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Dear fellow servants of Christ, grace to you and peace from God our creator and our redeemer 
Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
 
Do you know your neighbors?  I mean, do you really know who your neighbors are- not just 
those that live next to you but those in your neighborhood?  Would you even really notice if they 
moved or didn’t come home?  I have been thinking a lot about the idea of neighbors lately after 
a discussion a few weeks back in the Lutheran Course II where we talked about our calling to 
serve our neighbor.  It struck me that I really don’t know many of the folks who live around me- 
sure one family I know quite well and the ones who live next door to me I at least know their 
names, but generally I struggle at truly knowing who lives right around me.  How about you? 
The command of our Lord Jesus is that we love our neighbor as ourselves, and unfortunately 
this continues to be a place where I imagine many of us struggle.  In the Gospel of Mark, Jesus 
responds to a question from an expert of the law as to what is the greatest commandment with 
the following, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your 
mind, and with all your strength.  The second is: „love your neighbor as yourself.‟  There 
is no other commandment greater than these.”  Now, neighbor means many different things 
to many different people, but no matter how you define it you can’t escape the charge of Christ 
that we are to love the other- the person that we are not- to put God first, the other person 
second, and yes then worry about our needs.  I am not trying to be too crazy here as I 
obviously know that we need to take care of ourselves and our families, but I do feel God 
continuing to nudge us, to lead us, to call us to give up some of our selfish ambitions and 
desires in order to share the love that we have felt in Christ with other people.  And a good 
place to start is with the people right around you.   
 
I continue to be amazed at what I feel happening inside of our community at Advent.  God has 
been so good to us, and we continue to be good stewards of the ministry entrusted to us.  Yet I 
wonder, how can we better reach out to those yet to come through our doors, how can we 
better care for one another, what must change, what must get more attention, what must die, 
what must be birthed?  You see if we ever feel “we’ve made it” or if we ever settle on where we 
are our future will not be, and our ministry will begin to fail.  Harsh words I know but friends truly 
I believe we must keep being open, being active, being “new”, and being excited about the 
ministry that we are part of.  God has called you as friends and members of this place and 
together we must continue to strive to bring peace, hope, and mercy to light in our lives and in 
the lives of those we encounter.  Why not begin by sharing a little bit of your story with the 
people you live by, you work with, or those you always see at the store or the restaurant you 
frequent?  God has given us the gift of salvation through Christ and that gift dear friends is a 
calling to share love in and through our lives.  Let’s get to work! 
 
As 2009 begins will you make a new year’s resolution with me?  I pledge to tell at least one 
new person a week about my faith.  This will not be an obnoxious bible-beating type of 
conversation but rather be done in a way that is gracious and open and is invited through a 
relationship that already exists.  That means…we have to meet our neighbors, so we can get to 
know them, they can get to know us, and then we can share why God and Advent are so 
important in our life.   
 
Honored and humbled to be your pastor, 
Justin 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A Note from Pastor Justin:  
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1/3 Sophie Olson 
1/4 Tanner Woodworth  
1/7 Aidan Olson 
1/7 James Wick  
1/9 Lis Bank 
1/10 Claudette Johnson 
1/11 Cher Baumann 
1/14 John Cudney 
1/18 Payton Grimm 
1/20 Nathan Fancher 
1/24 Christine Griffith 
1/27 Mathew Branch 
1/30 Grace Heiges 
1/30 Chad Schwendemann 
 
1/10 Eric & Khiela Alpers 

 
 

 
 

Throughout this month, we ask that you lift these people 
up in your prayers:  
 
We remember in our prayers: John Coon; Cher 
Baumann; Terry Oslin; Ryan Brodbent;  Katherine 
Franke; Shelly & Bill Honer; Natalia Harris; Brian Kaven; 
Bernice Conrad; Moss; Ethel Fazel; Bernie Smith; Jim 
Harris; Carroll Douthitt;   Catherine Stabnau; Ian 
Geralds; Lexie Stradinger; Wally Schaub; Peggy & John 
Grumbeck; Candy Lakin; Pastor Len Etzel; Cam 
Deering; Margie Randall; all troops: those deployed and 
those at home; Pastor Jim Foster and Good Shepherd 
Lutheran Church, Holland, Michigan; Sarah Lindquist 
(mission work in Africa); and our mission here at Advent.   
  

 
 

Prayer List  

  

 

January Readings 
 

 

 

 

Here are the readings for this month: 

 
Jan 4      Jeremiah 31:7-14; Psalm 147:12-20: 
               Ephesians 1:3-14; John 1: [1-9] 10-18 
 
Jan 11    Genesis 1:1-5; Psalm 29;                          
               Acts 19:1-7; Mark 1:4-11 
 
Jan 18    1 Samuel 3:1-10, [11-20]; Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18 
               1 Corinthians 6:12-20; John 1:43-51 
 
Jan 25    Jonah 3:1-5, 10; Psalm 62:5-12 
               1 Corinthians 7:29-31; Mark 1:14-20 
 

  

 

 

January Happy Birthday 

& 

Happy Anniversary! 

 

February Happy 

Birthday & 

Happy Anniversary! 

