
The people of Israel struggle with epic violence and bloodshed as they try to balance their greedy 
desires and their need for power with God’s vision for them. Who is their king? Who do they worship?

Finally David is anointed the shepherd king. In a gesture of unity, he brings the Ark of the Covenant, 
the physical presence and reminder of God’s covenant with the people, into the city of Jerusalem.

Does the story of David have the power to inspire and shape my life?
How does this story connect to my story?
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ReAD 2 SAMUEL 5:1-5 & 6:1-5 in The message Bible

Ruth and Naomi finally find a new life, joining the lineage 
to a yet-to-be-imagined kingdom. The story shifts to an epic 
tale of kings, wars, greed, betrayal and fallen heros. 1 and 2 
Samuel are the Bible’s Game of Thrones: high drama and grand 
tragedy. It’s the story of loosely-connected tribes becoming 
one nation, creating radical social and religious change.

The Ark of the Covenant, where God was thought to 
dwell, is put into storage, and the people demand a king. 
They’re warned that a king, by nature, will promote greed 
and selfishness rather than community living, but they 
don’t listen. They anoint Saul, who lets anger, paranoia and 
selfish violence creep into his rule. So they turn to David, 
inciting jealousy and further violence. The kingdom splits, 
with the northern half ruled by one of Saul’s sons, and the 
southern half ruled by David. More violence follows as the 
two kingdoms duke it out. David unifies the country with 
another act of violence: defeating Jerusalem. He brings the 
Ark of the Covenant into the city, making it a religious center.

Throughout this bloodshed, the kings (including David) 
struggle to remain loyal to God as their greed, and their need 
to keep and justify their power, takes center stage instead.

DIVe DeePeR INTO THIS TOPIC
Read chapter 11 in Brian McLaren’s We Make the Road by 
Walking. Consider these questions near the end of the chapter:

“How do we deal with political and economic systems that are 
destroying the planet, privileging the superelite, and churning 
out weapons of unprecedented destruction at unprecedented 
rates? How will we deal with religious systems that often have 
violent extremists on one wing and complacent hypocrites on the 
other? How will we grapple with complex forces that break down 
family and community cohesion and leave vulnerable people at 
great risk – especially women, and especially the very young and 
the very old? How will we face our personal demons – of greed, 
lust, anxiety, depression, anger, and addiction – especially when 
people are spending billions to stimulate those demons so we will 
buy their products?”

NeXT WeeK: 1 Kings 12:1-7

Why do the people want a king? Do we, also, want a king? Does this 
story remind you of election coverage and political debates? What kind 
of a king are we seeking? Do we want a shepherd king or a warrior 
king? What is the difference?

Why is it in our nature to constantly think in a “me first” way? Is 
it common in our culture to build our own “kingdoms” by taking 
whatever we want, whenever we want it, with no regard for the cost? 
Why? And what is the cost? Do we pay for “me first” living with 
our marriages, our families, our safety, our community? Is this why 
workplaces can be emotionally dangerous, why school lunchrooms 
can be demoralizing, and why highways can be littered with senseless 
accidents? How is our “me first” attitude responsible for the countless 
ways we shatter relationships? Why do we continue to live this way?

What do we worship today? Merchandise and possessions? The Black 
Friday ads that will soon overwhelm us? Perfect lawns, nice cars, 
and lavish vacations? Technology? Do we sit on the thrones of our 
televisions, sports stadiums, social media, and bank accounts? What 
sort of power do we have in our society, in our own kingdom? Do we 
have the power to make choices every single day that can either help 
or hurt each other and the world in which we live? Think back to our 
very first story about the two trees in the garden. How is it that we have 
responsibility for all creatures, and yet we keep exploiting everything 
and everyone around us? Like the kings, do we struggle to remain loyal 
to God as our greed, and our need to justify and keep our power, take 
precedence over God’s vision for us and for the world?

Can you feel the tension between our consumer society and God’s 
economy? What happens when we want a king who protects us, 
provides for us, and keeps us safe ... but instead we find a God who 
proclaims that the last shall be first, that we need to give ourselves and 
our possessions away, that we have to die to ourselves in order to truly 
live? Is that your king? Is it difficult to live like that’s your king? Why?

