
Worship Plan for Sunday, May 3, 2020  
Fourth Sunday of Easter 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (ELW p. 94) 
P: In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily 
magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C: Amen. 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Most merciful God, 
C: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we 
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you 
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and 
for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister 
of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the 

entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ 

Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 

 
PEACE 
Pastor Tim: The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C: And also with you. 
Share a sign of God’s peace with those in your household. If you know of 
someone who could use a reminder that they are not alone, text, email or 
call them at this time! 
 



GATHERING SONG Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us  (ELW 789) 

 
 
 
GREETING 
 
Pastor Tim: Alleluia! Christ is Risen! 
C: Christ is Risen Indeed! Alleluia! 
P: The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
Communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
C: And also with you. 
 
A: Let us pray.  
Let us pray.  



O God our shepherd, you know your sheep by name and lead us to safety 
through the valleys of death. Guide us by your voice, that we may walk in 
certainty and security to the joyous feast prepared in your house, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
 
FIRST READING: Acts 2:42-47 
A: A reading from Acts. 
42[The baptized] devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and 
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers. 
  43Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were 
being done by the apostles. 44All who believed were together and had all 
things in common; 45they would sell their possessions and goods and 
distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. 46Day by day, as they spent 
much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their 
food with glad and generous hearts, 47praising God and having the goodwill 
of all the people. And day by day the Lord added to their number those who 
were being saved. 
A: Word of God, word of life. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 23 
 1The LORD is my shepherd; 
  I shall not be in want. 
 2The LORD makes me lie down in green pastures 
  and leads me beside still waters. 
 3You restore my soul, O LORD, 
  and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake. 
 4Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall 
fear no evil; for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort 
me.  
 5You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; 
  you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over. 
 6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, 
  and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.  
 
 
GOSPEL: John 10:1-10 
P: The holy gospel according to John. 



C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
[Jesus said:] 1“Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the 
sheepfold by the gate but climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit. 
2The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. 3The 
gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his voice. He calls 
his own sheep by name and leads them out. 4When he has brought out all 
his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because they 
know his voice. 5They will not follow a stranger, but they will run from him 
because they do not know the voice of strangers.” 6Jesus used this figure 
of speech with them, but they did not understand what he was saying to 
them. 
  7So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the 
sheep. 8All who came before me are thieves and bandits; but the sheep did 
not listen to them. 9I am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved, and 
will come in and go out and find pasture. 10The thief comes only to steal 
and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life, and have it 
abundantly.” 
P: The gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
CHILDREN’S SERMON 
 
SERMON 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY The King of Love My Shepherd Is (ELW 502)  
v1-2, 5-6 
 

  



 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
A: Trusting in the new life God gives, let us pray for the Church, the world and all 
of God’s creation.  
 
A: Lord, with you as our shepherd, we shall not be in want. Calm our fears when 
we are anxious. Provide for families in financial distress. Open our eyes to see 
our neighbors in need, and open our hands to share.  
A: Lord in your mercy, 
C: Receive our prayer. 
 
A: Lord, you lead us through green pastures and beside still waters. We give you 
thanks for this planet on which we live. For the mountains and forests, the 
oceans, lakes and streams, and all forms of life which you have made, we praise 
you. Guide us in all our choices, that we may be good shepherds and 
responsible stewards of your creation.  
A: Lord in your mercy, 
C: Receive our prayer. 
 
A: Lord, you restore our souls and lead is in right pathways. Restore the souls of 
all who are weary. Be with leaders and decision makers in government, in 
hospitals, in churches and in businesses. Care for those who care for others. 
Lead them in their choices. Help them do the next right thing, and trust in you.  
A: Lord in your mercy, 
C: Receive our prayer. 
 
A: Lord, you have led us through many dark valleys before. Lead us through this 
dark valley of global pandemic. Comfort the sick, and those who care for them. 
Help us manage our fear, knowing you are with us. Bring healing and abundant 
life to us again.  



A: Lord in your mercy, 
C: Receive our prayer. 
 
A: Lord, your goodness and mercy follows us all our days. Show your goodness 
and mercy to all who are sick or suffering in mind, body or spirit, including 
Ralph’s family, Clarine, Evan, Greg, George, Lloyd, Guy, Cooper, Lindsay, Jolene, 
Allison, Anna, Cher, Emmy, Hal and Gwen, Jack, Katey, Laura, Michelle, Orson, 
Paula, Sharolyn, Staci, and those we remember silently at home… 
A:  Lord in your mercy, 
C:  Receive our prayer. 
 
A: In times of peace and in times of fear, let our praises and prayers reach your 
ears, and your healing reach our hearts, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C: Amen.  

 
THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD (ELW p. 220) 
P: Let us pray. 

P: O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you illumine our way 
through life with the words of your Son. Give us the light we need, awaken us to 
the needs of others, and at the end bring all the world to your feast; through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be 
honor and glory forever. 
C: Amen. 
 
REMEMBRANCE OF COMMUNION 
A: Let us pray. 

Lord Jesus, we believe that you are truly present in the Sacrament of the Altar, 
and in the bread and wine we receive your precious body and your blessed 
blood. we love you above all things and our souls thirst for you. 

We cannot receive you in the Sacrament at this time, but we ask you to come to 
our hearts through your blessed Word. You are present in your Word, and we 
receive you as if we were together with all our siblings in Sunday worship. Don’t 
let your presence drift away from us. With great eagerness we await the moment 
to be able to eat the bread of life and drink the cup of salvation; your body and 
blood.  

C: Amen.  

LORD’S PRAYER (ELW p. 221) 
 

P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 



 C: Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
BLESSING (ELW p. 221) 
P:  Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

C: Amen. 
 
DISMISSAL (ELW p. 222) 
A: Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
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