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A Note from Pastor Justin:

Dear fellow servants of Christ, grace to you and peace from God our creator and our
redeemer Jesus Christ. Amen.

“Where do we go now?” “What's next?” “So...can we build that new building yet?” These
are some of the questions that | have been asked a lot in the last couple of months since
we celebrated an amazing Commitment Sunday at the Lake Ann Camp. Though we did
not actually hit the goal we had set out, we definitely achieved quite an accomplishment
that day in reaching about 80% of our goal. And since that day, more pledges have come
in, more generous gifts have arrived and we continue to be getting closer to the number we
set as a goal. So | want to say thank you to all of you for your faithful partnership and
generosity in your pledges and gifts and also remind all of us of the importance of honoring
the commitments we have made. If we maintain faithfulness to our commitments and
continue to grow in our life together,this dream of a new home for our congregation will be
a very real reality. In fact, we are currently moving forward with our work in hopes of
celebrating our first worship in that new home on Easter of 2011. Now, | know that seems
like a long time away, but in reality it will be here before we know it and a lot of work has to
take place between now and then to make it happen. You are crucial in this process, you
have been put here by God to be part of this in some way, shape, and form and | pray that
you realize that and are open to where God is leading you and leading us. It is definitely an
exciting time for us as a body, and where we go is forward with the same dreams and
hopes as before.

The answer to the question of “can we build still” is yes we can and we will as long as we
continue to be faithful to our commitment. Just tonight | was part of the Building Committee
meeting as we talked and planned for what this new building will do, what will be its
purpose and what do we need it to be in order for us to faithfully live out our mission of
sharing God’s love. It was a wonderful meeting and at the conclusion of it we traveled to
the property with our architect and talked a little more about how this building can be part of
this community, can serve the people that don’t yet enter its doors and where God is
directing us to go. | have to be honest- | am excited. Excited at the fact that we are where
we are in our process of growth; excited at the fact that we will be in a new building
sometime in the not so distant future; excited that | continue to be blessed beyond belief in
my call as your pastor; and most of all excited at the fact that we are a congregation that
continues to shine so bright in the ministry that we do and the way we live together.

As | spend time thinking about what’s next for us as a congregation and what this new
building will enable us to do my mind fills with many, many things related to further ministry
to our community and the world at large. You see this building that we are dreaming of and
visioning for is not the end but rather a very big beginning to more opportunities and
avenues to share the Gospel. What are your hopes for this new home of ours? What do
you think this building needs to accomplish? What will make this building feel like a center
for mission for you? Think about that, pray about that, and share your thoughts with
chairman Dave Roelofs or any member of the New Building Committee (Nancy Dow, Ed
Bloxsom, Mike Achorn, Bud Habermann, Josh Baldwin, Mary Jeffrey, Lis Bank, Teri Brady,
John Mocan, Khiela Alpers). Their job is a big one, and they need your support and
thoughts to enable them to accomplish what we have set before them. By the grace of God
we will continue to move forward and we will continue to live out our mission!

Honored and humbled to be your pastor,

Justin
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Prayer List

Throughout this month, we ask that you lift these people up
in your prayers:

We remember in our pravers: Wendy Roelofs; Ingrid
Duncan; Heather Potter; Dolores Anderson; Mandy LaBarre;
Linda Spear; Cam Deering; Amy Brown; Gary Harris; John
Jeffrey; Bethany Stevenson; Mary Ghering; Fred Krueger;
Marcy Flansburg; Josh Pohill; Laura Annis; Shelly & Bill
Honer; Moss; Jim Harris; Catherine Stabnau; lan Geralds;
Lexie Stradinger; Wally Schaub; Pastor Len Etzel; Margie
Randall; all troops: those deployed and those at home;
Pastor Brian Spahr and Graceway Church, Charlotte, NC.,
and our mission here at Advent.