What about the Ark of the Covenant? Does God dwell in the Ark? Does 
God only exist in the Ark? Is God only on the altars of our churches, 
only near stained glass windows and cross icons? Or is God also on the 
streets, in the dirt and grime of the world, wherever there is life and 
breath? Does God exist in places that might surprise us?

Why did the Israelites put God in storage? Is it possible to put God in 
storage, in a dusty old box? Do we ever do that? Will God stay there, 
tucked away, until we let God out? Or is God with the Israelites – and 
with us – all along? Why did they need the Ark? Do we need one?

Is David’s idea to move the Ark a good metaphor for us today? Do we 
need to move the church forward into new places? Do we need to take 
our God out of storage? How does this relate to our vision, and the 
steps we need to take to make our vision a reality? Do we need to unite 
our kingdom? Does our kingdom need to change? Who is our king?
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2 SAMUEL 5:1-5, 6:1-5
This is an epic story about kings, wars, greed, betrayal and fallen 
heros. 1 and 2 Samuel are packed with drama and tragedy as these  
loosely-connected tribes try to become one nation.

The Ark of the Covenant, where God was thought to live, is put into 
storage. The people demand a king, even though they’re warned that 
kings can be greedy and selfish. The people don’t listen, and they 
anoint Saul. King Saul lets anger, paranoia, selfishness and violence 
creep into his rule. So they anoint David, creating jealousy and more 
violence. The kingdom splits, and the two kingdoms fight with each 
other. David unifies the country with yet another act of violence: 
defeating Jerusalem. He brings the Ark of the Covenant into the 
conquered city, so God can live with the people.

Throughout all this fighting, the kings (including David) struggle to 
remain loyal to God as their greed, and their need for power, grows.

TALK ABOUT THIS ...
Do we have a king in our country? What is a king like? Is a king 
supposed to be greedy and selfish? Or should a king take care of 
everyone, like a shepherd? Is God like a king? Which kind of king?

In this country, we care a lot about our stuff: toys, houses,  electronics, 
and everything we buy. We like having more. But God works the 
opposite way. God is about generosity, love, sharing, and taking care 
of the earth. What happens when we get selfish or greedy, like the 
kings in this story? How can we start to live more like God?
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THIS WEEK’S THEMES:

PReSeNCe:
Why did the people think God lived in the Ark of 
the Covenant? Is God only in special places, like 
church? Or is God everywhere? Is God here now?

SuRPRISe:
Do we spend a lot of time thinking about what
we want, and what we own, and what we buy?
Is God like that? Do we want what God wants?

PROGReSS:
Can we live God’s way instead of our way?
How?

FAITH5 ... A BeDTIme ROuTINe FOR FAmIlIeS

SHARe your highs and lows from the day. ReAD the Bible story.
TAlK about how the Bible story relates to your highs and lows.
PRAy for one another’s highs and lows, and BleSS one another.

mORe INFORmATION:  faith5.org
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One of the first words kids learn how to say with deep conviction is 
the word “mine”; especially in relationship with other kids. If I like it 
- it’s mine. If it’s in my hand at the moment – it’s mine. If I can take 
it away from you- it’s mine. If I was playing with it before but set it 
down and now someone else is playing with it – it’s still mine. Mine, 
mine mine. Toddlers are very adept at creating their own kingdoms 
where they would become the king or queen of “everything is mine”. 
However, it’s not just toddlers that want to be the king or queen of 
“everything is mine”. I find that the temptation to create our own 
kingdoms span across all age groups and is a deeply tragic part of 
our history as humans. It’s tragic because when we are busy building 
our own kingdoms, building our own ego’s, building a castle of our 
selfish desires; we typically hurt others in the process. Building our 
own kingdoms turns us into a bunch of takers, who take whatever 
we want, when we want it, with no regard to the cost. And the 
cost is destroyed marriages and family systems, workplaces that are 
emotionally and physically dangerous, school lunchrooms that are 
destructive and demoralizing, highways filled with motorized killing 
machines, and countless other ways in which relationships are 
shattered. And the tension exists because we are called by a God who 
says, don’t waste your time building your kingdom, it’s only going 
to crumble anyway. Come join me in building a kingdom where the 
last are first, where you have to die to truly live. God calls us to join 
a kingdom full of givers who are bringing restoration and life to a 
world who is seeking, not a castle on a hill, but a whole city on a hill 
that shines brightly, welcoming all into a life of hope.