 

January Happy Birthday 

& 

Happy Anniversary! 

Special Thanks 
 

To our families at Advent, 
In the past month we have been touched by so many here.  We can’t thank you all enough for your prayers and support. 

We are so blessed to have Ryan here and healthy.  All your prayers reached him. 
All of you have gone so far out of the way to bring us tasty food and groceries.  All your gifts have meant so much. 

We pray that the lord will bless you all, and keep you in his thoughts, as you have done for us. 
Thank you so much for everything. 

Peace be with you. 
Ryan, Tamara, Skylar & Carmyn Brodbent. 

 

 

 

 

C

H

U

R

C

H

 

G

U

I

L

D 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

January  

Happy Birthday & 

Anniversary! 

Director of Faith Formation 

Greetings in 2009! We are starting a new section of our 
Akaloo Education! Classes for ALL AGES! We could 
use about 5 more volunteers for our education 
programs. 
 
I will be working on a child protection policy which will 
be implemented for all programs involving our kids. 
 
 Please pray about what God is leading you to do in 
your life. Please talk to me about where you feel lead to 
serve. Please also talk to me about your interests and 
your needs. There are several small group ideas that 
we are investigating!  You can also talk to me just to 
talk! This would give my poor husband a break!  
Peace – Becky M. 
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                                      Angel Tree Christmas 2008 
 
 
The Outreach Committee decided on a different approach to sharing our gifts with the community 

we serve for Christmas 2008. We looked into alternatives for determining families in need during this 
giving season. Our research led us to The Women’s Resource Center (WRC) in Traverse City. The folks 
at WRC screen the community for families in need of joy at Christmas and this year they are serving 139 
Families in the Traverse area. Advent chose to provide gifts in accordance with a wish list for three 
families in Lake Ann community. We are happy to report that the families of our church joyously donated 
every item on these three families list. All the gifts were delivered to Grace Episcopal Church in Traverse 
City on Tuesday the 9th and the Families arrived Wednesday to receive their packages. The volunteers at 
Grace were amazed at Advent’s generosity. In 2009 the Outreach Committee will be offering to help the 
volunteers receive, sort and deliver the gifts the collection facility. Thanks to all who made this joyous 
season a little brighter for those in need.  
 
   
  *************************************************************************************** 
 
 

Bob’s Angel Ad 
 

Wanted: 

 

Well trained, hygienically clean caregiver with lofty ideals and pristine morals to remain close to a misguided and tiresome 

ne’er-do-well who talks more than listens and sins incessantly, even though every seventh day is forgiven and starts anew.  

Patience, fortitude, ability to guide, influence and direct are musts.  Perceptiveness and anticipation needed.  

Communication skills while patient sleeps necessary.  Applicant must go without rest and remain constantly alert to 

drifting.  Assignment is thankless and without remuneration.  Apply by prayer.  

 

 
 
  
 

  

 

 

 
 

 
 

              

 

 

 
 

 

 

CHURCH GUILD 
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CHURCH GUILD 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

CHURCH GUILD 
 

 
 

  As we wrap up 2008, it has been a very exciting year for the Outreach Committee on many fronts. To 
start, I am going start with a phone call that I received a few days after food was delivered from our 
November food drive. The call was from a local woman who was using every extra cent she could manage to 
rebuild the interior of her home that was damaged by a fire earlier in the year. She had two small dogs and 
she was struggling to afford food for them along with herself. She was not home when her food was delivered 
to her home; however she was shocked and overcome with emotion when she noticed that dog food was among 
the items that were donated to her. In the fifteen minutes I spent on the phone with her, she was thankful 
that there was caring individuals out there looking out for their neighbors even during these tough economic 
times. Many times thanks are not shared to those who donated generously to those in need. But this thanks 
was heartfelt not only from the woman, but her two small dogs.  

        December ended on a high note since we doubled our highest turnout for the baby pantry. A special 
thanks was sent to the Outreach Committee from Jody Smith, who is the coordinator for the Women's 
Resource Center's present drive. We were one of a select few groups that supplied the needy families on 
their lists with every request that was on their wish lists. When speaking with Ms. Smith, I let her know that 
she can pencil Advent in for at least four families next year. Let's remember that some of these adults that 
we provided gifts for will be celebrating their first Christmas with more than one gift for them underneath 
the tree this year. 

The Outreach Committee is looking forward to the new year with excitement as we continue to serve those in 
our church and local community. 

Mathew Branch, Chairman.  

From the Outreach Committee 

 

LAKE ANN SNOW PINE FESTIVAL 
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 21ST 

 
Coming soon to our entire village! There are several events to attend and to volunteer for. 
 
There will be clipboards with events listed available during fellowship times. Questions can 
be directed to Becky MacGirr.  
         
 
 

  
 

 
Date:   Saturday, January 17

th
  

Time:   4:00pm – 8:00pm 
Place:   Lake Ann Township Hall   
 
 
Advent Lutheran Church is a co-sponsor for the Benefit Dinner and Silent Auction for the Brodbent family.  Our 
committees and special groups will each be preparing a Theme Basket for auction.  Any and all ideas are welcome. 
If anyone has a special talent that they would like to put to use for making a donation, it would be much appreciated.  
Please contact Michelle Anderson or Ellen Fancher if you have any questions. 
We encourage you to attend this special event in support of the Brodbent family. 

