
It’s never too late! We worship a God of promises who brings new life to even our darkest moments.  
The story of Abram and Sarai is a powerful reminder of God’s desire to make all things new.

Does the story of Abraham and Sarah have the power to inspire and shape my life?
How does this story connect to my story?
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READ GENESIS 18:1-15 & 21:1-7 IN THE MESSAGE
Three strangers show up outside Abram’s tent. Abram makes 
sure they have water, and then sets about preparing the best 
food he can find for them. The men tell Abram they’ll return 
in a year, and at that time Abram’s wife, Sarai, will have a 
child. Sarai hears this and laughs, because she is way too old 
to have a baby.
Yet Sarai does have a baby, and she names him Isaac. She 
proclaims that God has blessed her with laughter.

BACKGROUND FOR TODAY’S STORY
A lot has happened since last week’s creation story, including 
the first murder, a big flood, and an attempt to reach heaven 
through the Tower of Babel. Humanity is continually up to 
no good, but each time God meets people with grace. In the 
ancient world of vengeful gods, this is surprising and new.
Now God is promising to bless Abram and Sarai, and use 
them to bless the whole world. Making a great nation whose 
purpose is to bless other nations undermines the tribal 
human mindset that still plagues us today, yet Abram and 
Sarai do what God asks. They leave all they have, clinging to 
little more than God’s promise.
But later they seem to give up on God’s promise, as Sarai 
remains childless. It’s Abram’s household slave, Hagar, who 
bears Abram’s child ... a common practice at the time.
We join the story as Abram and Sarai are 99 and 89 years old, 
respectively. God’s promise is reiterated through the visitors, 
and Sarai laughs at the absurdity of it all. Yet it does come 
to pass, somehow, and in a wonderful twist of irony the old 
couple names their baby Isaac, which means “laughter.” Mom 
and dad’s names are changed to Sarah and Abraham, and a 
whole new thing begins.

ADDITIONAL PERSPECTIVES
Read more about Abraham and Sarah: We Make the Road by 
Walking by Brian McLaren, chapter 6.
Dive further into today’s story: workingpreacher.org/
preaching.aspx?commentary_id=1087 by Rolf Jacobson.

Is the Bible filled with stories about people who live happily ever after? Or 
are many people in these stories killed, persecuted, or facing hardships 
in a brutal world? Abraham and Sarah leave a comfortable home to 
follow God’s request. Does this make their lives easier? Does following 
God make our lives easier? Why do we do it? Will we get what we want 
if we have enough faith and patience? Is that God’s promise? Does 
God really make the impossible possible? How often? And for who?

What happens when God doesn’t do the impossible? Does this story feel 
hollow if you’ve just experienced a loss, a death, an irreversible change 
in your life? How do you feel about this story if you lose your home, 
if you have to bury a loved one, if you face divorce, or if you never do 
have that baby? Can you still believe that anything is possible with 
God? Why, or why not?

Do we get all twisted up sometimes, worrying about whether stories 
like these are historical fact or fairy tale? Why? When we’re stuck in 
that anxiety, do we ever miss the point? Is it possible that this story 
isn’t about Sarah, or Abraham, or even the baby? Could it be revealing 
something about God, instead? What?

What does this story tell us about the heart of God? Is God faithful, 
even when we lose faith? Is God able, even when we’re not? Is God 
working on a merit system, or does God delight in turning our sadness 
into joy? Is God like a parent on Christmas morning, enjoying our 
excitement even more than we do? Does God laugh? Do we ever use 
the word “laughter” to describe God? Does the media ever portray God 
as delightful, and eager to share our joy? Would anything change in 
our world if we started proclaiming a joyful, laughing, delighted God?

Genesis is filled with stories about rebellious, violent people. Into that 
mess of human failure God declares God’s intention to bless the world. 
Why? What does that say about God? What does that say about us? Is 
it ever too late for us? Do we get another chance to be faithful? Do we 
get another one after that? Do our chances ever run out? Do you think 
God will ever lose patience with humanity, and abandon us all? Do you 
think God will ever lose patience with you? Why, or why not? What 
does your answer reveal about God? What does it reveal about you?

Why would God make a great nation to bless other nations? Is God 
doing something unexpected here? Do tribes and nations usually bless 
and protect themselves first? Could God be showing us how to turn our 
focus away from ourselves, and towards others? Why is that important?