August Readings
)

Here are the readings for this month:

Aug 2  Exodus 16:2-4, 9-15; Psalm 78:23-29;
Ephesians 4:1-16: John 6:24-35

Aug9 1Kings: 19:4-8; Psalm 34:1-8;
Ephesians 4:25—5:2; John 6:35, 41-51

Aug 16 Proverbs 9:1-6; Psalm 34:9-14;
Ephesians 5:15-20; John 6:51-58

Aug 23 Joshua 24:1-2a, 14-18; Psalm 34:15-22
Ephesians 6:10-20; John 6:56-69

Aug 30 Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-9; Psalm 15;

James 1:17-27; Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23

Prayer Chain

Toadd v
Confidential Prayer Request
to-the Pravyer Chaviny
yow may call
Joouwv Chaumberlavin @ 275-6703
_OR -

Juanitow Weber @ 313-7310
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August Happy Birthday &
Happy Anniversary!

Birthdays

8/2 Betty Wick

8/6 Paula Stabnau
8/7 Gerald Garver
8/19  Halee Stalmack
8/20  Quenten Branch
8/24  Suzy Richardson
8/30  Kelsey Weber

Anniversaries

8/2 Nick & Lis Bank

8/10 Kathy & Mike Johnston
8/12 Justin & Anna Grimm
8/21 Jeff & Jennie Wentzloff
8/23 Al & Irma Komoll

8/24  Michael & Brenda Daray
8/31 Dave & Wendy Roelofs

Come party with Lutheran Social Services!

Lutheran Social Services of Michigan is 75 years old. Join us to celebrate on Friday, August 28, from 6 to 9 p.m.
The party will be at the Music House Museum in Acme, just outside Traverse City. See and hear rare and restored
musical instruments, models of Traverse City buildings from the 1930s, a player piano recording of George Gershwin
playing his own music, and much more.

Lutheran Social Services helps senior adults, children and families, persons with disabilities and refugees and
advocates for community justice and support. It is our social ministry in the Lower Peninsula of Michigan.

Join your sister congregations in the Grand Traverse Conference for picnic fare and fun. There’s no charge, so bring
your whole family. Let us rejoice together in our combined ministry to those in need. RSVP to Susan Aumiller at
(800) 421-3062 so we will know how many to expect.
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“There’s Something Different Now”
Brad and Kim Stowe

Brad and | both feel very blessed to have found Advent. In all honesty, when we walked into Advent on Easter Sunday
we were not looking for a church to attend regularly. We both grew up going to church, but have rarely attended since
leaving home for college. Brad is a Golf Course Superintendent and usually works on Saturday mornings, leaving Sunday
as his only day to sleep in. As a Registered Dietitian and Regional Director of Nutrition Services | travel a lot and look
forward to having a life on the weekends.

We have been married for three and a half years and would usually go to either “his” church or “my” church on Christmas
and Easter and that was about it. It just happened that this Easter we didn’t feel like driving into town to go to church and
a friend recommended we try coming to Advent. | have always wanted to find “our” church, but Brad never seemed very
excited about this. He always said that he didn’t get anything out of going to church (and | have to admit that | felt the
same way). It was also a bit complicated because Brad grew up Lutheran and | grew up Catholic. After we lost Brad’s
Mom to cancer in 2007, instead of turning to our faith, we turned further away. | decided that we would just wait to find a
church once we had children.

After being welcomed into Advent, captivated by Pastor Justin and moved by Cherie’s music, we walked out after the
Easter service and we both wanted to come back. It felt good, we wanted, and needed more! We have been coming
ever since and are very excited to be a part of what is happening at Advent. We both look forward to Sunday mornings
and we don’t mind getting out of bed early. There is also this incredible feeling that | just can’t quite describe. What | can
tell you is that there is something different in our life, our relationship and our marriage now. We tell everyone we know
about this great church we have found. A few of our friends have even confessed that they are looking or have always
hoped that they would find what we have now found.

| thank God everyday for finding his way back into our lives. | truly believe that He is the reason why we walked into
Advent on Easter Sunday. | also thank God for Pastor Justin, his family and the congregation that has been so friendly
and made us feel so welcomed.

