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Acts 
Dear fellow servants of Christ, grace to you and peace from God our creator and our 
redeemer Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
 
“What shall be our witness?”  That was the question that our Presiding Bishop Mark 
Hanson asked the 1040 voting members at the ELCA Churchwide Assembly taking place 
as I write this letter.  The voting members of our church, the ELCA are engaging in 
conversation relating to a variety of topics having to do with who we are as a Church body 
and where the mission of this church is headed.  Though much attention has been focused 
on the issue of sexuality, there truly is much more going on this week in Minneapolis.  
Bishop Hanson’s question about witness is a very appropriate question for the assembly 
gathered there as they debate, discuss, work, and worship together and I also think it is a 
very appropriate question for us to consider as members of the body of Christ and partners 
in ministry here at Advent.  What is our witness?  What do people see when they see us as 
the church together?   
 
I often wonder what people are saying about this little church called Advent in Lake Ann.  
Do you wonder that?  How do people know that we are the church, we are the body of 
Christ, we are the ones called to do God’s work on this earth?  One other question I often 
think about is if we were to shut up our doors and no longer be here would the community 
miss us?  I strongly believe that we would be missed, that what we are doing in following 
the call of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ is truly blessed work that is noticed.  I also 
believe that we are making a difference in Lake Ann and the surrounding community by 
letting our light shine in a way that glorifies the God who loves us.  I was reminded of this 
last week as many volunteers from our church and Lake Ann United Methodist teemed 
together to pull off an amazing week of Vacation Bible School.  It was hard to not notice the 
75 plus kids running around our village, excited for Jesus.  Thank you for all the work that 
went into this and for truly being a witness to what Jesus can and does do!  Now…what?  
What else are we being called to do, where is God leading you individually and us as a 
community?  What things will we do to truly be a witness to God’s great mercy in our life 
and our world? 
 
Someone recently asked me if I get nervous at how fast we are moving and if I think we 
need to take a break and really focus on who we are as a group rather than pushing to be 
the witness in the world.  My response was something like “no!”  Though we are moving 
fast, and growing pains are surely taking place, we need to focus on where God is leading 
and this means pushing.  I believe all of us to be disciples that always think about the ones 
who are not here.  This does not mean, at all, that we do not focus on the needs that we as 
members of this community have, but rather that in caring for ourselves together we are 
filled and cared for enough to take that witness into the world as well.  This is a fine line, but 
the word’s of Christ ring loud in my ears- “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching 
them everything I have commanded you.  And remember, I am with you always, to the end 
of the age.”  That is our call dear friends, that is to be our witness and I hope it is- a church 
that truly is empowered and equipped, that serves the needs that we see and that does it 
all with the cross of Christ as our anchor and our rock that pushes us out.  So think about it 
with me- what shall be your witness (individually) and what shall be our witness 
(communally)?   
 
Honored and humbled to be your pastor, 
 
Justin 

 
 
 

A Note from Pastor Justin:  
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Throughout this month, we ask that you lift these people up 
in your prayers:  
 
We remember in our prayers: Jon Brief; Brady & Paige 
Potter; Mike Johnston; Helen Rought; Wendy Roelofs; 
Mandy LaBarre; Cam Deering; Amy Brown; Gary Harris; 
Mary Ghering; Fred Krueger; Marcy Flansburg; Josh Pohill;  
Shelly & Bill Honer; Moss; Jim Harris; Catherine Stabnau; 
Ian Geralds;  Wally Schaub; Pastor Len Etzel; Margie 
Randall; all troops: those deployed and those at home; 
Pastor Rick Stieve and Trinity Lutheran Church, Frankfort, 
MI., and our mission here at Advent. 

 

Prayer List  

  

 

 September Readings 
 

Here are the readings for this month: 

 
Sept 6 Isaiah 35:4-7a; Psalm 146;  
 James 2:1-10 [11-13] 14-17; Mark 7:24-37 
 
Sept 13  Isaiah 50:4-9a; Psalm 116:1-9;                          
      James 3:1-12; Mark 8:27-38 
 
Sept 20 Jeremiah 11:18-20; Psalm 54; 
 James 3:13—4:3,7-8a;Mark 9:30-37 
 
Sept 27 Numbers 11:4-6, 10-16, 24-29; Psalm 19:7-14 
 James 5:13-20; Mark 9:38-50 
 
 
 

                      

September Happy Birthday 
& 

Happy Anniversary! 

