
Love wins. God loves you. And nothing is going to change God’s love for you.
There’s nothing you have done or will do that will make God love you any less or any more

than God does right now. There is nowhere we can go or have been or will go that is
“too far” for God to go to pursue us with love and grace. No matter what.

Does the story of Hosea have the power to inspire and shape my life?
How does this story connect to my story?
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Prince of Peace Lutheran Church      |      13901 Fairview Drive, Burnsville MN 55337      |      952.435.8102      |      popmn.org



READ HOSEA 11:1-9 in The Message Bible
“All of Israel has become unfaithful,” God tells the prophet 
Hosea, “so go and marry a prostitute.” (What?!)

So Hosea marries Gomer, the poster child for unfaithfulness, 
and they have three children. God tells Hosea to name the 
first Jezreel, after the site of a massacre. The second is to be 
named No-Mercy (Lo-ruhamah), because God has run out of 
mercy for the people. And the third is to be named Nobody 
(Lo-ammi), because God and the people have become 
nobodies to each other.

It’s Hosea’s job to warn the people about God’s impending 
judgment for their faithlessness. The religious leaders are 
called out for leading the people away from God, and the 
political leaders are called out for political partnerships with 
military powers instead of trusting in God. The book of 
Hosea uses marriage infidelity as a metaphor for the Israelites’ 
faithlessness, painting a grim picture of the relationship 
between people and God.

But in today’s story Hosea also uses images of a loving 
parent to describe God’s unending love. The Israelites, like 
belligerent children, continually push God away. And God 
responds like a parent with patient, unconditional love.

DIVE DEEPER INTO THIS TOPIC
Consider Romans 8:1 [NRSV] – “There is therefore now no 
condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.” Does this one 
beautiful verse capture the entire narrative of Hosea? What 
if the narrative of Hosea and Gomer isn’t about Hosea and 
Gomer, but a story about God and humankind?

What if the whole biblical narrative is about God’s love? Is 
the unconditional, extravagant, far-reaching love of God 
intended to woo us back, win us over, heal our hearts and 
change our lives? No matter what? How? And why?

NEXT WEEK: Isaiah 5:1-7 and 11:1-5

From Pastor Paul Gauche’s sermon: “Love wins. God loves you. There’s 
nothing you have done or will do that could make God love you any more 
or any less than right now. There is nowhere you have been or will go that 
is too far away for God to pursue you with love and grace. Nothing will 
change that. No matter what.” What do you think of these words? Are 
they true? For some people or for all people? If they’re true for some 
people, which ones? If they’re true for all people, why are some people 
still considered outsiders in our churches, communities and homes?

Why do many Christians proclaim an angry, judgmental God who is 
just waiting to punish us when we mess up? Does that miss the point 
of the questions we just answered about love? Do you think our culture 
has a broken, limited, or hurtful understanding of what judgment 
means? What does judgment mean to you?

Can judgment lead to destruction and brokenness? What does it feel 
like when judgment comes from someone who doesn’t care about you?  
Who gets to decide who is the judge and who is the judged? Does 
judgment bring us back to the story of the two trees, facing a choice 
between knocking each other down and helping each other grow?

What changes when judgment comes from someone who loves you 
no matter what? Can you hear a word of judgment differently when it 
comes from within a solid relationship? Why? Are judgment and love 
mutually exclusive? Can we call out our children’s negative behavior 
and still love them? Can God do that with us? How can judgment be 
like the rumble strips on the sides of a highway, keeping us on track? 
Can judgment lead to life, health and wholeness?

Have you ever assumed someone was mad at you simply because you 
thought you deserved it? Do we assume that about God? Is God angry 
with us, or do we feel like God ought to be angry with us? What part 
does our own remorse play in the way we imagine God in these stories?

Does God get angry? Does God need to be capable of anger in order to 
be capable of love? Is it a binary system: either love or anger; forgiveness 
or vengeance; mercy or wrath? Does God have to land on one extreme 
or the other? Is God ever ambivalent? Is that better or worse than an 
angry God? Think about the idea of God punishing us when we mess 
up, or rewarding us for our good deeds. Do those sound like human 
responses? Do we ever attribute our own human limitations and 
behavior to the Creator of the universe? Does God respond to us the 
way we respond to each other?  Is God like us? Is that what we want? 
Are we created in God’s image, or do we try to create God in ours?

What can we do about our tendency to abandon God? Are we more 
or less likely to be like the Israelites in this story when we begin with 
gratitude? Can gratitude impact our faithfulness? How? How could 
orienting ourselves toward gratitude reshape our relationships? Can 
we choose to be grateful? Can we choose every day between broken, 
judgmental behavior and relationships that bring life and wholeness?

Join us for deeper conversation: popmn.org/smallgroups, then click Engage Bible Study    |    pdean@popmn.org    |    Prince of Peace Lutheran Church
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HOSEA 11:1-9
The Israelites have become unfaithful to God. It’s Hosea’s job to warn 
the people about God’s anger. The religious leaders are called out for 
leading the people away from God, and the political leaders are called 
out for political partnerships with military powers instead of trusting 
in God. The people have done a lot of bad things.

