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A Note from Pastor Justin:

Dear fellow servants of Christ, grace to you and peace from God our creator and our redeemer
Jesus Christ. Amen.

| am currently sitting in Chicago’s O’Hare International airport, impatiently waiting for the time to
go quickly so I can board my next plane and be on my way to New Orleans for a week of
continuing education and work with Lutheran Disaster Relief. Though | am very tired, | can’t
sleep as | continue to marvel at the variety of people who are gathered around me, also
waiting...to go somewhere. There is a young man on my left who is eating pizza and a young
woman- | believe his sister from their conversation eating a hot dog with mustard and relish.
Mind you, it is 6:20 in the morning and the smell of hot dogs and pizza seems a little odd to my
system. Across from me is a business man dressed in his suit and tie and another man eating
a hotdog (my goodness what is going on with hot dogs for breakfast!). A young couple
anxiously waiting to board their plane on the way to somewhere sit next to a gal of about 30
rapidly speaking on her cell phone. And finally, a group of three Asian-American young
professionals who | overheard saying they had business in Detroit completes the circle of
people | am with, who are my reality, at least while we wait.

Waiting.. .just waiting until it is time to go. Though | am miles away from my Advent community
| can’t help but be thinking about you. As | observe the people and diversity and odd eating
habits of those around me in the cramped space of gate C24 | wonder about our community,
our diversity, and our odd eating habits©. Who are we really? What kinds of people are we
who gather together on Sundays and throughout the week? Do you really know the person
who sits next to you at worship, or the mother of one of your child’s classmates in Sunday
School? Do you truly understand what is going on in the life of man you shared a good
conversation with about the call to discipleship in Adult Bible Study? Are you aware of the
pains and struggle or joy and celebrations in the lives of person that serves you communion on
Sunday morning? Now...you might be thinking “well yes”. And to that | say great- | hope you
do. But | wonder do we really, truly, authentically KNOW the people we are gathered with in
this community? | understand that we know who each other are on a surface level, but are we
able as a community called together by Christ to truly open our lives up to one another and be
prepared and willing to stop our own lives for a bit to truly hear and understand and KNOW who
the person is we think we know? What | am getting at is the importance for us, as a committed
community that prides itself as being welcome to engage in true, open and authentic
relationships where we become vulnerable, become open, become more loving, more
supportive, more celebratory and just more real. This goal can never go away, and we can
never get comfortable in the false hope that we have made it. You see, we wait, we wait as a
community for what is next, we wait for a building, we wait for more growth, we wait for God’s
direction and while we wait | hope and pray that we truly can use this waiting time to get to
know better the stories, the people, the church, the community that gathers with us week in and
week out.

Dear friends, as we continue to wait...for where God leads us next, for our new building, for
new ministries, let us commit ourselves prayerfully to being open with one another and being
open to one another completely. As Paul writes in Ephesians 4:1-3, “I...urge you to live
worthily of the calling with which you have been called, with all humility and gentleness, with
patience bearing with one another in love, making every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit
in the bond of peace.” Thanks for who you are, thanks for what you do! Gotta catch my flight!

Honored and Humbled to be your pastor,
Justin
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Prayer Chain

To-add ov
Confidential Prayer Request
to-the Prawer Chain
yow may call
Joowv Chamberlain @ 275-6703
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Juanitow Weber @ 313-7310
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February

Happy Birthday &
Anniversary!

Birthdays

2/1 Scott Coon

2/6 Gabrielle Hockenberger
217 Neil Roper

2/8 Sarah Douthitt

2/10 Eric Ellis

2/11  Bill Heiges

2/12 Dan Erfourth

2/15  Logan Grimm

2/16 Sue Olson

2/19 Lola Schwendemann
2/20  Becky Douthitt

2120 Hannah Will

2120 Michaela Williams
2/22  Elden Zang

2/23  Maggie Wentzloff
2/24  Margaret Welk

2/25 Irma Komoll

2/25 Jennifer Richardson

Anniversary

2/10

John & Mary Jeffrey

Prayer List

Throughout this month, we ask that you lift these people
up in your prayers:

We remember in our prayers: Laura Annis; Terry
Oslin; Ryan Brodbent; Katherine Franke; Shelly & Bill
Honer; Natalia Harris; Brian Kaven; Bernice Conrad;
Moss; Ethel Fazel; Bernie Smith; Jim Harris; Carroll
Douthitt; Catherine Stabnau; lan Geralds; Lexie
Stradinger; Wally Schaub; Peggy & John Grumbeck;
Pastor Len Etzel; Cam Deering; Margie Randall; all
troops: those deployed and those at home; Pastor Jim
Foster and Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, Holland,
Michigan; Sarah Lindquist (mission work in Africa); and
our mission here at Advent.