VBS "“Rainforest Adventure”

We will again this year join with Lake Ann United Methodist Church for our Vacation Bible School.
Pre-Registration will begin at 4:30pm on Sunday August 9.
Come and have a snack and meet your Group Leader.

Our adventure will begin on Monday, August 10" from 4:30pm to 8:00pm and continue through
Thursday, August 13",
Dinner will be served at Lake Ann United Methodist Church Christian Education Center at 4:30pm, followed by
classes for all ages.
A staffed nursery will be available during adult classes.
Come and walk through the Rainforest!
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Synod Assembly for 2009
North/West Lower Michigan Synod

After church services in Lake Ann, followed by a congregational meeting, we picked up our luggage and went to Lansing,
where we arrived with an hour to spare. The 2009 Assembly of the North/West Lower Michigan Synod was held in
downtown Lansing on the 17-19" of May. The Assembly was opened with a worship service at St. Paul’s Episcopal
Church across the street from the capital. The theme for this year was “An Undivided Heart”. One phrase from the hymn
of the day caught my eye “Come make your church a servant church that walks you servant ways”.

The assembly was attended by 121 clergy, 208 lay delegates, and 55 visitors, with Advent Lutheran being represented
by Pastor Justin, Clarence Habermann and April Bisel as delegates, and Marlene Habermann as a visitor.

The business of the assembly consisted of such routine things as adoption of the agenda, general elections, the
credentials report, and reports from the Vice President and the Bishop. The Rev. Dr. Titus Presler gave three major
speeches, but Bishop Michael Rinehart of the Texas-Louisiana Gulf Coast Synod gave the most meaningful talks.
Bishop Rinehart was the most impressive because of his enthusiasm. Youth, and ability to relate to everyone. A couple
of one-liners that stuck with me were “It is easy to give in a crisis” and “we are at our best when we team up” (such as in
the church). He conducted one of the workshops to a standing room only crowd on the hurricane crisis in the gulf coast
region. While help may be needed over a long period of time in a disaster situation, it is very important to help early in
the disaster.

Another workshop, which was very informative, was given by Bishop Schleicher on the Human Sexuality issue. He spent
the first 15 minutes reviewing the history putting everything in perspective. After the workshop | thought | understood the
problem, but somehow it became confused again when the matter was considered in the presence of the entire
assembly. It reminded me of last year when they confused almost everyone about funding the Mission and Ministry
Campus.

One last item that should be mentioned regards finances. Two offerings were taken. The first collected $10,000+ for
World Hunger, and the other was for The Mission and Ministry Campus, which netted $75,000+. It was reported that the
ELCA has cut their budget for expenditures by 7%, and disbursements from the synod were cut by 10% due to a 5%
drop in projected revenues for the 1% quarter. The synod budget for 2010 is $2,300,450 compared to $2,323,435 for
2009.

Respectfully,
Bud Habermann

A Poem by Laney Wiggins

The Senior High Kids participated in a program that was intended to combat all the powers of Racism.

Of human ignorance | am almost in despair Though we live in a so called democracy,

for racism is around me everywhere. of racism we never will be free.

But like they say sheer ignorance is bliss, They judge you by where you come from and the color of
just like Judas betrayed Jesus with a kiss. your skin.

For many, equality and respect seems impossible to win.
Some people carry their honor in a flag

and of their Nationality they brag. It's been awhile since the days of Martin Luther King.
They feel superior and they differentiate, His name to it has a familiar ring.

and against those who are different they If against racism he did not choose to strive,
discriminate. today the great man he would be alive.

So many people still judged by their race, So many holding the reins of power not spiritually aware,
for such there never ought to be a place. and racism is around me everywhere.

‘A fair go' those untruthful words | do recall. And racism only leads to division and war.

There is no such a thing as a 'fair go for all'. Just goes to show how ignorant some are.
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The following people are assisting in worship this Month.

