
The Egyptians tried to wear down the Israelites by forcing them into slavery and mistreating them. 
Instead, the Israelites multiplied and grew stronger. When we are burdened or mistreated we may feel 
defeated, but our burdens can make us stronger.

Does the story of Moses have the power to inspire and shape my life?
How does this story connect to my story?

GOD’S STORY EXODUS 1:8-14, 3:1-10   |  10/04/15
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READ EXODUS 1:8-14, 3:1-10 IN THE MESSAGE BIBLE
The new Egyptian Pharaoh is anxious about the large number 
of Israelites in his kingdom. He oppresses them, ruthlessly 
forcing them to work on impossible tasks.
One day, the shepherd Moses sees a bush that’s on fire, but 
not burning. God speaks to him from the bush, telling him 
that he’s standing on holy ground, and instructing him to go 
Pharaoh and bring the Israelites out of Egypt.

BACKGROUND FOR TODAY’S STORY
Some sixty years after the death of Joseph (whose story 
includes sibling rivalry, jealousy, lying, cheating, a murder 
plot gone horribly wrong, a super-colorful coat that would 
go on to inspire a hit Broadway musical, and twists and turns 
that would make your head spin), there’s a revolution.
This revolution results a new regime, a new Pharaoh in Egypt. 
The old one had appreciated Joseph and the Israelites. This 
one does not. Because of Joseph’s popularity and strength as 
a leader, the Israelites have risen to great prosperity, and this 
threatens the new king. He forces them to work as slaves. To 
halt their numbers, male Israelite babies are killed. But one 
survives: Moses. Through his mother’s cunning, this Israelite 
baby is raised in the Egyptian king’s home. Eventually Moses, 
torn between two worlds, leaves both oppressor and oppressed 
and sets out live in the wilderness as a shepherd.
Meanwhile, the Israelites’ situation goes from bad to worse. 
They need God’s help. God announces to Moses the good 
news that still speaks to aching, broken, searching hearts 
today: God knows, God sees, God hears, God comes to 
deliver God’s people.

ADDITIONAL PERSPECTIVES
Are we the oppressors, the oppressed, or the rescuer? Dive 
deeper into this story: We Make the Road by Walking, chapter 
9, by Brian McLaren.

NEXT WEEK: Deuteronomy 5:1-21 and 6:4-6

When have you felt defeated or hopeless? What happened? Did it help 
you grow into an even better version of you? Was God faithful during 
your struggle? What does that mean? Is a faithful God one that will 
grant all your wishes and wrap your life up into a tidy package? What 
does it really mean to trust God during challenging times? Should we 
trust God when everything falls apart? If God doesn’t promise to fix 
everything ... then what exactly does God promise?

In this story the Israelites cry out to God, and God sends a rescuer. 
Is that what we should expect from God? Does God send rescuers? 
Always, or just sometimes? Is everyone rescued in the end? When is 
“the end”? What if you need to be rescued from a hopeless situation, 
but nothing happens? Where is God then? Are we all called to be 
rescuers, like Moses? Should we rescue everyone, or are there limits?

The burning bush is on fire, but not consumed. What do you make 
of that? Is it symbolic of the Israelite condition? They’re overwhelmed, 
burdened, crushed ... yet thriving. Are you ever like that? Can you 
be crushed and thriving at the same time? Have you ever had to pull 
together and move on after a tragedy or disappointment? Is this story 
still relevant today? How could it inspire us when things get tough?

Why are the Israelites thriving despite their bitter conditions? Is it 
because God is with them? Is there ever a time when God is not with 
them? Is God ever not with us, today? If God is a constant in our lives, 
why do we have all the ups and downs? Why the pain and sorrow? 
Do we forget about God’s presence? Often? What would change if we 
could truly trust in God’s presence even in the worst of times? Do we 
dare do that? Is that kind of presence a fairy tale? Look back over your 
life so far. What does your personal experience tell you?

