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A Note from Pastor Justin:

Dear fellow servants of Christ, grace to you and peace from God our creator and our
redeemer Jesus Christ. Amen.

Do the following verses from Luke’s 24" chapter mean anything to you? “But on the first
day of the week, at early dawn, they came to the tomb, taking the spices that they had
prepared. “They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, *but when they went in, they
did not find the body.” (verse 1-3)

| once heard a sermon by Rev. Dan Deutsch (Becky Douthitt’s father who is serving as the
interim at Bethlehem in TC) which focused on the word “but” in this scripture and how that
one word had the power to change everything. | think he is right- if we look closely at the
context surrounding the word and the Easter morning experience- it all comes down to the
‘but’. When | was in seminary, | was taught early that whenever you see the word ‘but’ in
scripture to take note, because what follows is most likely very important, the extension of a
thought, the completion of what is happening, and necessary to hear. In the case above,
the ‘but’ begins the chapter, which follows the women seeing Jesus’ body laid in the tomb.
Their world was dark, the man they had followed, had loved, their Lord and Savior was
dead- his body locked away in the tomb. Darkness, heavy hearts, mourning, grieving,
hopelessness and other heavy emotions certainly filled their entire being....yet that was not
the end of the story. BUT...on the first day of the week- the next day, they returned and
found the tomb empty....no body....no death....a new hope....a new possibility.

Friends, | am convinced that we need to focus on the ‘but’ for our lives as well. As we
approach Holy Week and all the activities that come with Easter | pray that it is more than
just a ferocious pace of church activity and that you all can truly sit back and relish in the
promise of what Jesus did for you. You see, wherever your life is, whatever you are going
through, whatever disagreements you have with other people there is hope, there is
promise, there is new life because of the fact that Jesus overcame death and the grave.
Your life too is rooted in the promise of resurrection and new life. Be freed by the hope of
Jesus this Easter Season! Rejoice in the fact that you have been called by name and
marked with cross of Christ forever and allow Jesus to work in and through who you are so
that others may catch a glimpse of the goodness that is Christ Jesus.

Remember death is not the end of the story, remember that darkness and hurt will not be
forever and that Christ has the final word. You have been redeemed by the blood of the
Savior and have been set free to serve Him all of your days. | pray dear friends that in this
season of hope and resurrection you find a peace, a passion and an excitement for what
Jesus has done in your life and that you share it with those around you! Remember Easter
is a great time to invite people to church- who are the neighbors in your life, the friends or
coworkers who desperately need the “but” in their life? Love them, invite them, and share
Christ with them!

Honored and humbled to be your pastor,

Justin
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Prayer List

Throughout this month, we ask that you lift these people up
in your prayers:

We remember in our prayers: Marcy Flansburg; John
Cribbs; Martha Bates; Anna Gray; Sterling Nickerson; Alex
Firestone; Charles Baumann Jr.; Josh Pohill; Ellen Fancher;
Rich Andersen; Laura Annis; Terry Oslin; Ryan Brodbent;
Katherine Franke; Shelly & Bill Honer; Natalia Harris; Brian
Kaven; Bernice Conrad; Moss; Ethel Fazel; Jim Harris;
Catherine Stabnau; lan Geralds; Lexie Stradinger; Wally
Schaub; Peggy & John Grumbeck; Pastor Len Etzel, Margie
Randall; all troops: those deployed and those at home;
Pastor Roger Hardy and Salem Lutheran Church, and our
mission here at Advent.

April Readings

e,

Here are the readings for this month:

Apr 5 Isaiah 50:4-9a; Psalm 31:9-16;
Philippians 2:5-11; Mark 14:1 — 15:47

Apr 12 Acts 10:34-43; Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24;
1 Corinthians 15:1-11; Mark 16:1-8

Apr19 Acts 4:32-35; Psalm 133;
1 John 1:1 - 2:2; John 20:19-31

Apr26 Acts 3:12-19; Psalm 4;
1 John 3:1-7; Luke 24:36b-48

Lenten Meal & Holden
Evening Prayer

The final Lenten meal will be served on
Wednesday, April 1* at 6:15pm in the Township
Hall, followed by a service of music and prayer at
7:00pm. On April 8™ we will show “The Passion”

movie. We invite everyone to share in these times
of fellowship and worship.

