, May 24, 2020  
Ascension of Our Lord, Transferred 
 

Memorial Day Prayer: For Those who have given their lives 
P: Eternal God, we give thanks for all those who have shown the greatest 
love by laying down their lives for others. We especially thank you for those 
in our military throughout history who have sacrificed their lives for their 
fellow citizens and for us who came after. As we remember their service, 
keep us mindful of all those for whom this day is a burden, and send your 
spirit of comfort to them. Be present with all the women and men who are 
serving in the military today. Though they are at war, let them live for the 
peace known only from you. Help us to be worthy of their legacy, and keep 
us mindful of their service, that in all things we may live our lives in praise 
and thanksgiving to you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
From Evangelical Lutheran Worship Prayer Book for the Armed Services (Augsburg Fortress, 2013), p. 65. From sundaysandseasons.com. © 2019 

Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (ELW p. 94) 
P: In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily 
magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C: Amen. 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Most merciful God, 
C: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we 
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you 
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 



P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and 
for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister 
of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the 

entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ 

Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 

 
PEACE 
Pastor Tim: The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C: And also with you. 
Share a sign of God’s peace with those in your household. If you know of 
someone who could use a reminder that they are not alone, text, email or 
call them at this time! 
 
GATHERING SONG Alleluia! Sing to Jesus (ELW 392) Verses 1-3 

 

  



 
 
GREETING 
 
Pastor Tim: Alleluia! Christ is Risen! 
C: Christ is Risen Indeed! Alleluia! 
P: The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
Communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
C: And also with you. 
 
A: Let us pray.  
Almighty God, your only Son was taken into the heavens and in your 
presence intercedes for us. Receive us and our prayers for all the world, 
and in the end bring everything into your glory, through Jesus Christ, our 
Sovereign and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
 
FIRST READING: Acts 1:1-11 
A: A reading from Acts. 
[Luke writes:] 1In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did 
and taught from the beginning 2until the day when he was taken up to 
heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles 
whom he had chosen. 3After his suffering he presented himself alive to 
them by many convincing proofs, appearing to them during forty days and 



speaking about the kingdom of God. 4While staying with them, he ordered 
them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for the promise of the Father. 
“This,” he said, “is what you have heard from me; 5for John baptized with 
water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from 
now.” 
  6So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the 
time when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7He replied, “It is not for 
you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by his own 
authority. 8But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon 
you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, 
and to the ends of the earth.” 9When he had said this, as they were 
watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10While 
he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men 
in white robes stood by them. 11They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you 
stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from 
you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into 
heaven.” 
A: Word of God, word of life. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL: Luke 24:44-53 
P: The holy gospel according to Luke. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
44[Jesus said to the eleven and those with them,] “These are my words that 
I spoke to you while I was still with you—that everything written about me in 
the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.”45Then he 
opened their minds to understand the scriptures, 46and he said to them, 
“Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on 
the third day, 47and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be 
proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48You are 
witnesses of these things. 49And see, I am sending upon you what my 
Father promised; so stay here in the city until you have been clothed with 
power from on high.” 
  50Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he 
blessed them. 51While he was blessing them, he withdrew from them and 
was carried up into heaven. 52And they worshiped him, and returned to 
Jerusalem with great joy; 53and they were continually in the temple blessing 
God. 
P: The gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 



 
CHILDREN’S SERMON 
 
SERMON 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY   Lord, You Give the Great Commission (ELW 579) 

 

 



 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

A: Trusting in the new life God gives, let us pray for the Church, the world 
and all of God’s creation.  
 
A: Lord Jesus, when you ascended, you promised power from on high. Stir 
up your Holy Spirit in your Church throughout the world. Give us the power 
to keep sharing your Word, the power to give thanks to you in all 
circumstances, and the power to let you guide us even when we are misled 
by fear and worry.  
A: Lord in your mercy, 
C: Receive our prayer. 
 
A: Your disciples responded to your ascension with joyful worship. Guide 
and inspire the worship of all Christian Churches, especially as they find 
ways to adjust to new realities. Be present in the worship of our partner 
churches, including Prince of Peace Lutheran Church, Portage, and Rachel 
Meier-Laughlin, their pastor.  
A: Lord in your mercy, 
C: Receive our prayer. 
 
A: Lord Jesus, when you ascended, you drew our eyes to the heavens 
above. We are thankful for the open sky, the beauty of the stars, and the 
unimaginable vastness of outer space. Give us humility when we ponder 
our small part in your creation. Give us wisdom to remember that our 
individual choices still count.   
A: Lord in your mercy, 
C: Receive our prayer. 
 
A: God, you are our refuge and our stronghold. We pray to you for our 
neighbors in Mid-Michigan who have lost their homes to flooding. Protect 
any who are still in danger. Bless the work of emergency responders and 
the National Guard. Sit with those who are in despair. Provide for your 
children who will need to rebuild, and help us to lend our hands and hearts 
in their efforts.   
A: Lord in your mercy, 
C: Receive our prayer. 
 



A: Show your goodness and mercy to all who are sick or suffering in mind, 
body or spirit, including Clarine, Evan, Greg, George, Lloyd, Guy, Cooper, 
Lindsay, Jolene, Allison, Anna, Cher, Emmy, Hal and Gwen, Jack, Katey, 
Laura, Michelle, Orson, Paula, Sharolyn, Staci, and those we remember 
silently at home… 
A:  Lord in your mercy, 
C:  Receive our prayer. 
 
A: In times of peace and in times of fear, let our praises and prayers reach 
your ears, and your healing reach our hearts, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 
C: Amen.  
 
REMEMBRANCE OF COMMUNION 
P: Let us pray. 

Lord Jesus, we believe that you are truly present in the Sacrament of the Altar, 
and in the bread and wine we receive your precious body and your blessed 
blood. we love you above all things and our souls thirst for you. 

We cannot receive you in the Sacrament at this time, but we ask you to come to 
our hearts through your blessed Word. You are present in your Word, and we 
receive you as if we were together with all our siblings in Sunday worship. Don’t 
let your presence drift away from us. With great eagerness we await the moment 
to be able to eat the bread of life and drink the cup of salvation; your body and 
blood.  

C: Amen.  

LORD’S PRAYER (ELW p. 221) 
 

P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

 C: Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 



but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
BLESSING (ELW p. 221) 
P:  Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

C: Amen. 
 
DISMISSAL (ELW p. 222) 
A: Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 