Stunned by the burning bush, Moses takes off his shoes as a sign that 
he is standing on holy ground. What does that mean? Did the ground 
around Moses become holy when God spoke to him? Or was it always 
holy? Where is your holy ground? Where does God speak to you? Does 
God speak in all kinds of ways, in all kinds of places? Is it possible 
that all ground is holy? Is the entire earth a holy place where we thrive 
despite the flames of struggle? Is the entire earth a place where God 
speaks, and where God is present? Is any place not holy? Where?

What is your burning bush? How is God trying to get your attention? 
What new story are you reluctant to begin? What are you ignoring?

Does this story affect your response to the rickety boats filled with 
refugees, families desperate to find a haven in some country, somewhere? 
Are these people so different than the ancient Israelites? How do 
you reflect the face of God into these refugees who seek safety, food 
and shelter for their families? Closer to home, how can you provide 
hope and healing for children, seniors and people in poverty in your 
community? How will you take seriously your call to break the cycles 
that keep people oppressed and enslaved? How are you like Moses?
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Everyone needs a little rescuing from time to time; some people need 
a lot. It was another heart-wrenching story of over-crowded boats 
capsizing in the frigid waters off the Libyan coast. Greek television 
footage showed parts of the boat in this latest disaster floating in 
the water off Rhodes with people holding on to it or swimming to 
the shore. The story went on to report that a surge in people fleeing 
violence and poverty in Africa and the Middle East has increased 
the pressure on Greece, a gateway into the European Union for 
migrants who attempt risky boat crossings. Greece announced a 
series of measures to deal with the wave of refugees – most of them 
from Syria – but said this was international problem, not just a 
Greek problem. All of that sort of got real personal as I watched a 
video from the news report that I haven’t been able to shake. A man 
wades into the icy waters as the waves toss the wrecked and shredded 
boat. Someone lifts a small child – about the same age as my oldest 
granddaughter, Ruby Grace from a floating plank; lifts her up and 
into the arms of a rescuer. And the child is safe. A child, someone’s 
child, someone’s granddaughter. 

This present day story is actually rather ancient, isn’t it? Ancient, 
but tragically current: people on the move, running for their lives; 
people fleeing oppression and violence, trying to get out from under 
the weight of bigger powers, bullies on a global scale as well as a local 
level; people seeking a better life—to say nothing of life itself; people 
aching for someone to step in, lift them up and rescue them. 

Whether ancient or current, it’s a painfully common story. That 
world is our world. What happened back then is still happening 
now. Often in the bible, when there is a big problem, God prepares 
a person or people to act as God’s partners or agents in solving that 
problem. In this case, God prepares a man named Moses. Guess 
what? God is still doing that. In other words, God gets involved by 
challenging us to get involved.

We’re in the fourth week of our adventure through the Narrative 
Lectionary. And as Exodus opens, Joseph, the son of Jacob about 
whom Jeff preached last week, has welcomed his brothers into 
Egypt as immigrants and refugees to escape a fierce and grinding 
famine in their land to the north. Finding refuge in Egypt solved the 

famine problem, but being refugees and immigrants made them very 
vulnerable as a people. In the first part of the passage for this weekend, 
the Hebrew people, as Abraham’s descendants were then called, 
were enslaved—that is to say they had come under the oppressive 
power of the ruler of Egypt. But they had also grown in numbers, so 
much so that the Egyptians had begun to fear that they might rebel. 
In response, the Egyptian ruler, the pharaoh, called for a gradual 
genocide by decree that all of the male babies born to the Israelite 
slaves be thrown into the Nile River to drown. You can see how 
this strategy would have left the next generation of Hebrew women 
either barren or vulnerable to sexual enslavement by Egyptian men. 
After one generation, no more pure Hebrews would be born. The 
Israelites were in dire straits. Verses 13 and 14 can break your heart: 
“The Egyptians became ruthless in imposing tasks on the Israelites, 
and made their lives bitter with hard service in mortar and brick and 
in every kind of field labor. They were ruthless in all the tasks that 
they imposed on them.” The people of God needed rescuing from 
their captors, they needed God’s help. God sends Moses.