Prayer Chain

To-add ov
Confidential Prayer Request
to-the Prower Chainy
yow may call
Joouwv Chaumberlavin @ 275-6703
-OR -

Juanitow Weber @ 313-7310
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April Happy Birthday
Happy Anniversary!

Birthdays

4/1 Noah Weichert

4/4 Emily Fancher

4/5 Jan April

4/6 Mike Johnston

4/6 Jacob Kalis

417 Mike Achorn

a/7 Robyn Ellis

a/7 Jennie Wentzloff
4/11  Doug Hockenberger
4/14  Cheryl Smith

4/16  Paige Smithl

4/17 Alix Richardson
4/19  Abbie Smith

4/23 Kenneth Williams
4/24  April Bisel

4/24  Jeff Fancher

4/26  Cherie Hockenberger
4127 Amiee Erfourth

4/28  Jacob Ellis

Anniversaries

4/1 Charlie & Cher Baumann
4/1 Eric & Robyn Ellis

4/19  Rich & Holly Andersen

Memorial Gift

A Memorial Gift was given in March by
Gail & Gary Wertz and Lois Wertz
in memory of Edwin Zick for the Building Fund.
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Director of Faith Formation

“What are you doing?!?”

Quite often I find myself asking this question of my children, their friends, and my husband!
These past few weeks during Lent I have heard God asking me that question.

The first time I heard it, I laughed. Are you kidding? I am always doing something. Did you forget who you were talking
to? I'm busy! Busy, busy, bUSY!

The next time I heard God’s question was after the sermon that talked about sorting out your life, coming clean with
yourself and with God, seeking for what God is calling you to do.

Again I heard God ask “What are you doing?” As I searched my soul, I realized that I have many things that I want to do,
but things I need to do are tucked back in the back, gathering dust. I need to dig in and come to terms with priorities. I
need to close my agenda and let God direct the schedule. I know there are great things in store for us at Advent, and I
know God will lead us task after task. Some things will be what we want and some will be what we need.

I have been active in the Education Committee and Sunday school; Youth Committee and Youth Group. I have been able
to visit with folks who have not been able to be at church. I have been reviewing the Stewardship forms. Our child
protection policy is drafted and we are in the process of forming a task force to complete that policy. The spring cleaning
day at church fast approaches as does Vacation Bible School.

Looking for God’s lead,
Becky MacGirr

YOUth JVews

Summer Camp — ages 3" grade through 12" grade is the week of June 14 — 19 at
Michiluca. Camp sponsors please see Pastor Justin or Becky MacGirr. We have some financial
needs this year. Thanks to all who helped with the Returnables Drive! It was a great success!

Regular YOUth group will not meet on Wed. Apr. 8" because of the viewing of “The
Passion...”

We will be back on regular schedule on April 15", Remember the meal will be provided by LAUMC
for $2.00 and bus rides are available by calling Benzie Bus @ 325-3000. We will be starting to
spend some time outside, so please dress for the weather. Bring a friend!

Holy Week Schedule \

Passion/Palm Sunday Service — Sunday, April 05 at 8:00am & 11:00am £ a
Praise & Reflection Service — Sunday April 05 at 7:00pm

Movie night: The Passion — Wednesday, April 08 at 7:00pm

Maundy Thursday Service — Thursday, April 09 at 7:00pm

Good Friday Tenebre Service — Friday, April 10 at 7:00 pm

Easter Sunday Services — Sunday, April 12 at 8:00am & 11:00am

Easter Breakfast — Sunday, April 12 at 9:30 am
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God’' s Wor k. Our Hands.