But in today’s story Hosea also uses images of a loving parent to 
describe God’s unending love. The Israelites, like belligerent children, 
continually push God away. And God responds like a parent with 
patient, unconditional love.

TALK ABOUT THIS ...
From Pastor Paul Gauche’s sermon: “Love wins. God loves you. There’s 
nothing you have done or will do that could make God love you any more 
or any less than right now. There is nowhere you have been or will go that 
is too far away for God to pursue you with love and grace. Nothing will 
change that. No matter what.”

What do you think of these words? Are they true? For some people or 
for all people? If they’re true for some people, which ones? If they’re 
true for all people, why are some people still considered outsiders in 
our churches, communities and homes? What does unconditional 
love really look like?

Prince of Peace Children’s Ministry [Preschool - Grade 5]    |    Sun 9:45am    |     Wed 5pm & 6pm    |     Jess Olson: 952-898-9375 or jolson@popmn.org

THIS WEEK’S THEMES:
LOVE:
What is judgment? What is it for?
Is judgment only hurtful? Is it only helpful?
What is God’s judgment like?

PROGRESS:
Can God get angry? Is God about anger or love?

LOVE:
Does living with gratitude, and being thankful
for the world and your family and friends,
change you? Does living with gratitude
help you handle all the love you get from God?

FAITH5 ... A BEDTIME ROUTINE FOR FAMILIES

SHARE your highs and lows from the day. READ the Bible story.
TALK about how the Bible story relates to your highs and lows.
PRAY for one another’s highs and lows, and BLESS one another.

MORE INFORMATION:  faith5.org
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“Love wins. God loves you. And nothing is going to change God’s 
love for you. There’s nothing you have done or will do that will make 
God love you any less or any more than God does right now. There is 
nowhere we can go or have been or will go that is “too far” for God 
to go to pursue us with love and grace. No matter what.”

A number of years ago I was part of a team of pastors that partnered 
with the Faribault Corrections Facility. Once a month I’d gather with 
a group of guys doing time for crimes from everything from DWI 
and theft to assault and homicide. The range in length of sentence 
was from 20 months to 18 years. It was a humbling, if not sobering 
experience to walk into the facility, surrender my wallet and keys, 
my belt and jacket and then walk through a body scanner and three 
sets of holding cells before walking in to meet with a dozen and a 
half inmates who had signed up for the worship service that evening.

Over the years I had a lot of remarkable experiences with that group 
of guys, but one stands out in particular. Somewhere along the way 
I had started to use a verse from the book of Romans as a kind 
of benediction—a blessing at the end of the service. I would have 
those guys stand in a circle, take each other’s hands and then I’d read 
this from Romans 8:1… “There is therefore now no condemnation 
for those who are in Christ Jesus.” I remember the first time I did 
that how the words just sort of came out and hung there in the 
air. No one moved. They all just stood there holding on to each 
other. So I said it again: “There is therefore now, no condemnation 
for those who are in Christ Jesus.” Here was a group of guys who 
knew condemnation. Condemned—found guilty by family, friends, 
people they knew and loved, people they didn’t know, condemned 
by themselves and, rightly so—appropriately so, condemned—held 
accountable by the system that demanded that they pay for their 
crimes. They knew condemnation.

Several weeks into this on one of those evenings as the service was 
ending, I somehow happened to forget to say the verse. We gathered 
in a circle, held each other’s hands and I prayed for these guys, we 
prayed the Lord’s Prayer and I told them I would see them next 
week. As I let go of the hands of the guys on either side of me, 

there seemed to be some unfinished business in the room. And then 
finally one of the guys asked, “Pastor Paul, aren’t’ you going to say 
it?” “Say what?” I asked. “Aren’t you going to say that verse for us?” 
My mind was racing. And then it came to me: “There is therefore 
now no condemnation …” I looked around and every guy had his 
eyes closed. “…for those who are in Christ Jesus… There is therefore 
now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. They 
absolutely soaked in this profound news: “There is therefore now no 
condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.”

It could easily be said that Romans 8:1 is, in one beautiful verse, 
what the narrative of Hosea is in one profound book. In a nutshell, 
the book of Hosea a remarkable story about God’s enduring, 
steadfast love for all people no matter what. And that unconditional, 
extravagant, far-reaching love of God is intended to woo us back, 
win us over, heal our hearts and change our lives. All of this comes to 
life so rather vividly by depicting Hosea’s marriage experience with 
his wife, Gomer. She is the poster child for unfaithfulness. And the 
story unfolds in such living color that that you know there’s just got 
to be some deeper message. It’s like the eternal optimist, the one 
born with an extra dose of positivity who, standing in a horse barn 
up to her knees in hooey, crud and corruption exclaims, “There must 
be a pony in here someplace!” It’s through this story that God wants 
to speak into (can I say it: the ‘barnyard of …) our lives and say 
to us, “You are mine! You are the person I created, the one I called 
into being, the one I breathed life into, the one I made to be alive, 
to feel alive, not just to exist, but to thrive, to live out loud, walk 
tall, breathe free, to be less lonely, less exhausted, less conflicted and 
afraid, more awake, more grateful, more energized and purposeful.”
The whole narrative in the book of Hosea is a kind of holding in 
tension several important pieces: the Holiness of God, the depravity 
of humankind, the consequences of broken relationships because of 
sin, the inevitability—and necessity of judgment and the amazing 
grace and awesome love and mercy of God. And in the end, that past 
piece is the golden thread that runs through this whole book.