February Readings
Here are the readings for this month:

Feb 1 Deuteronomy 18:15-20; Psalm 111;
1 Corinthians 8:1-13; Mark 1:21-28

Feb 8 Isaiah 40:21-31; Psalm 147:1-11, 20c;
1 Corinthians 9:16-23; Mark 1:29-39

Feb 15 2 Kings 5:1-14; Psalm 30;
1 Corinthians 9:24-27; Mark 1:40-45

Feb 22 2Kings 2:1-12; Psalm 50:1-6
2 Corinthians 4:3-6; Mark 9:2-9

Thanks a Million...

for the nearly million hours that Mike Achorn has spent
with our office electronics. We all sincerely appreciate it!!

Special Thanks

To our Advent family- thank you for the countless cards, warm wishes and generous gift that we received for Christmas.
Though unnecessary, it was greatly appreciated and thank you does not seem adequate enough. The love that we
continue to feel from you is overwhelming and God continues to bless us through you. Thanks, thanks, thanks for all you
do and who you are. We look forward to a very exciting year in 2009- can you believe we have been together for over

three years!

Blessings to you all,
Pastor Justin, Anna, Logan and Payton
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Introduction & Faith Affirmation

Welcome to the Kavens! Our family consists of four dynamic people and one Gordon setter. As the head of our household, Brian
provides for our family by diligently working with Pfizer Inc. providing education to local healthcare professionals. As a former
pharmaceutical representative, | (Marcie) am now being allowed the privilege of staying at home to raise our two children.

Michael, our eldest at 7 years old, is a studious and successful second grader. He enjoys being a novice snow-boarder and an
“experienced” four-wheeler. He plays t-ball, board games, and cards. Matthew (A.K.A. “Mattie”) is a musical, animal-loving, 3 year old
outdoorsman. He loves dancing, ice-fishing, and cuddling with the family dog.

Being raised in different denominations, Brian & | decided upon the ELCA Lutheran experience while dating. In 1999 we were blessed
with a lovely lakeside June wedding officiated by our Newberry Lutheran pastor, LaVonne Stephenson, at my parent’s home. After brief
living experiences in Grand Rapids and Grayling, we settled in Traverse City mid-2000. We quickly found Bethlehem Lutheran Church and
made our spiritual home there. Both boys were baptized there. In fact, Pastor Dave Gabel baptized Michael©. We served the church
on council, in choir, and in teaching youth. Upon finding our spirits stagnant we invested ourselves more, serving at even greater levels,
in the hope of finding fulfillment. Although impressed with many fellow church members, our spiritual inspiration continued to dwindle.
Therefore, after much prayer and deliberation, we decided to hesitantly consider other churches in our area.

Knowing a handful of our BLC friends had chosen Lake Ann Advent Lutheran Church as their home, we decided to give it a try. Finding
this humble location with such a rich reputation was nothing short of interesting. A town-hall’ish building with folding chairs was a
dramatic adjustment from our more formal comfort zone. With open minds we experienced our first Advent worship & then crossed the
street for “fellowship in the park.” Although the service was compelling, the most memorable moment was provided by our youngest.
We shared refreshments & encouraged our children to play. Michael jumped right in with the other kids enjoying the slides and the
swings. However, Mattie, obviously overcome by the intense energy of all the excited children around, had no idea where to begin. He
simply ran around in a perfect circle, screaming with delight. He felt the Advent energy & so did we. It was at that moment that we
were affirmed, Advent could definitely be a spiritual home for our precious children.