This is an epic story of oppression and terrorism. But it’s also a story 
of response and rescue. It’s a story that, as ancient as it seems, sadly, 
gets played out again and again in our world today. And as one 
more rickety boat crashes on some shoreline filled with immigrants 
and refugees – someone’s granddaughters and grandsons trying to 
get out from under the weight of bigger powers, and as Prince of 
Peace commits to providing hope and healing for children, seniors 
and people in poverty in our own communities, we’ll need to take 
seriously our call to break the cycles that keep people oppressed and 
enslaved and take stands with those who are seeking a better life—to 
say nothing of life itself. We’ll need to come to grips with God’s call 
to partnership; to be there for people aching for someone to step in, 
lift them up and rescue them.

But it’s the second part of the passage that takes place at the site of 
the burning bush or, perhaps, more importantly, on a mountain that 
provides hope and a way of moving forward. In scripture, significant 
things take place in significant places. Every time the movement of 
God takes a significant turn, it happens on a mountain. God is up 
to something here. God is up to rescue and God will call Moses 
into a significant role in God’s plan. So God needs Moses’ attention, 
and what better than a burning-yet-not-consumed-bush. It’s also 
significant—and we can’t miss this—that this burning-yet-not-
consumed-bush is the exact reflection of the Israelite’s condition in 
Egypt as well as an attention-getter of biblical proportions for Moses. 
The people of God, utterly overwhelmed by their oppressors in what 
could be described as a “grinding servitude and bloody persecution, 
and yet, in spite of the cruel policy that was bent on annihilating 
them, they continued as numerous and thriving as ever. The reason 
for their thriving, of course, was that God was in their midst. God 
had never and would never leave them—ever, no matter what. So in 
the midst of this pivotal moment, Moses takes off his sandals as an 
acknowledgment that the ground on which he is standing is utterly 
holy and that the God of the universe is calling him to put on his 
work boots for the sake of others. God announces to Moses the good 
news that still speaks to aching, broken, searching hearts today: that 
God knows, God sees, God hears, and God show up through the 
people of God anywhere for the people of the world everywhere.

Join us for deeper conversation: popmn.org/smallgroups, then click Engage Bible Study    |    Prince of Peace Lutheran Church

SERMON: Paul Gauche             EXODUS 1:8-14, 3:1-10   |   10/04/15



Join us for deeper conversation: popmn.org/smallgroups, then click Engage Bible Study    |    Prince of Peace Lutheran Church

That’s what the passage says. But we know that it’s still speaking. So 
what is it saying? When we read this passage we don’t just read it as 
historical information; we don’t read it so much to find out what 
has happened, I read it to find out what can happen—that hope can 
come out of despair, that healing can come out of brokenness, and 
that joy can come out of sadness, that life can come out of death. 
And so we read this passage and focus on where we find ourselves in 
it. There are times in life when we are “the oppressed” and needing 
someone like Moses to rescue us, get us out of trouble. There are times 
when we are the “oppressor” making someone else’s life challenging, 
if not miserable because of behaviors we choose, and values we hold. 
But by far the most helpful, if not faithful way to read this story 
is to focus not on ourselves, but on someone else is oppressed and 
become part of their rescue. That is to say, seriously consider God’s 
call to bring peace, comfort, courage, assistance, hope, guidance to 
the life of someone in need. We have the opportunity to see ourselves 
as Moses for those who need of some kind of rescue in their life. As 
a congregation, we’ve made the bold commitment to walk into the 
next fifty years stepping up and stepping into the lives of people in 
need in Dakota County with particular attention to children, seniors 
and people in poverty. We, like Moses, can step up for people in 
need with food, furniture, clothing, dental care, spiritual guidance 
and so much more. God announces to Moses the good news that 
still speaks to aching, broken, searching hearts today: that God 
knows, God sees, God hears, God show up—God sees misery and 
calls us to be God’s hands. God hears cries and knows suffering and 
calls us to partner in the alive and thriving work of God. God comes 
to deliver people from being stuck, enslaved, and caught in cycles of 
anger, fear, resentment, addiction.

