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A Note from Pastor Justin:

Dear fellow workers in the Kingdom, grace to you and peace from God the Father and our
Risen Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

I am going to do something that is hard for me! | am going to give away my space for this
month’s newsletter to Pastor Michael Meier who will be leading us through an exciting
time in our history. He will be guiding us in our Growing Faith- Building Community
Campaign as we dream about where God is leading us. Dear friends, | know times are
uncertain, and | know times are a bit anxious but | also know that what God is doing in this
place is exciting- how about that Easter Celebration! | pray that in the next several weeks
we may all sit back and think prayerfully about where God is leading us, and also about
what God is calling us to give in order to see the vision of a new home for our church
become a reality. Peace to you all, it is a joy and a humbling honor to be called your
pastor. Check out below was Michael has to say- | know it is good stuff!

Justin

Growing Faith—Building Community
By Pastor Michael Meier, Stewardship Key Leader

Advent Lutheran Church is embarking on a capital campaign to prepare for a future building
program. The Planning Weekend for this campaign is scheduled for April 25-26. A Leadership Team
for the effort is being formed right now. The Team was scheduled to meet for training on Saturday,
April 25. 1 will be providing information and guidance for this program and | am scheduled to
preach on Sunday, April 26. | am one of several ELCA staff persons working with Stewardship Key
Leader. We have a strong history of helping congregations grow spiritually and helping them raise
necessary funds for ministry. | appreciated the opportunity to work with you in your stewardship
program last fall.

The theme of the capital campaign here at Advent Lutheran Church is “Growing Faith—Building
Community.” The goal of the campaign will be spiritual growth within the congregation and within
the lives of individual members and friends. The financial goal will be to provide funds to prepare
for a building program. You will hear a lot more about the details of the financial goal in the weeks
ahead.

When the Leadership Team meets on Saturday, April 25 they are scheduled to finalize the plans for

this five- week long campaign. “Growing Faith—Building Community” will culminate in a
Commitment Sunday on May 31. | will be with you again on Commitment Sunday.

Please see page 3
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Prayer List Prayer Chain
Throughout this month, we ask that you lift these people up To-add o
in your prayers: ,

Confidential Prayer Request

We remember in our prayers: Mary Ghering; Connie to-the Pravyer Chaviny
Babcock; Barb Bourdo; Fred Krueger; Marcy Flansburg; youw may coll
Martha Bates; Josh Pohill; Rich Andersen; Laura Annis; .
Terry Oslin; Ryan Brodbent; Katherine Franke; Shelly & Bill JOMCMWWV@ 275-6703
Honer; Natalia Harris; Bernice Conrad; Moss; Ethel Fazel; - OR -
Jim Harris; Catherine Stabnau; lan Geralds; Lexie Juanitaw Weber @ 313-7310

Stradinger; Wally Schaub; Peggy & John Grumbeck; Pastor

Len Etzel; Margie Randall; all troops: those deployed and

those at home; Pastor Brain Spahr and Graceway Church, dadadadadadadadadadadadadadadedad
Charlotte, NC., and our mission here at Advent.

May Happy Birthday &
Happy Anniversary!

Birthdays
5/2 MacKenzie Andersen
5/2 Matt Brayton

5/2 Stuart Mettler
5/4 Khiela Alpers
‘ ‘ 5/6 Clint Douthitt

5/6 Noah Wentzloff
5/8 Ryan Brodbent
5/8 Gary Cox

5/8 Joshua Garver
5/10 Gail Wertz

5/12 Shannon Nemeth
5/13 Abraham Lee
5/14 Chris Andersen

May Readings

Here are the readings for this month:

May 3  Acts 4:5-12; Psalm 23; 5/15 Tom Peterson
1 John 3:16-24; John 10:11-18 5/16  Nikolas Kalis
5/16  Becky MacGirr
May 10 Acts 8:26-40; Psalm 22:25-31; 5/16  Miranda Stradinger
1 John 4:7-21; John 15:1-8 5/17  Ann Kalis
5/18  Ken Davis
May 17 Acts 10:44-48; Psalm 98; 5/21 Evan Erfourth
1 John 5:1-6; John 15:9-17 5/21  Kathy Johnston
5/21  Brett Stalmack
May 21 Acts 1:1-11; Psalm 47 or 93 5/21  Elizabeth Thomas
Ephesians 1:15-23; Luke 24:44-53 5/24  Juanita Weber
5/25  Sally Peterson
May 24 Acts 1:15-17, 21-26; Psalm 1; 5/26  Melanie Griffith
1 John 5:9-13; John 17:6-19 5/28  Margaret Achorn

5/29  Gary Wertz
May 31 Acts 2:1-21: Psalm 104:24-34, 35b;

Romans 8:22-27: John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15 Anniversaries _
5/1 James & Betty Wick

5/16  Jeff & Ellen Fancher

5/19  Neil & Winona Roper

5/24  Clint & Becky Douthitt
5/24  Harold & Gwen Muenchow
5/30 Ryan & Teri Brady
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Growing Faith — Building Community...