So what I want to do is draw a few conclusions about this powerful 
story and give us some things to put into practice this week.

First, Love wins: God’s love is endless. In the book of Hosea, God 
says again—I want you to know how much I love you; that love 
wins. I want you to know that nothing is going to change my love for 
you. There’s nothing you have done or will do that will make me love 
you any less or any more than I does right now. There is nowhere 
you can go or have been or will go that is “too far” for me to go to 
pursue you with love and grace. No matter what.” The whole biblical 
narrative—I mean the whole thing is about God’s love. The narrative 
of Hosea and Gomer isn’t about Hosea and Gomer. This is a story of 
God and humankind.

Second, judgment is our friend. I think it’s safe to say that we 
generally have a tough time with the whole issue of judgment 
because most—if not all of us have had really negative experiences 
with judgment. Someone criticizes us. Someone judges us unfairly. 
Someone judges us harshly or inappropriately and we’ve reacted to 
that by putting up walls and barriers of defense to protect ourselves. 
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Relationships suffer and break. And then when we try to reconcile 
our only life experience with the image of God who judges us like 
that, we’re often left with an distorted picture of an angry God who 
is just waiting for us to mess up, slip, fall, and slide back into the 
pit of condemnation. Who wants a God like that? I’m going out 
on a limb, here, with an image of a God like that, it’s no wonder 
the mainline church in America is sliding into decline. With that 
distorted picture we completely miss what God has said from the 
beginning: “I want you to know how much I love you; that love 
wins. I want you to know that nothing is going to change my love for 
you. There’s nothing you have done or will do that will make me love 
you any less or any more than I does right now. There is nowhere you 
can go or have been or will go that is “too far” for me to go to pursue 
you with love and grace. No matter what.”

But having said that let’s not misunderstand: judgment is necessary 
and can be very helpful when we understand healthy judgment—the 
kind of judgment that comes from God is rooted in loving, honest, 
grace. Judgment and love are not two mutually exclusive things. We 
can call our wayward children out of negative behavior into aliveness 
and wholeness and still love our kids. When we know and trust God’s 
love for us, then we can be okay with judgment because we know 
and trust that it leads to life and health and wholeness. We all bear 
the responsibility of creating safe places that allow people to hear 
and even use appropriate judgment. You know how this goes: when 
judgment is about my behavior and not my being-- when it’s about 
what I do and not about who I am that’s healthy, helpful judgment 
and I can trust it as helpful and life-giving. Some years ago, Pastor 
Jeff used the helpful image of rumble strips on the side of the road. 
When we veer off-course and are heading into the ditch, we don’t 
lash back at the rumble strips with something like “Hey, who do 
you think you are, rumble strips? Who are you to remind me that 
I’m running off the road right here and headed for a crash? Mind 
your own business! Rumble strips judge our driving; they help us 
live and thrive. When we know God’s love is safe, then we’re open 
to judgment. Judgment is productive when it begins with love. It 
begins with hearing again when God says to you, “I want you to 
know how much I love you; that love wins. I want you to know that 
nothing is going to change my love for you. There’s nothing you have 
done or will do that will make me love you any less or any more than 
I does right now. There is nowhere you can go or have been or will 
go that is “too far” for me to go to pursue you with love and grace. 
No matter what.”

Thirdly, grace grows gratitude. When we live our lives in gratitude 
everything changes. When we orient ourselves toward grace we 
reshape everything about our lives; our relationships and how we live 
with and love one another. When we hold grudges against others, 
we’re back to eating form from the tree of the knowledge of good 
and evil—setting ourselves up as judges over others. But when we 
live in grace and gratitude flows from that, we’re eating from the tree 
of life which suggests health, strength, thriving, fruitfulness, growth, 
vigor and all that we mean by aliveness.

So here’s what I’d like you to do this week… let’s start here and work 
backward toward the beginning. Be grateful for the grace you’ve 
been shown. Someone has extended grace to you when you didn’t 
deserve it; someone has shown love to you when you least expected 

it, someone has breathed life into you and you are breathing again. 
Give thanks. Give it up to God with thanksgiving. Thank God for 
them and then thank them. Then, once you’re on safe ground with 
gratitude, think about the rumble strips in your life. What needs 
to change in your life? Where is God trying to get your attention? 
What new thing might God be calling to into? Then take the step 
into that. Maybe, just maybe God needs you to speak a word of 
grace into someone’s life, help them reorient themselves toward 
God, help them renew their commitment to this amazing God who 
wants them to hear this: “I want you to know how much I love you; 
that love wins. I want you to know that nothing is going to change 
my love for you. There’s nothing you have done or will do that will 
make me love you any less or any more than I does right now. There 
is nowhere you can go or have been or will go that is “too far” for me 
to go to pursue you with love and grace. No matter what.”


