
PROGRESS
God calls us forward
into new understanding.

RELATIONSHIP
God calls us to be
a loving community.

SURPRISE
God challenges
our assumptions.

RESURRECTION
God brings new life.

AND ...
What themes do
YOU see in these stories?

LOVE
God loves

unconditionally

WONDER
God can handle our

questions and doubts.

PRESENCE
God is with us, near us,

and around us.

CHARACTER
God works through

broken and flawed people.

THEMES

Join us for deeper conversation: popmn.org/smallgroups or pdean@popmn.org      |      Prince of Peace Lutheran Church

GOD’S STORY
What is God like? Who am I? Where did I come from? Why am I here?

What is God up to in the world? Where is this world headed?
These are some of the fundamental questions of life, questions that people have been        
asking for thousands of years. What if there was an epic novel, a compelling story, that     
offered deep and thought-provoking answers to those questions? Would you read it?

The Bible is that kind of story. What happens when we stop treating it like a reference 
manual, a rule book, or an account of what God did long ago? What changes when we read 
it instead as the story of what God is doing here and now, in you and in all of us? Does this 
story have the power to inspire and shape us?

Each week we’ll explore more of this epic adventure, and each week we’ll provide questions 
to help you connect these stories to your life. We’ll search for themes and patterns woven 
through the narrative. Pick up new questions after worship each week, or find them online 
at popmn.org, and add them to your folder.



What does it mean to love unconditionally? What does it mean to be loved unconditionally? Is there any way to earn or achieve this? Do 
you ever feel unworthy of that kind of love or affirmation? Is it as difficult to be loved as it is to love others? Is it also freeing? Is the idea 
that God loves us unconditionally at odds with our understanding of the Bible, particularly the Old Testament? Is this a God of wrath, 
anger, and punishment? Is there another way to read the passages that seem vengeful?

Are all things really possible with God? Can God really do anything? Are miracles real? If so, why do so many horrible things happen? 
Why doesn’t God fix everything? Why doesn’t God fix my life? Can I be a Christian and still ask these questions? Is it okay to have doubts? 
Can God handle our questions and our doubts? Does God welcome honest, vulnerable searching and uncertainty?

Where is God? Is God up in the sky or out in space somewhere, looking down on us every now and then? Do we have to struggle to get 
God’s attention? Was God physically present with us for the first time in Jesus’ birth? Or has God been here with us since the beginning 
of time? Is God only with us in the good times? Or is God present even when everything is awful, and prayers seem unanswered? Is God 
surrounding all of us right now?
Is God only present in “holy” places like churches and altars? Do we need to go to church to find God? Or is everything holy? Can God be 
with us in our most mundane moments at home, work or school? What implications does this have for our daily lives? Could everything 
really be spiritual? Could all ground be sacred?

Do you need to be perfect to be included in God’s story? Does God still want you when you feel unworthy, broken, flawed, and messed 
up? Can you make so many mistakes that you get thrown out of God’s story? Or can God work in and through you just the way you are? 
Is the Bible filled with flawed people? Which of these characters reminds you of you? Why? What part do you play in this story?

Do some stories in the Bible seem brutal, backwards or archaic to you? Is the purpose of God’s story to advocate for slavery, male privilege, 
polygamy, conquest, non-synthetic fabrics and proper food handling? Or is the story bigger and better than that? Do we miss the point 
when we get stuck in those places?
Did human progress halt 2,000 years ago, or is God continually calling us forward into new understanding? What happens when we read 
the Bible as a story of progressive human consciousness? Could this story be about people who are called forward, out of their old world 
view, and into new ways of living with more love, grace, and inclusion? What new understanding is God calling us into today? What 
world view do we need to leave behind?

What do we do with the unconditional love that God showers on us? What does it mean to be “blessed to be a blessing”? Are we supposed 
to convince other people to think exactly the same way we do? Are we “better” than those who do not claim a Christian label? 
As our understanding of God’s love, grace and inclusion grows, do we feel increasingly compelled to share it with others? Can we become 
so filled up with love that we can no longer stand for injustices that we used to ignore? How does this epic story affect our daily lives, our 
interactions, our politics, our families? What is our responsibility to our community and the world? How are we blessed to bless others?

Is the purpose of this epic story to scare non-believers into becoming believers? Or are these stories and parables often directed at              
religious insiders? Are these stories and parables intended to provoke Christians who think they have all the answers? Do they challenge 
our boundaries, our ideas about who’s in and who’s out? What does it mean that the last shall be first, and the weak shall be strong? Do 
these stories illustrate an economy of love and grace that’s completely different than anything we’ve created? Can they provoke us into a 
counter-cultural lifestyle, one that mirrors the way of Jesus? Can these stories surprise us?

Did the resurrection happen one time, to one man, many years ago? Or does it still happen, daily, in our lives? Is resurrection woven into 
the world’s seasons and cycles? Will the sun still rise in the morning after our darkest night? Can God make something new grow in our 
worst tragedies, in our biggest mistakes, and in our deepest fears? Can God really bring new life?

What other themes emerge as you read this story? How does this story connect to your life? Where do you see yourself in this story?

ABOUT THE THEMES
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READ GENESIS 2:4-25 IN THE MESSAGE BIBLE
God created the world, and then created a living soul – a 
man – to inhabit it. God created a garden filled with trees and 
plants and rivers. God did not want the man to be alone, so 
God created animals, which the man named. But in them he 
did not find a partner. So God created another human, this 
time a woman, to be the man’s partner.
Also in the garden were two trees, the Tree of Life and the 
Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil. God invited the 
people to eat from any tree in the garden except for the Tree 
of the Knowledge of Good and Evil. If they ate from that tree, 
they would die.