During the five week campaign therewillbeda S@SNI t o NA ST Gl fl1a Ay 2NEKALI 60& f I
component. Just before Commitment Sunday there will be a Prayer Vigil. There will be informational mailings and Question and
Answer sessions.

When we gather for the Commitment Sunday for “Growing Faith—Building Community” on May 31 we will pray that our
generosity will overflow to accomplish the financial goals for this congregation. | am really looking forward to working with you
these next several months and | am so glad that | will be able to be with you on April 25-26 and May 30-31.

Now, as “Growing Faith—Building Community” A & | 62dzi (2 0S3IAyYy &2dz YI& 06S UGKAY{?#
Y2NBE F2NJ GKAA AYLRNIFY(G &2 MivéhEmemberkwil give ko Yardiwing Faith—Bailding) A & (|
Community” out of regular income. They will add a significant amount to their regular giving.

Many will also give out of accumulated assets. Those who give from both regular income and accumulated assets will make much
larger gifts ¢ heartwarming gifts - that will allow us to reach and even surpass the financial goal.

Some possibilities you might consider are:

1. Gifts of Life Insurance
You may have a paid-up or partially paid-up policy that is no longer needed to protect your family. Giving this policy to the
church may provide you with significant tax advantages.

2. Gifts of Stocks and Bonds
Stocks and bonds, purchased or inherited, can be given. If the stock is now worth more than when acquired, you can avoid
capital gains taxes on the increased value, and, if you itemize deductions, you can deduct the value of the gift up to 30% of
your adjusted gross income with a five-year carry-over for any excess.. It is vital that you give the stocks or bonds to the
church, rather than selling them first and giving the proceeds to the church. If the stock is now worth less than when
acquired, you should sell the stock and give the proceeds to the church. U. S. Savings Bonds cannot be given during the
lifetime of the owner.

3. Gifts from an Individual Retirement Account
The tax code for 2009 allows for persons over age 70 % to transfer up to $100,000 directly from their IRA to the church
without this amount being considered income.
It is very important that this gift follow the prescribed process. More information is available at www.elca.org/irarollover.

4. Gifts of Real Estate
wSIFf SadrdiSy AyOfdRAY3I YAYSNIf NARIKGaz OFly 6S 3IAQBSyY
interest to the church prior to the sale, thus avoiding capital gains taxes on that portion. You may also receive a charitable
deduction for up to 30% of adjusted gross income with a five-year carry-over for any excess.

5. Gifts of Personal Property
Antiques, paintings, jewelry, livestock, automobiles are just a few examples. Various tax benefits apply.

Persons considering giving either real estate or personal property should consult with the congregation to verify that the
congregation desires the gift. Congregations can receive helpful advice from the ELCA Foundation on this matter. Itis very

important that you consult with your attorney or financial advisor before making gifts from accumulated assets.

These are suggestions for you to consider. Please be aware that there will be many opportunities to discuss the goals and details of
this campaign in the weeks ahead.

I am honored to have this opportunity to work with you during this campaign, “Growing Faith—Building Community” and | look
forward to being in your midst.

Sincerely,

Pastor Michael Meier
Stewardship Key Leader
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Director of Faith Formation

iHave fyiolu ed out the O6Yell ow Sheet 6?0

If you have, we have been entering your selections on a data baselt has been so exciting to realize the areas of interest
that have been selected.As we move forward with our Capital Campaign, | realize that we have muc work to do, but
with our combined gifts and services we have so much to offer!

| want to stretch myself forward for our congregation and for the families yet to come. | do know God calls His people to
grow. | do not know if He included figrowing painsodo or if
Acomfort zoned | of t eTherdigundertainty, éearelayed gratificatigm, foustrtation . . . but when |
commit to a goal, whether it is financially based or service based, and stick to it until | conquer and achieve, the joy of
success is a sweet reward.The feeling of accomplishment is incredible. The temptation to bask in that success is great,
but that is when God asks me againtostretch. 6 El g$str i1 6 from The I ncredibles | oo
ti me, but when she 6stretchesd she accomplishes great

Together as the Advent Congregation, with an Elastigirl stretch, we have the ability to cover all the necessities We can
take care of our congregation, we can take care of current and growing financial obligations, we can keep our
commitment of benevolence, and we can welcome and nurture new members and families. As | stretch myself to
strengthen my areas of weakness, try new things, and give more of myself, | invite you to join me. Join me, share the
growing pains, but also share the successes.

Prayerfully consider where God is calling you to stretch and then act on His call. Try something new or take another step
forward where you are. | know from experience that nothing feels as good as growing your heart.

Growing in faith to build our community,
Becky MacGirr

Congratulations Confirmation Graduates!