How does this story speak into current events like the global refugee 
crisis? What does “blessed to be a blessing” mean now? Is this crisis too 
big, too political, too impossible? Or are all things possible with God? 
Are people dying while we’re debating our role in the solution? Can this 
improbable baby Laughter, born to an old woman, give us hope that 
the impossible really is possible, and we can help? Is that why we read this 
story? Do we need a dose of hope to push us forward into a new thing?
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The next time you’re tempted to give up on your dreams…
The next time you get to feeling that it’s just too late for you…
The next time you start to wonder if God has given up on you…
I want you to remember the name Maxcy Filer.

As a young man Maxcy had been inspired by Thurgood Marshall 
and developed a passion for seeking justice for the underdog. God, 
Maxcy felt, had put a dream into his heart to become a lawyer. And 
so, Maxcy went to law school and in 1966 took the California bar 
exam. He didn’t pass, and so he tried again. And again. And again. 
He took the bar exam in Los Angeles, San Francisco, San Diego, 
Riverside and anywhere else that it was offered. He took the bar 
exam when his children were still living at home, and he took the 
bar exam with two of his sons when they earned their law degrees. 
Maxcy took the bar exam after he started working for his sons as a 
law clerk in their office. And he kept taking the bar exam when he 
reached an age when most people start thinking about retirement.
 
Finally, after 25 years, $50,000 in fees for exams and countless review 
courses…after a total of 144 days spent in testing rooms Maxcy Filer 
passed the bar exam on his 48th try. He was 61 years old. You might 
just wonder why Maxcy didn’t just give up and pursue something 
else, but Maxcy said that he just couldn’t give up because he believed 
that God had planted a dream in him to become a lawyer, and he 
believed that God never gave up on him.

Isn’t that a great story? It actually reminds me a lot of the story 
that unfolds in today’s scripture reading, the story about God and 
a couple named Abraham and Sarah. Let me set up the story before 
we read it together. One of the golden threads that runs through the 
stories of the bible is this: God is always up to something good, even 
when we are not! That’s a really clear message in the early chapters 
of Genesis, chapters that are filled with stories of people who are 
up to no good, people who rebel against God and do violence to 
one another. But into that mess of human failure God declares his 
intention to bless the world. Not punish it, but bless it! And how 
will God bless the world? He chooses do it through a couple named 

Abraham and Sarah. God says to them, “I’m going to bless you with 
a child, and your family is going to become a great nation of people 
that I’ll use to bless the whole world.”

That’s an amazing promise. And it planted an amazing dream in 
Abraham and Sarah’s hearts because at that moment, they had no 
children. And as we read through the story of Abraham and Sarah in 
Genesis God repeats that promise to Abraham and Sarah over and 
over again. “I’m going to bless you with a child, and through that 
child I’m going to bless the world!” Awesome, right? The problem is, 
Abraham and Sarah kept getting older and older, but they still had 
no child. They passed through their 30’s and no child. They passed 
through their 40’s and no child. They got their AARP cards in the 
mail, and still no child. They passed through their 60’s and 70’s and 
still no child. We can only imagine that somewhere along the way 
Abraham and Sarah just gave up. They just lost hope in their dream. 
They lost faith in God’s faithfulness.

In today’s scripture reading we find Abraham at the ripe old age of 
99, and Sarah a very spry 89…and still no child. Now let’s read “the 
rest of the story.” [Genesis 18:1-15; 21:1-7].

Can you blame Sarah for laughing? She’s 89 and Abraham is 99 and 
these three strangers say, “Hey, next year we’ll be back and you’ll 
have a son.” I’m not sure whether I’d laugh or cry. But in the end it’s 
God who has the last laugh, because in a year at age 90 Sarah holds 
a newborn son in her arms. And they name the boy “Isaac”, a name 
that means “laughter”. It’s an amazing story!

And like many stories in the bible we can get all twisted up in 
whether this story is historical fact or fairy tale, but in doing so we’d 
miss the point. At the heart of it this story isn’t about Abraham and 
Sarah and whether they can have a baby in their old age; it’s about 
God. It tells us something important about who God is and what 
God’s heart is like.

I loved Christmas when I was a child, but nothing compares to the 
joy of being a parent of young children on Christmas morning. 
Nothing compares to watching your child unwrap a gift that they 
desperately wanted but were certain they wouldn’t get, perhaps 
because they were naughty and not so nice. Nothing compares to 
watching their eyes light up and their mouths fall open with awe and 
wonder. Around the Christmas tree in that moment the only thing 
greater than your child’s joy and delight is your joy and delight. 