As we continue to seek how God’s story and our story connect, we 
see how this tension played out in the life of one of the most famous 
Hebrew characters of all time, a man we know as King David. Last 
week Pastor Sandy connected God’s story to our story through 
the beautiful story of Ruth and Naomi, two outsiders who found 
welcome and grace in God’s kingdom. Ruth becomes the great-
grandmother of King David, whose descendants include Joseph the 
father to Jesus. However David was not born a king. He was born 
into a shepherd’s family, and was raised to care for sheep.

(If you want to engage with this story more deeply you are invited 
to come to the engage bible study or grab a weekly connect off the 
back tables.)

Here’s a little bit of the back story. David was born at a time of deep 
change for his people the Israelites. They were a people who had 
no king because God was their king and yet the people wanted a 
human king. All the other cultures around them had a king. Why 
shouldn’t they? They ask God to give them a king and God warns 
them. Remember what kings do? They take. God tells them that a 
king will take their sons, take their daughters, take their crops, take 
their animals and even take their freedom. It’s all about “mine, mine, 
mine” with kings. But the people are convinced that they know best, 
so a king is anointed. His name is Saul. However Saul is not a good 
king and so God goes out to find a new king and God finds the 
shepherd boy David. David goes to work for Saul, defeats a huge 
giant named Goliath and becomes a great war general. Saul has given 
up on God but David remains faithful and Saul becomes jealous of 
David. A civil war breaks out, Saul is killed and so are all of Saul’s 
sons which leaves David to assume the throne. And it’s here where 
we pick up the story. Read 2 Samuel 5:1-5

So David becomes king but these verses tell us something much 
more. Remember what a king does? A king takes. It’s all about “mine, 
mine, mine” with kings. But what do the elders call David? They 
call him a shepherd. They call him the “shepherd of the people”. 
This is a massive shift in what it means to be a king. It’s a huge 
challenge because the main role of a shepherd is to care for the sheep. 
A shepherd is a giver; shelter, food, security.  It’s almost a recipe for 
disaster as David has all the power of a king and the responsibility 
to use it by not saying “mine, mine, mine”, but by saying “yours, 
yours, yours.” 

I say it’s almost a recipe for disaster though. As you can imagine King 
David struggles with this power. And at times he fails miserably and 
at other times he succeeds magnificently. After all that David has 
gone through. After all that David has accomplished. After all the 
glory that David received. After all his Goliath killing and battle 
winning one thing remains true. It’s God’s kingdom, not David’s. 
It is kind of hard for kings to remember that. God holds David 
accountable time after time. King David has a king too. Read 2 
Samuel 6:1-5.

For the Israelites the Ark of God was the very seat of God. This was 
God’s throne, from which God ruled the universe. It’s impossible to 
build your own kingdom when you have given yourself to worship 
another. In this case God.  It’s hard to say “mine, mine, mine” while 
you are dancing and singing “yours is the kingdom”.  This is one of 
the reasons why God calls us to come and gather in community to 
worship. God knows our toddler brains are still seeking to scream 
out “mine, mine, mine”. Just look at the political environment 
we live in where billions of dollars are being spent to yell “mine, 
mine, mine” 24/7/365. Are we like the Israelites who are desperately 
waiting to crown a new king or queen? Or maybe we’re like David, 
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seeking our accomplishments, seeking glory, defeating giants and 
winning battles and trying to build our own kingdom.  But God 
calls us to worship, to sing, to dance in the presence of the true 
king who leads us to be givers. To be shepherds. When we worship 
our God we are freed from the need to build our own kingdom 
because in worship we are reminded who the true king is. When we 
worship our God we are no longer given over to our toddler “mine, 
mine, mine” reactions, but are able to bear witness to where God’s 
kingdom exists in our lives.  When we worship our God we are called 
to account for those kingdom building moments in our lives and by 
grace we are included, welcomed, into the city on the hill that brings 
us a life of hope. So sure we are like the Israelites. We are like David. 
Both broken and blessed and loved by the true king who calls us 
to gather and sing of God’s glorious kingdom, shaping us to be the 
givers, the shepherds, of the world.