Led primarily by our need to provide a complete and inspiring Christian education for our kids, we began attending more regularly. We
met new people and many of our former BLC friends reached out to us with welcoming arms. Even after worshiping with these people
for years, Advent provided us the forum by which to really get to know each other. Although the “smallness” of Advent lends itself
toward intimacy in friendships, the satisfaction in fellowship seems much more related to an “Advent Attitude” of acceptance and grace.
We quickly felt like family and this is what keeps us here.

With economical challenges, risk of job loss, and health concerns, life can seem overwhelming. What a gift that we are able to pray a
daily prayer of thanks for the many blessings in our lives. Advent Lutheran Church continues to provide us a reason to celebrate our
Creator. Our primary request of faith is that we, in turn, are able to reciprocate this “Advent Attitude” of support, acceptance, and grace
to our growing church family & beyond. May God bless us all as we support each other to “thrive” in these times, not merely to survive
them.

Sincerely,
The Kavens
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From the Director of Faith Formation
FOCUS

My friend Dan Webster says a couple of things about focus: Focus is any point of concentration or activity; and/or to
adjust to produce a clear image.

With my pre -school friends, as | am down on my knees, looking into their eyes | say, in my small gentle voice focus
(on me and what | need to say to you). With my elementary age friends, | look at them and, standing in front of them, | say,
in a stern voice with my eyebrows raised,focus (on what we just talked about). With my teen friends | am standing
somewhere in the same room loudly imploring, focus (on anything i for more than 2 seconds- please!). It takes so much
energy just trying to get others to focus !

I imagine God saying, fiFocus on me and what | need to
focus for at | east 2 seconds, please!do | find myself wo
important , why candét | stay focused on it!

Have you ever heard someone say fAFocus, people!d? Thi
fipeopl eod. How about some focus on me?

We at Advent have such great opportunities to focus. Our early moming worship is followed by a time of fellowship.
We offer Sunday Education for all ages. We have a time of fellowship before our late morning service. We have a midveek
study group. There are several committees and work groups. What if we each made ibur goal to really focus on ourselves
and each other? What is God saying to me during church and Sunday Education? How committed am Ito church and to
Sunday Education? How well do | know the people | sit next to on Sunday? What if | learned something new about
someone each week? What if | learned something new about myself each week? With new realizations about myself and
with new infor mation about other people, | really could do more of what God is calling me to do!

Wow! | really do need to FOCUS!

Focusing on Godds will,
Becky MacGirr

From the Building Committee

The building committee had their first meeting of the New Year on Mon. January 12

Some of the items discussed in our meeting were to review our responsibilities as a committee to make sure we are
communicating information as it is needed to the congregation, council and or other committees. We also reviewed our
list of goals for maintaining the precious space we have now. Some of the things you may notice in the near future are
new exterior lights at the entry of the church, some new signage for the YOUth group, and signage for the Baby Pantry.
The next building committee meeting is slated for February 9 at 7:00 PM.

If you have any interest in being a part of this committee, or have any ideas or suggestions, or see anything that needs
attention around the church, please feel free to contact any of our current committee members:

John Mocan-liaison, Dave Roelofs-chairperson, Neil Roper, Eric Alpers, Clint Douthitt, Sheila Rigotti, Jeff Fancher.

PEACE
Dave Roelofs

LAKE ANN SNOW PINE FESTIVAL llI
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 21ST

This is an all-day community event which is facilitated with the help of many individuals in the community. Lumberjack
Breakfast, Chili Lunch - Sledding, Broom Ball, Ice Skating, Game Room, Frozen Fish Pitch i AND MORE! The events
are free. Donations are accepted in designated bins. Monies collected will be distributed to local pantries and memorial
funds after expenses.