BACKGROUND FOR TODAY’S STORY
This creation story, and the one we find in Genesis 1, were 
likely written as a response to the prevailing mythology of 
Israel’s neighbors, who claimed that the world was created 
from the blood of an evil deity. The writers of Genesis           
rejected that theory, claiming instead that the world was 
created by a loving God, one infused with creativity and life, 
a God who declared all the world to be “good.”
Rather than historical or literal accounts of how creation 
happened, these stories are proclamations about who created 
all things. These stories explore the driving force behind 
creation by asking if it was born out of anger or love. What 
is the nature of the Creator? In that sense, this story is the 
foundation for everything that is to come.
The two trees in this story set up an immediate tension 
between the driving forces of love and anger. One tree brings 
life, the other brings death. How we look at these two trees, 
and how we choose between them every day, also informs the 
way we read the rest of this epic story called the Bible.

ADDITIONAL PERSPECTIVES
Here’s another perspective. What do you think? robbellcom.
tumblr.com/post/67379374479/what-is-the-bible-part-10

Interested in learning about Enuma Elish, the Babylonian 
creation story? Start here: crystalinks.com/babyloniancreation.
html and gly.uga.edu/railsback/CS/CSMarduk.html

Why are we here? What is our purpose? What is this world for, and 
what is our role in it? Is the creation story we’re reading today literal? Is 
it a myth? Is it poetry? Does it matter? Why?

What do we hope to discover in stories like this one? Are we still trying 
to answer the same questions that people have been asking for centuries? 
Why? Consider the recent mission to Pluto: news.nationalgeographic.
com/2015/150714-pluto-flyby-new-horizons-space/ Why does this 
fascinate us so much? What keeps us exploring? Could figuring out 
where we’re from give us insight into where we’re headed? 

What is God’s role in the world? Why do the writers include poisonous 
fruit in this garden? What are they saying about God? Why would a 
loving God create a world like this one, full of tragedy, violence, and 
death? Yet, isn’t the world also full of love, abundance and generosity? 
What is the nature of the universe? What is the nature of God?

This story was probably a response to the prevailing creation story at 
the time, in which the world was born out of bloodshed (see links to 
Enuma Elish, bottom left). What compelled the writer of Genesis to 
buck tradition and step forward with a new story? How did this creation 
story call its original audience forward into new understanding? Was an 
all-loving, creative God a new idea? Does this story still call us forward? 
Is an all-loving God still a new idea? Do we ever live as though it’s 
anger or wrath, rather than love, at the foundation of our story? Why? 
What happens to people today who try to tell a new story about God?

Why are there two trees? What does it mean for us to choose the Tree 
of Life? Is it difficult to choose that tree? Why? Are we wired to desire 
the intelligence or cunning of the other tree? Isn’t that what drives us 
to discover and explore, to ask questions, and to tell these stories in the 
first place? We try to teach our kids right from wrong, and send them 
to school ... so why is the knowledge of good and evil a bad thing?

What happens when you make decisions about right and wrong? Do 
you start to judge different ideas, opinions, or even people as “wrong”? 
Could your judgments be mistaken, biased by your own insecurity? 
Does the Tree of Knowledge invite us to unravel the creation that God 
has declared “good,” pitting ourselves against what we judge to be evil? 
Could that lead to separation, hatred, classism, racism, even death? 
Are those the driving forces of the universe? Can we learn to wield our 
knowledge with love and compassion? Is that harder than it sounds?

Remember the backlash against the dentist who killed Cecil the lion? 
[theguardian.com/society/2015/aug/04/why-feel-cecil-the-lion-not-
humans-calais-migrants] Many people didn’t just judge his actions as 
evil; they judged the man himself as evil, launching a social media 
feeding frenzy involving shame and revenge. Is that what it looks like to 
eat from the Tree of Knowledge? What unravels when we judge people 
in that way? Are we still choosing between the two trees? Can death still 
come when we choose the second one? Is this story still relevant today?
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GENESIS 2:4-25
God created the world, a person, and a garden filled with trees, plants, 
rivers and animals. But the person was lonely, so God created another 
person for company. There were two special trees in the garden: the 
Tree of Life and the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil. God 
told the people to eat from any tree in the garden except that last one, 
because that one could kill you.

TALK ABOUT THIS ...
This week’s focus is on the two trees. One brings life, and the other 
does not. Why would someone eat fruit from the Tree of Life? Why 
would someone eat fruit from the other tree?

Imagine that the “knowledge” you get from that second tree makes 
you judgmental. When you eat that fruit, you think you know what’s 
good and what’s bad, and you start to criticize your friends and your 
family. Does this lead to arguments, squabbles and tears? Is this story 
about choosing between life-affirming and destructive behavior?

Do we get to choose between the Tree of Life and the Tree of 
Knowledge every day? Talk about a time you’ve chosen the Tree of 
Life, and a time you’ve chosen the other tree. When have you chosen 
to be kind? When have you chosen to be unkind? What happened?
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THIS WEEK’S THEMES:
LOVE:
How is God loving in this story?

WONDER:
How is God mysterious in this story?

PROGRESS:
Does this story help you become more loving?

RELATIONSHIP:
Which tree do you choose at home? In school?
How can you choose the Tree of Life more often?

CREATION

FAITH5 ... A BEDTIME ROUTINE FOR FAMILIES

SHARE your highs and lows from the day. READ the Bible story.
TALK about how the Bible story relates to your highs and lows.
PRAY for one another’s highs and lows, and BLESS one another.

MORE INFORMATION:  faith5.org