 

 

 

February Happy Birthday & 

Happy Anniversary! 

 

January Happy Birthday & 

Happy Anniversary! 

Prayer Chain 

 
 
Birthdays 
9/2 Lynn Mocan  
9/3 Aaron Hockenberger 
9/6 John Mocan 
9/8 Eric Pettigrove 
9/9 Amanda LaBarre 
9/10 Eric Alpers 
9/13 Allison Harris 
9/14 Addison Bank 
9/16 David Romberg Jr. 
9/18 Megan Lee   
9/19 Marin Brayton 
9/20 Harold Muenchow 
9/27 Richard Andersen 
9/27 Evan Mocan 
9/28 Jim Harris 
9/28 John Jeffrey 
   

Anniversaries 
9/4 Dan & Amiee Erfourth 
9/17 John & Lynn Mocan 
9/18 Chris & Julie Andersen 
9/19 Dave & Sheila Rigotti 
9/20 Timothy & Michelle Weichert 
9/21 Patrick & Abigail Cudney 
9/24 Jackie & Ken Davis 
9/26 Juanita & John Weber 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Reorganization Meeting 

Sept 9th 

 

For all who have been dedicated Pray Partners, and for 
those who would like information about this special 

group, please meet with us at the church on 
Wednesday, September 9

th
 at 7:00pm. 

 
  
Joan Chamberlain 275-6703 

 Juanita Weber  276-9379 
 

 
 

 
New Worship Schedule 

 
Please make a note of the change in our Worship 

schedule beginning on September 13
th
. 

 
8:00 Worship 

9:00 – 9:30 Fellowship 
9:30 – 10:30 Education 

10:30 – 11:00 Fellowship 

11:00 Worship 
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Meet the Richardsons! 
 
     There are six of us in our family total and we have been in Lake Ann for a little over a year now.  We are originally from 
Jenison, which is a suburb southwest of Grand Rapids.  My name is Ross and my wife’s name is Jennifer.  We have four 
children; BJ, who is 21 and still lives in Jenison, Suzy, just turning 19 and starting her second year at NMC, Alix, 17 and a 
senior at TC West, and Mason, who will turn 4 this November. 
 
     I’ve thought a lot about why we moved here, and the best way for me to describe it is:  sometimes the Lord lays a path 
before us so clearly and so decisively that we are compelled to take it. 
 
     God’s fingerprints are evident on every step of our family’s journey, from carrying us thru personal tragedies that 
affected us profoundly, to selling our house in one of the worst home sale markets in history, from providing my wife with a 
career opportunity in this area, to bringing us thru the door here at Advent. 
 
     We’re not sure why we are here, or to what purpose it serves for the Lord.  Maybe I should add “yet” to the end of that 
sentence.  Part of the journey of life and faith is to follow the path and keep an open eye and mind to what lies ahead.  
Even if we don’t know our destination, getting there can be half the fun! 
 
Ross Richardson 
 
          ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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The Rainforest Adventure . . .   
 
We have hunted Butterflies, tamed Toucans, found Frogs and parleyed with Parrots . . . over 100 children & adults 
attended, assisted by over 50 volunteers which made for an exciting experience for everyone who participated!  We 
reached families that were looking for churches, families from other churches and families from our church!  God is truly 
present in our community!  Thanks to all who attended, volunteered, supplied and prayed! A great time was had by all!   
P.S. Mrs. MacGirr has retired her big yellow beak, but next summer Discovery Canyon will have lizards, owls, foxes. . . 
 

 
Rally Day - Our Sunday Education Celebration! 
 
Sunday September 13

th
 @ 9:30 am – come and meet your teachers and classmates; find out what our first Akaloo 

Adventure will be; then join us after the 11:00am service for a Rally Day Round Up with food, games and fun for all ages. 
Classes start the 20

th
 and will be offered for all ages from Nursery through Adults. We will not discriminate regarding age or 

previous experience!  
See Y’ALL on Sunday September 13

th
 @ 9:30! 