Advent Lutheran Church Baby Pantry is one of the recipients of said funds.
There will be several activities to participate in and there will be many ways to serve. Becky MacGirr will have the list of
events or call Beckyédsg7cel l number. (231) 620
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The following people are assisting in worship

Communion Bread: Paula Stabnau
Altar Guild: Gail Stradinger

February 1

Fellowship: Outreach Committee

8:00 Service

Assisting Minister: Ryan Brady

Ushers: Pat Cudney & Jennie Wentzloff
Communion: Rich Andersen & Sheila Rigotti
Acolyte: Aaron Hockenberger

Nursery: Jessie Rigotti

11:00 Service

Assisting Minister: Deb Mikko
Ushers: Elden & Carole Zang
Communion: Mike & Margaret Achorn
Acolyte: Mary Mikko

Nursery: Emily Bramer

February 8

Fellowship: Stewardship Committee
8:00 Service

Assisting Minister: Marcie Kaven
Ushers: Charlie & Joan Chamberlain
Communion: Dave & Allie Roelofs
Acolyte: Michael Kaven

Nursery: Allie Roelofs

11:00 Service
Assisting Minister: Carole Zang
Ushers: Keith & Claudette Johnson

Communion: Chad Schwendemann & Amiee Erfourth

Acolyte: McKenna Cudney
Nursery: Emily Bramer

February 15

Fellowship: Church Guild

8:00 Service

Assisting Minister: Michelle Anderson
Ushers: Mathew Branch & Nancy Dow
Communion: Bud & Marlene Habermann
Acolyte: Jake Weichert

Nursery: Jessie Rigotti

11:00 Service

Assisting Minister: Ed Bloxsom

Ushers: Mike Achorn & Ryan Brodbent
Communion: Carrie Baldwin & Tamara Brodbent
Acolyte: Addison Bank

Nursery: Emily Bramer

February 22

Fellowship: Wednesday AM Bible Study Group
8:00 Service

Assisting Minister: Karen Harrison

Ushers: Clint Douthitt & Chad Schwendemann
Communion: Ben & Jan Price

Acolyte: Miranda Stradinger

Nursery: Allie Roelofs

11:00 Service

Assisting Minister: Margaret Achorn
Ushers: Al & Irma Komoll

Communion: Anna Grimm & Juanita Weber
Acolyte: Emily Fancher

Nursery: Emily Bramer

A Poem from one of our Youth

Beauty is in everythin g . . .
)y 6RO ET OAAOGI1T O1 AA 1 EOET Ci

Existing in all the most unusual places
Beauty | can find in even scarred faces.

It brings itself out into the light
When you see it you know its right.

"AAOOU EO OEAOA ET OEA OPEA,
Twisted and woven in silky threads.

A young person who is struggling hard to learn
Coming from hardship facing pain at each turn
The look on their face, that they will do

All they can just to make it through.

Impoverished wives in poorer lands
Raisin g children the best as they can.

An elderly grandparent, loving life
Giving warmth with all their might.

A child so little fighting off disease
Knowing, death is when they get peace.

People who fight true for all that they believe
Despite how wrong it is what they may perceive.

All those who know they are doomed

Who keep fighting despite death soon

The ones who hate how they were in the past

7EI EAOA xi1 OEAA O EAOAt+ OEAURO.

Life will still bring them pain after hurts
Never let rest, always on alert

When all is lost they will still have faith
Somehav, that their troubles will abate.

| can find beauty, wherever | might glance
71T RO OGAEA 111¢c E£ Ui O EOO
Being beautiful rarely ever can ever mean
Not looking within, just at what they seem.

O

CEO.

Laney Wiggins
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Return Service Requested

Church Staff

If you need Pastoral Care, are interested in helping out during the service, have an idea
about a new program, interested in the choir, or want to help out with children and teen

spiritual growth, please contact one of us.
Rev. Justin Grimm, Pastor Cherie Hockenberger, Director of Music

Jan Price, Church Secretary Becky MacGirr, Director of Faith Formation

Church Council

Church council meetings are held the fourth Thursday of the month at 7:00 at the church.
Meeting minutes are available upon request. Please see John Jeffrey or Abby Cudney.

For a list of your Church Council members, please go to www.adventlakeann.org and click
on Directory.

Pastoral Assistance

If you or a loved one is in need of pastoral assistance, don’t hesitate
to contact Pastor Justin.

Are you interested in learning about Baptism or Communion for you
or a family member? Pastor Justin would love to talk with you! Call or
email him to set up a meeting.

60,0

Non-Profit Organization
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
Lake Ann, Ml 49650
Permit No. 6

Lake Ann Snow Pine
Festival
Saturday, February 21st



mailto:PastorJustin@charter.net
http://www.adventlakeann.org/
http://www.adventlakeann.org/