News for all members of the North/West Lower Michigan Synod

Making Us One: Center for Mission & Ministry Update

Synod Council members, committee members, Lay Ministry Training Program participants, 235 rostered leaders, 129 con
ecumenical partners and interfaith partrehese are the leaders who will know this "campus" as a welcoming place, a pliee
kindling of hope, where new configurations are created, everyone discerning in prayerful conversation with one anotrgink
shapes of their callings. We have this dream of God in Christ "making us one," God using this gracious and gre@s eampus
catalyst for bold and enduring hope. | am praying every day that 100% of the members of this synod will support thiswieer
for us to be together and to do together. | believe there are 1111 of us who can pledge $1,800 or more (payabtey@asr a fi
period) between now and November 1. Just as importantly, | hope that every contributing member of our congregatiotiew
vision of "Making Us One" and give, regardless of the amount. "Making Us One" is about Jesus' prayer for us.tlh@pealfou
our congregations, our communities, and for the Earth. It is about us, so deeply loved and forever marked with thehcisiss ¢
Bishop JohnJoin us for the Groundbreaking Celebration 3:30pm on Sunday, April 19, 2009.000 W. Webb Rd., Dewitt Ml
48820

ELCA Conference of Bishops Issues 'Pastoral Word' on Task Force Documents (ELCA NEWS SERVICE
- March 10, 2009) ITASCA, Ill. (ELCA)

Reporting that its own conversations "expressed the diversity of opinion that is cohmmaghbut the church,” the Conference ¢
Bishops of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) addressed the church in a "pastoral word" concerning the
of two ELCA documents. (The full text of "A Pastoral Word to the Evangelical Lutherarcin America from the Conference
Bishops" is at http://tinyurl.com/54cu99 on the ELCA Web site.)

Synod Assembly Update
Congregations are invited to gather and send along two offerings:
ELCA World Hunger Appeal (Sunday)

Living Water Ministries (Tuesday)
Please bring the offerings in the form of checks from your congregation made payable to North/West Lower Michigan Syn

ELCA World Hunger Appeal and Living Water Ministries noted on the memo lingked with the cross of Christ forever, we a re
claimed, gathered and sent for the sake of the world!

Living Water Ministries Offers Retreats and Service Opportunities

Father and Son Fishing Retreatpril 24-26, 2009 at Michi_u-Ca Led by: Pastor Doug Ogden Cost: $75 for meals and
accommodationgoin us in worship and fellowship and in our true love, fishing! Benefit from the expertise of localMiChi
fishing legend and yarner George Conner, as he baits you with his fish tales and tips. Fish in our camp lakes or onléhe Au.
River. Be sur¢o bring your own fishing equipment, flies, lures, and bait. No fishing license required for on camp fishing.
Work Weekend May 1517 or May 2224, 2009 at MichiLu-Ca, or May 1517, 2009 at Stony Lake Cost: $25 for meals and
accommodationPartner withyour camp of choice in preparing for our summer ministry. Come together with other camp su|
and volunteers from around the state and help us clean up the camps! Tasks will range in skill level from raking leawes to
complex construction. Helptsep the Togans at Miciu-ca or t he waterfronts of both
fellowship, the campfires, and the thanks for the support you bring

Join the Conversation-A Book of Faith Highlight.

Do we dare dream:

That all members of thidorth/West Lower Michigan Synod will participate in opening Scripture?

That all congregations of the North/West Lower Michigan Synod will publicly commit to the study of Scripture?
That individuals and congregations will share resources to aid in lgah@ianguage of our faith?

That people will know the Scriptures and apply them in their lives?

We do dare to dream!