Our first confirmation class has 4 graduates. They will be confirmed at the 10:00 service on
June 21%. | encourage everyone to share something special with our graduates. Ea ¢ h fi g r a d ospegial bok
available on 6/21 so you can tuck in a Card, Bible Verse, Poem, or a Welcome Note. You can also mail a card to the
Advent PO Box 249 and we will deliver them. Also, special thanks to Michelle Anderson and all her helpers who really
made this first class successful!

Congratulations to:

Emily Bramer Mary Mikko  Jessie Rigotti  Allie Roelofs

Commitment Sunday

Please join us at Lake Ann Camp on Sunday May 31 at 10:00am for a worship service celebrating our commitment to
our spiritual growth and providing funds for our building program.

Our worship service will be followed by a celebratory luncheon.
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The following people are

Communion Bread: Claudette Johnson
Altar Guild: Wendy Roelofs

May 3

Fellowship: Wednesday AM Bible Study Group
8:00 Service

Assisting Minister: John Jeffrey

Ushers: Ben & Jan Price

Communion: Jeff & Ellen Fancher

Acolyte: Emily Fancher

Nursery: Allie Roelofs

11:00 Service

Assisting Minister: Margaret Achorn
Ushers: Carrie Baldwin & Gary Wertz
Communion: Al & Irma Komoll
Acolyte: Addison Bank

Nursery: Jessie Rigotti

May 10

8:00 Service

Fellowship: Building Committee
Assisting Minister: Karen Harrison
Ushers: Bob Sutton & Jeff Wentzloff
Communion: John & Evan Mocan
Acolyte: Michael Kaven

Nursery: Emily Bramer

11:00 Service

Assisting Minister: Carole Zang

Ushers: Harold & Gwen Muenchow
Communion; Tamara Brodbent & Amiee Erfourth
Acolyte: Miranda Stradinger

Nursery: Jessie Rigotti

May 17

Fellowship: Worship & Fellowship

8:00 Service

Assisting Minister: Mary Jeffrey

Ushers: John & Evan Mocan

Communion: Wendy Roelofs & Jennie Wentzloff
Acolyte: Aaron Hockenberger

Nursery: Jessie Rigotti

assisting in worship

11:00 Service

Assisting Minister: Deb Mikko

Ushers: Ryan Brodbent & Pat Cudney
Communion: Nancy Ackerman Will & Carrie Baldwin
Acolyte: McKenna Cudney
Nursery: Allie Roelofs

Healing Service
Nursery: Emily Bramer

May 24

Fellowship: Church Council

8:00 Service

Assisting Minister: Marcie Kaven

Ushers: Mathew Branch & Bob Sutton
Communion: Charlie & Joan Chamberlain
Acolyte: Michael Kaven

Nursery: Allie Roelofs

11:00 Service

Assisting Minister: Ed Bloxsom

Ushers: Elden & Carole Zang
Communion: Keith & Claudette Johnson
Acolyte: Emily Fancher

Nursery: Emily Bramer

May 31 (Commitment Sunday)
10:00 Service

Lake Ann Camp

Assisting Minister: Jeff Wentzloff
Ushers: Stewardship Committee
Communion: Stewardship Committee
Acolytes: Addison Bank & Jake Weichert
Nursery: Jessie Rigotti & Emily Bramer

If you are interested in helping with the Sunday morning
worship experience, please see Tom or Sally Peterson.
If you are unable to help on the day listed, please be
sure to m ake arrangements for your spot  and advise
Tom or Sally of the change.

Garage Sale

The annual Advent Garage Sale to benefit the Building Fund will be held on Friday, May®Saturday, Magoth.
Help for setting up will be needed on ThursdayyM8&th, sales help during the sale on Friday and Satuadhaly
clearrup after the sale on Saturday and Sunday. See Michelle Anderson for more information.
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Worship with
Us

Advent Lutheran Church
19631 Maple
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Sunday mornings
and

9:30 AM
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49650

Return Service Requested

Church Staff

If you need Pastoral Care, are interested in helping out during the service, have an idea
about a new program, interested in the choir, or want to help out with children and teen

spiritual growth, please contact one of us.
Rev. Justin Grimm, Pastor Cherie Hockenberger, Director of Music

Jan Price, Church Secretary Becky MacGirr, Director of Faith Formation

Church Council

Church council meetings are held the fourth Thursday of the month at 7:00 at the church.
Meeting minutes are available upon request. Please see John Jeffrey or Abby Cudney.

For a list of your Church Council members, please go to www.adventlakeann.org and click
on Directory.

Pastoral Assistance

I f you or a | oved one is in nee
to contact Pastor Justin.

Are you interested in learning about Baptism or Communion for you
or a family member? Pastor Justin would love to talk with you! Call or
email him to set up a meeting. b 0
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May 31st
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