 



 

Director of Faith Formation 
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My dad is a pilot.  I believe flying is one of the things that he truly loves.  I’ve had many opportunities to fly with 

him.  I don’t know if it’s the feeling of being above the earth looking down on everything below or if it’s the feeling of 
freedom I experience during flight, or if it’s simply spending time alone with my father, but the experience is awesome. 
Dad has a gift.  He has invested time and finances to develop and perfect his gift.  He continues to invest, but his 
investment has served him well.  It has provided him with hours of enjoyment, but the best thing about his gift is that he 
has shared his talent with countless others who have also been able to savor the experience, usually an experience that 
they might never have had without dad’s willingness to give.  There is a cost, there are expenses, but yet the offer is 
continually extended.  Watching Dad give plane rides, you can see the joy that he experiences in being able to provide a 
wonderful experience to someone else.  
 
Offer yourselves as a living sacrifice to God, dedicated to his service and pleasing to him. This is the true 
worship that you should offer.  Rom ans 12:1  

 
 Imagining myself as the pilot, I wonder how many times I’ve missed the opportunity to offer my gifts freely – 
without attachment, expectation, or condition.  In not offering, I have missed both the opportunity for myself and for 
others.  I missed the opportunity to fly. 
 
 Imagining myself as the rider, I did nothing to earn or deserve the ride; it has just been offered to me. All I had to 
do was accept.  Even though I love to fly, there have been several times that I have declined the offer.  Lots of reasons, 
excuses, or justifications … just missed opportunities … missed the opportunity for me and for Dad to enjoy the 
experience of giving.  I missed the opportunity to fly. 
 
Friends, please examine your gifts.  Share them freely.  Experience the flight! 
 
Growing in faith to build our community,  
Becky MacGirr 
 
   
      ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

 
 

 
 
 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
     

 

Director of Faith Formation  
Faith and Flight 

 
 

Future Fellowship Activities 
 

In planning for our future fellowship activities, the Worship and Fellowship Committee would like input from you. 
 

What social activities would you enjoy doing with fellow members?  Past activities have included road rallies, a 
game night, a silly supper, a canoe trip, Christmas caroling, a Beach Bums ball game and camping. 

 
In addition to possible activities, we would also like your thoughts on: 

 
What times / days are good and which should be avoided? 

Should our activities include food?  If so, pot luck, restaurant, church provided? 
Are there cost considerations? 

How often should we have activities? 
What else should be considered? 

 
Please think about this over the next few weeks.  A questionnaire will be distributed on September 13

th
 and 20

th
 to 

gather your input.  Thanks in advance for your ideas. 
 

Let’s have some fun together! 
 

 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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The following people are assisting in worship this Month. 
 

 

The following people are assisting in worship this Month. 
 

 

The following people are assisting in worship this Month. 
 

 

The following people are assisting in worship this Month. 
 

Communion Bread: Lynn Mocan 
Altar Guild: Mike Deering 

Sept 6 
Fellowship: Monday AM Bible Study 
Counters: Bud Habermann & Becky MacGirr    

8:00 Service  
Assisting Minister: John Mocan 
Communion: Paul & Paula Stabnau 
Ushers:  Dave Roelofs & Bob Sutton 
Acolyte: Evan Mocan 
Nursery: Allie Roelofs 

10:00 Service  
Assisting Minister: Carole Zang 
Communion: Mike & Margaret Achorn 
Ushers: Jeff & Nathan Fancher  
Acolyte: Halee Stalmack 
Nursery: Jessie Rigotti  
 

Sept 13 
Fellowship: Building Committee 
Counters: Cher Baumann & Chris Griffith 

8:00 Service  
Assisting Minister: John Jeffrey 
Communion: Wendy Roelofs & Jennie Wentzloff 
Ushers: Bud & Marlene Habermann  
Acolyte: Abbie Smith  
Nursery: Jessie Rigotti  