Communion Bread: Lynn Mocan
Altar Guild: Gail Stradinger

Aug 2

Fellowship: Education Committee
8:00 Service

Assisting Minister: Sheila Rigotti
Communion: Dave & Allie Roelofs
Ushers: Clint Douthitt & Nancy Dow
Acolyte: Aaron Hockenberger
Nursery: Allie Roelofs

11:00 Service

Assisting Minister: Lis Bank
Communion: Al & Irma Komoll
Ushers: Elden & Carole Zang
Acolyte: Addison Bank
Nursery: Jessie Rigotti

Aug 9

Fellowship: Church Council

8:00 Service

Assisting Minister: Mary Jeffrey

Communion: Rich Andersen & Jeff Wentzloff
Ushers: Mathew Branch & Chad Schwendemann
Acolyte: Mary Mikko

Nursery: Jessie Rigotti

10:00 Service

Assisting Minister: Ellen Fancher
Communion: Keith & Claudette Johnson
Ushers: Jeff & Nathan Fancher

Acolyte: Emily Fancher

Nursery: Emily Bramer

Aug 16

Fellowship: Choir

8:00 Service

Assisting Minister: Marcie Kaven
Communion: Tom & Sally Peterson
Ushers: Mathew Branch & Jeff Fancher
Acolyte: Michael Kaven

Nursery: Jessie Rigotti

10:00 Service

Assisting Minister: Mike Achorn

Communion: Carrie Baldwin & Anna Grimm
Ushers: Charlie Baumann & Joan Chamberlain
Acolyte: Miranda Stradinger

Nursery: Allie Roelofs

Aug 23

Fellowship: Outreach Committee

8:00 Service

Assisting Minister: Ryan Brady
Communion: Ben & Jan Price

Ushers: Dave Roelofs & Jennie Wentzloff
Acolyte: Kayla Brady

Nursery: Emily MacGirr

10:00 Service

Assisting Minister: Amiee Erfourth

Communion: John Mocan & Chad Schwendemann
Ushers: Ed & Laurie Bloxsom

Acolyte: Evan Mocan

Nursery: Jessie Rigotti

Aug 30

Fellowship: Stewardship Committee
8:00 Service

Assisting Minister: Tom Peterson
Communion: Bob Sutton & Sheila Rigotti
Ushers: Nick & Lis Bank

Acolyte: Mikayla Mayo

Nursery: Jessie Rigotti

10:00 Service

Assisting Minister: Juanita Weber

Communion: Mathew Branch & Becky MacGirr
Ushers: Ryan Brodbent & Chad Schwendemann
Acolyte: Jake Weichert

Nursery: Allie Roelofs

If you are interested in helping with the Sunday morning
worship experience, please see Tom or Sally Peterson.
If you are unable to help on the day listed, please be
sure to make arrangements for your spot and advise
Tom or Sally of the change.

Memorial Gifts

Memorial Gifts were given in July by
Amy & Ed Koontz, Henry & Betty Kurzewski,

and Ben & Jan Price

in memory of Frank Bank for the Building Fund.
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Return Service Requested

Church Staff

If you need Pastoral Care, are interested in helping out during the service, have an idea
about a new program, interested in the choir, or want to help out with children and teen
spiritual growth, please contact one of us.

Rev. Justin Grimm, Pastor Cherie Hockenberger, Director of Music

Jan Price, Church Secretary Becky MacGirr, Director of Faith Formation

Church Council

Church council meetings are held the fourth Thursday of the month at 7:00 at the church.
Meeting minutes are available upon request. Please see Rich Andersen or Marlene
Habermann.

For a list of your Church Council members, please go to www.adventlakeann.org and click
on Directory.

Pastoral Assistance

If you or a loved one is in need of pastoral assistance, don’t hesitate
to contact Pastor Justin.

Are you interested in learning about Baptism or Communion for you
or a family member? Pastor Justin would love to talk with you! Call or
email him to set up a meeting. b 0
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VBS for All Ages
August 9™ — 13™
4:30pm- 8:00pm
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