So let me ask you a couple of questions. What’s the burning bush 
in your life right now—how is God getting your attention? Perhaps 
God has gotten your attention through a personal crisis or there’s 
been a change or transition in a friend’s life and you’re feeling 
compelled to help. You’re aware of some spiritual immigrants—
someone for whom faith is like a foreign land, for whom “church” 
is not home, not familiar, not comfortable, but yet faith is kind of 
stirring. And you’d like to help that person connect with a small 
group of people to explore faith questions. Here’s the thing: God 
wants to partner with you to help someone else be able to say, “I’m 
alive and thriving!” God wants to partner with you to help someone 
else understand that God knows, God sees, God hears; that God 
shows up.

So here’s the deal: you’re going to encounter someone this week and 
that moment will be like a burning bush of hope and renewal for 
them. Be ready. And when you encounter them, take your shoes off, 
sit down with them and listen to their story, and then take a step 
into alive and thriving. Take a step into alive and thriving by serving 
others.

I think, right off the top of my head about an opportunity to 
volunteer at Echo Park or an elementary school in your neighborhood 
or a school near your workplace. What a concept: an elementary 
school with hundreds of kids with needs of all kinds being impacted 
by a congregation of thousands of people with amazing skills and 

abilities. Committing to one hour a week working with kids who 
need help with reading, writing or math can really change the lives of 
those students; someone’s granddaughter or grandson. That’s a great 
step into alive and thriving!

I think of the hundreds of seniors who live in the care centers in our 
communities. Dropping by for a few minutes each week creates all 
kinds of meaningful connections between residents and those of us 
who are able to stop by brings joy and life into often lonely days and 
evenings. That’s a great step into alive and thriving!

I think of ongoing ministry of the Mission Outpost or the 
opportunity to join others in small groups or even taking a risk and 
becoming a new participant in the senior choir or even making a 
commitment to increasing your financial support of the mission 
and ministry through Prince of Peace. These are all ways of stepping 
into alive and thriving. What’s it going to be, church? What’s your 
next step? The fire is burning; the burning-yet-not-consumed-bush 
is ablaze with the presence of God. Let’s take a step this week into 
alive and thriving.



EXODUS 1:8-14, 3:1-10
The new Egyptian Pharaoh is anxious about the large number of 
Israelites in his kingdom. He forces them into slave labor to keep 
them from growing more powerful. The Israelites are miserable and 
hope to be set free.
One day, a shepherd named Moses sees a bush that’s on fire, but 
not burning up. God speaks to him from the bush. God tells Moses 
to tell Pharaoh to set the Israelites free. Moses takes off his shoes, 
because he’s sure he must be standing on holy ground.

TALK ABOUT THIS ...
Are you ever the oppressed, like the Israelites? Do you ever need 
help? Is there a situation that’s outside of your control, and you need 
someone to help you? Do you ever ask God for help?
Are you ever the oppressor, like the Egyptians? Do other people ever 
need help because of something that you do or say? Are there ways 
you could be more loving and more welcoming to others?
Are you ever the rescuer, like Moses? Can you be there for someone 
who needs you? Is there someone at school or on the playground who 
really needs a friend? Does God ever ask you for help?
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THIS WEEK’S THEMES:
PRESENCE:
Where is God? Where does God speak to you?
Is the whole world holy, or just some places?

RELATIONSHIP:
The Israelites were scared and sad, and they 
needed help. Do you know anyone like that?
How can you help them? 

PROGRESS:
God got Moses’ attention with the burning bush.
How is God getting your attention?
What new thing does God want you to do?

FAITH5 ... A BEDTIME ROUTINE FOR FAMILIES

SHARE your highs and lows from the day. READ the Bible story.
TALK about how the Bible story relates to your highs and lows.
PRAY for one another’s highs and lows, and BLESS one another.

MORE INFORMATION:  faith5.org
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