Brodbent Family Benefit 
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The following people are assisting in worship 

this Month. 
 

 

The following people are assisting in worship 

this Month. 
 

 

The following people are assisting in worship 

this Month. 
 

 

The following people are assisting in worship 

this Month. 
 

Communion Bread: Shirley Ransom 
Altar Guild:  Sally Peterson  
 

January 4 
Fellowship:  Worship & Fellowship Committee 
8:00 Service 
Assisting Minister:  Tom Peterson 
Ushers:  Nick & Lis Bank 
Communion:  Paul & Paula Stabnau 
Acolyte:  Addison Bank 
Nursery:  Allie Roelofs    

 
11:00 Service 
Assisting Minister:  Ellen Fancher 
Ushers:  Harold & Gwen Muenchow 
Communion: Al & Irma Komoll  
Acolyte:  Emily Fancher  
Nursery:  Jessie Rigotti  
 

January 11 
Fellowship:  Youth Committee 

8:00 Service 
Assisting Minister:  John Jeffrey 
Ushers:  John & Evan Mocan   
Communion: Bob Sutton & Pat Cudney 
Acolyte:  McKenna Cudney 
Nursery:  Jessie Rigotti 

11:00 Service 
Assisting Minister:  Becky MacGirr 
Ushers:  Clint Douthitt & Chad Schwendemann 
Communion: Juanita Weber & Hannah Will 
Acolyte:  A.J. Kettinger 
Nursery:  Emily Bramer  

January 18 
Fellowship:  Education Committee 

8:00 Service 
Assisting Minister:  Lis Bank  
Ushers:  Ben & Jan Price 
Communion:  Jeff Fancher & Allie Roelofs 
Acolyte:  Miranda Stradinger 
Nursery:  Emily Bramer 

11:00 Service 
Assisting Minister:  Mike Achorn 
Ushers:  Mathew Branch & Gary Wertz 
Communion:  John & Lynn Mocan  
Acolyte:  Evan Mocan 
Nursery:  Jessie Rigotti 
 

January 25 
Fellowship: Choir 

8:00 Service 
Assisting Minister:  Richard Andersen 
Ushers:  John & Mary Jeffrey 
Communion:  Becky & Michael MacGirr 
Acolyte:  Noah Weichert 
Nursery:  Allie Roelofs 

11:00 Service 
Assisting Minister:  Juanita Weber 
Ushers:  Elden & Carole Zang 
Communion:  Nancy Ackerman Will & Abby Cudney 
Acolyte:  McKenna Cudney 
Nursery:   Emily Bramer 
 
 

 

Special Thanks 

Thank you to all who participated in raising funds through personal purchases and sales to 
friends, family, and colleagues.  Your willingness to band together is appreciated and netted the 
Advent Building Fund $288.00.  I know many of you used this event to get some Christmas 
shopping done.  Please e-mail me (sueo@kidzartMI.com) to let me know if you'd like this as an 
annual fundraiser. 
  
 Thanks, Sue 
 
 
 
 
 

Advent Music 
 

Choir practice is on Tuesdays at 7:00pm.  We welcome anyone who is interested in 

joiningé.no experience necessary. 
 

 

mailto:sueo@kidzartMI.com


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Advent  
Lutheran 

Church 

P.O. Box 249 
Lake Ann, MI 49650 

Church: 231.275.8031 

Pastor Justin Grimm: 
PastorJustin@charter.net 

Phone: 231.632.0824 

www.adventlakeann.org 
 

Worship with 
Us 

Advent Lutheran Church 
19631 Maple 

Lake Ann, MI 49650 

8:00 & 11:00 
Sunday mornings 

and 

9:30 AM 
Education Hour 

 

ADVENT 
LUTHERAN CHURCH 

PO Box 249 
Lake Ann, MI 

49650 

If you or a loved one is in need of pastoral assistance, don’t hesitate 

to contact Pastor Justin.  

Are you interested in learning about Baptism or Communion for you 

or a family member? Pastor Justin would love to talk with you! Call or 

email him to set up a meeting. 

 

 
 
 
 

Pastoral Assistance 

Church Staff 
 If you need Pastoral Care, are interested in helping out during the service, have an idea 
about a new program, interested in the choir, or want to help out with children and teen 
spiritual growth, please contact one of us.  

Rev. Justin Grimm, Pastor 

Jan Price, Church Secretary 

Church Council 
 Church council meetings are held the fourth Thursday of the month at 7:00 at the church. 
Meeting minutes are available upon request. Please see John Jeffrey or Michelle 
Anderson.  

For a list of your Church Council members, please go to www.adventlakeann.org and click 
on Directory. 
 

Non-Profit Organization 
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PAID 
Lake Ann, MI 49650 
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Cherie Hockenberger, Director of Music 

Becky MacGirr, Director of Faith Formation 

 

ñFor unto us a child 

is born, unto us a son 

is givenò 

 

Return Service Requested 
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