
Our Part in the Story:  
Daily devotions on Sunday’s Narrative Lectionary text  

September 27, 2015: Jacob Wrestles God
Genesis 32:22-30

Share your highs and lows for the day. 

Read Sunday’s entire text each day to learn the story deeply. 
Today’s reading jumps two generations from last Sunday. Jacob is 
the son of Isaac, and grandson of Abraham and Sarah.  

✤Jacob steals a blessing from his brother and receives a 
blessing from a stranger. Share some of your favorite blessings 
or write one of your own. 
✤Hold a (fun and safe) wrestling match. The “winner” gets to 
bless the “loser”.  

Talk about what you just read, and relate it to your highs and lows. 
The questions and prompts below are intended to spark discussion 
and action. Use one each day or several at one sitting.  

✤ Jacob is returning home to meet his father, whom he deceived, 
and his brother, whom he cheated. What do you think he was 
expecting to find on his return? 
✤ When have you struggled? Can you name a blessing that 
came from that struggle? 
✤ Name some blessings in your life.    
✤Jacob, who becomes Israel, is the father of twelve sons. These 
sons become the patriarchs of the Twelve Tribes of Israel, the 
roots of the family tree for the Jewish people. Who are the roots 
of your family tree? Can you name some ancestors? 

Pray for your family and friends, for courage amidst struggle, for 
your highs and lows, and for eyes to see blessings all around. 

Bless each other by making the sign of the cross on each other’s 
forehead and saying, “You are a blessed child of God”. 

Our Part in the Story:  
Daily readings based on Sunday’s Narrative Lectionary text  

September 27, 2015: Jacob Wrestles God
Genesis 32:22-30

Read a different text each day, and consider how it relates to 
Sunday’s lesson and to your daily experiences.  

Monday, 9/28: Jacob and Esau Meet 
Genesis 33:1-11 

✤What did you expect Jacob and Esau’s reunion to be like? 

Tuesday, 9/29: Jacob Returns to Bethel 
Genesis 35:1-8 

✤What kinds of “foreign gods” do you need to get rid of?  

Wednesday, 9/30: Jacob is Blessed By God 
Genesis 35:9-15 

✤What is the importance of the blessing that Jacob received?  

Thursday, 10/1: Joseph Dreams of Greatness 
Genesis 37:1-11 

✤How would you have responded to Joseph’s dream if you were 
one of his brothers? Why do you think he shared that dream with 
them? 

Friday, 10/2: Joseph is Sold by His Brothers 
Genesis 37:12-36 

✤Which of the brothers in the story do you think you would have 
been? 

Saturday, 10/3: Joseph Reveals Himself to his Brothers 
Genesis 45:1-28 

✤Time has passed, and Joseph is in a high position in Egypt. His 
brothers come seeking aid. Why do you think Joseph kept his 
identity secret from his brothers until this time? Why did he reveal 
himself? Would you have done so in his place? 