The story of Abraham and Sarah declares that that is what God is 
like. God is a like a parent who delights in delighting us. God is 
faithful, even when we lose faith. God is able, even when we’re not. 
God is the one who delights in turning our sadness into joy. Nothing 
is too hard for God, and so it’s never too late for us.

So, does that mean that we’ll always get what we want if we just wait 
long enough? No. Taken as a whole the bible is pretty clear about the 
fact that we don’t always get what we want. But taken as a whole the 
bible is also abundantly clear that God is faithful. God is faithful to 
his promise to love us, to always be with us, to bring light into our 
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darkness, turn our mourning into joy, to move us from deadness to 
aliveness.

A friend of mine lost her spouse to a very sudden heart attack years 
ago. She and her husband had been one of those inseparable couples, 
the kind that finished each other’s sentences and often looked at one 
another like newlyweds. She was devastated by his death, rocked by 
grief. In the depths of that grief she said, “I’ll never know love again.” 
From where she sat in that moment, that’s how it looked to her. 
That’s how it felt to her. Her life was over. It was too late for her to 
know love again. But God was faithful to her through her grief. Even 
on those days when she doubted God’s existence, God never stopped 
believing in her. God worked through grief group and family and 
friends. God’s Spirit held her heart until, like a flower, it was ready 
to open again. And it did open again. On the day that she and her 
new fiancé were planning their wedding she reflected on her journey. 
Losing her first husband was not what she wanted, but in the midst 
of it all God had been faithful. Nothing is too hard for God, and so 
it’s never too late for us.

Maybe you’re here today and you’re where my friend was years ago, 
where Abraham and Sarah once were. You’re tempted to give up on 
your dreams. You feel like it’s just too late for you. You wonder if 
God has given up on you. To you I want to say, “Don’t give up 
hope.” Remember Maxcy Filer. Remember Abraham and Sarah. 
More importantly dare to believe that what today’s story proclaims is 
true: God is faithful. Nothing is too hard for God, and so it’s never 
too late for you.

And if you’re not in that dark place of doubt and despair today, 
know that you may very well cross paths with someone who is this 
coming week. I want to challenge you to believe that God may 
well choose to express his faithfulness through you – your listening 
ear, your centered presence, your warm embrace, your words of 
encouragement. 

You see, the story of Abraham and Sarah may have happened long 
ago, but God’s story is still being written…in you and through you. 
Because nothing is too hard for God, it’s never too late for you.



GENESIS 18:1-15 & 21:1-7
Abraham is hanging out in his tent when he sees three strangers. 
Abraham gives them food and water. The men tell Abraham that his 
wife, Sarah, will have a baby. Sarah hears this and laughs, because she 
is way too old to have a baby. She is almost 90 years old! Yet Sarah 
does have a baby, and she names him Isaac, which means laughter.

TALK ABOUT THIS ...
God does an amazing, absurd thing in this story. God has promised 
Sarah a really big family, but she’s old enough to be a grandma when 
she has a baby. Sarah has given up on having children, and now she 
laughs because it’s just so crazy.

Is anything possible with God? Has something crazy like this ever 
happened to you? Are God’s promises fulfilled in unexpected ways?

But sometimes things don’t go so well. Sometimes we don’t get 
the miracle we really want. Sometimes people we love get sick, or 
relationships get broken, and everything gets messed up. Is God with 
us even then?

What is God really like, when we’re happy and when we’re sad? Are 
promises fulfilled only for people who are well-behaved, or does God 
want laughter for every person in the world? Can you help God by 
being a joyful miracle for someone else who really needs you? Who?
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THIS WEEK’S THEMES:
WONDER:
Does following God make everything in your life
work out perfectly? Or are things still difficult or
sad sometimes? Then why do we follow God?

SURPRISE:
What does this story tell us about God?
Does God have a sense of humor?
Is God joyful and funny and delighted?

CHARACTER:
Is it ever too late to be who God made you to be?
Is it ever too late to be a blessing to someone else?

FAITH5 ... A BEDTIME ROUTINE FOR FAMILIES

SHARE your highs and lows from the day. READ the Bible story.
TALK about how the Bible story relates to your highs and lows.
PRAY for one another’s highs and lows, and BLESS one another.

MORE INFORMATION:  faith5.org
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