11:00 Service  
Assisting Minister: Deb Mikko 
Communion: Charlie & Joan Chamberlain  
Ushers: Harold & Gwen Muenchow  
Acolyte: Mary Mikko 
Nursery: Emily Bramer 

Sept 20 
Fellowship: Youth Committee 
Counters: Ellen Fancher & Joan Chamberlain 

8:00 Service  

Assisting Minister: Becky Douthitt 
Communion: Nick & Lis Bank 
Ushers: Brian & Marcie Kaven 
Acolyte: Addison Bank 
Nursery: Jessie Rigotti 

11:00 Service  
Assisting Minister: Becky MacGirr  
Communion: Tamara Brodbent & Anna Grimm   
Ushers: Ryan Brodbent & Amiee Erfourth  
Acolyte: Aaron Hockenberger  
Nursery: Allie Roelofs  

 
Sept 27 
Fellowship: Worship & Fellowship Committee 
Counters: Wendy Roelofs & Keith Johnson 

8:00 Service  
Assisting Minister: Ryan Brady 
Communion: Clint Douthitt & Jeff Fancher 
Ushers: John & Evan Mocan 
Acolyte: Kayla Brady 
Nursery: Emily MacGirr 

 
11:00 Service  
Assisting Minister: Juanita Weber 
Communion: Carrie Baldwin & Elfie Steigerwald 
Ushers: Al & Irma Komoll 
Acolyte: Halee Stalmack 
Nursery: Jessie Rigotti 
 
If you are interested in helping with the Sunday morning 
worship experience, please see Tom or Sally Peterson.  
If you are unable to help on the day listed, please be 
sure to make arrangements for your spot  and advise 
Tom or Sally of the ch ange.  (Counters, please contact 
Wendy Roelofs.)  

 

 

Baby Pantry 
Hi, my name is Morgan Weston. I’m 12 years old and I love volunteering at the baby pantry at Advent. I like to     
work here because I can help my community and their children. The people come in, and my sisters and I are here 
to help them.  Lots of people at Advent donate to help us out with this good cause. Lots of people also volunteer 
their time to this worthy cause. I’m at the pantry almost every month. Thanks to the people at Advent, we have more 
and more people coming to the pantry.  I just wanted to thank Advent for allowing me to donate my time and let me 
do my part in helping the community. 
 

Coming Soon. . . . Dinner Tables of 8 
This is a great opportunity for you to socialize and get to know others from church in an informal home atmosphere.  
Each home will host a dinner table of 8.   
 
WATCH for details to follow in the near future. 
 
 

 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Advent  
Lutheran Church 

P.O. Box 249 
Lake Ann, MI 49650 

Church: 231.275.8031 

Pastor Justin Grimm: 
PastorJustin@charter.net 

Phone: 231.632.0824 

www.adventlakeann.org 
 

Worship with Us 

Advent Lutheran Church 
19631 Maple 

Lake Ann, MI 49650 

8:00 & 11:00 
Sunday mornings 

and 

9:30 AM 
Education Hour 

(beginning Sept 13) 

 

ADVENT 

LUTHERAN CHURCH 

PO Box 249 

Lake Ann, MI 49650 

If you or a loved one is in need of pastoral assistance, don’t hesitate 

to contact Pastor Justin.  

Are you interested in learning about Baptism or Communion for you 

or a family member? Pastor Justin would love to talk with you! Call or 

email him to set up a meeting. 

 

 
 
 
 

Pastoral Assistance 

 

Church Staff 
 
 

If you need Pastoral Care, are interested in helping out during the service, have an idea 
about a new program, interested in the choir, or want to help out with children and teen 
spiritual growth, please contact one of us.  

Rev. Justin Grimm, Pastor 

Jan Price, Church Secretary 

Church Council 

 
 

Church council meetings are held the fourth Thursday of the month at 7:00 at the church. 
Meeting minutes are available upon request. Please see Rich Andersen or Marlene 
Habermann.  

For a list of your Church Council members, please go to www.adventlakeann.org and click 
on Directory. 
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New Worship Schedule 
beginning on Rally Sunday 

September 13
th
 

Services 8:00am & 11:00am 
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