Join the conversation! www.bookoffaith.org

Become part of the initiative!
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The following people are assisting in worship

Communion Bread: Karen Harrison
Altar Guild: Cheryl Smith

April 5

Fellowship: Choir

8:00 Service

Assisting Minister: John Mocan

Ushers: Ben & Jan Price

Communion: Abby Cudney & Clint Douthitt
Acolyte: McKenna Cudney

Nursery: Allie Roelofs

11:00 Service

Assisting Minister: Mike Achorn

Ushers: Carrie Baldwin & Gail Stradinger
Communion: Emily Bramer & Mathew Branch
Acolyte: Miranda Stradinger

Nursery: Jessie Rigotti

Spiritual Gifts
Nursery: Emily Bramer

April 12 (Easter Sunday)

Easter Breakfast at 9:30am

8:00 Service

Assisting Minister: Tom Peterson

Ushers: Chad Schwendemann & Dave Roelofs
Communion: John & Mary Jeffrey

Acolyte: Evan Mocan

Nursery: Emily Bramer & Jessie Rigotti

11:00 Service

Assisting Minister: Lis Bank

Ushers: Jeff & Nathan Fancher
Communion: Anna Grimm & Bob Sutton
Acolyte: Addison Bank

Nursery: Allie Roelofs & Jessie Rigotti

April 19

Fellowship: Outreach Committee

8:00 Service

Assisting Minister: Marcie Kaven

Ushers: Brian & Michael Kaven
Communion: Bob Sutton & Jeff Wentzloff
Acolyte: Jake Weichert

Nursery: Allie Roelofs

11:00 Service

Assisting Minister: Juanita Weber
Ushers: Ryan Brodbent & Steve MacGirr
Communion: Elden & Carole Zang
Acolyte: Halee Stalmack

Nursery: Jessie Rigotti

Healing Service
Nursery: Jessie Rigotti

April 26

Fellowship: Stewardship Committee
8:00 Service

Assisting Minister: Ryan Brady
Ushers: Charlie & Joan Chamberlain
Communion: Paul & Paula Stabnau
Acolyte: Kayla Brady

Nursery: Jessie Rigotti

11:00 Service

Assisting Minister: Nancy Ackerman Will
Ushers: Ed & Laurie Bloxsom
Communion: Steve & Michael MacGirr
Acolyte: Aaron Hockenberger

Nursery: Emily Bramer

If you are interested in helping with the Sunday morning
worship experience, please see Tom or Sally Peterson.
If you are unable to help on the day listed, please be
sure to make arrangements for your spot  and advise
Tom or Sally of the change.

Adopt-A-Road News

2009 Pick up dates
Spring April 18-26 Summer July 11-19  Fall September 12-20

In response to our call to take care of this awesome Earth that God has given us Advent has adopted two routes th t&keecare
piece is E. Duck Lake Road from US 31 to Peninsular Shores Road and the second is Fall Road from E. Duck t@k»Raad
Road 633. If you look atww.gtcrc.org& select Partnership you will find a link to the safety video which talks about meth lab re
and such. We will keep you updated with details as we get closer to the date. GOD BLESS!!!!

If you have questions or are interested in helpag) me. The first pickup date will be April 28 (time to be announced)

Juanita Weber

Garage Sale
The annual Advent Garage Sale to benefit the Building Fund will be held on Friday, Mlap@%aturday, Mag0th.
Help for setting up will be needed on Thursday, M8&th, sales help during the sale on Friday and Satuechaly
cleanup after the sale oBaturday and Sunday. See Michelle Anderson for more information.
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Phone: 231.632.0824
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Worship with
Us

Advent Lutheran Church
19631 Maple
Lake Ann, MI 49650

8:00 & 11:00

Sunday mornings
and

9:30 AM
Fducation Hour

ADVENT
LUTHERAN CHURCH
PO Box 249
Lake Ann, MI
49650

Return Service Requested

Church Staff

If you need Pastoral Care, are interested in helping out during the service, have an idea
about a new program, interested in the choir, or want to help out with children and teen

spiritual growth, please contact one of us.
Rev. Justin Grimm, Pastor Cherie Hockenberger, Director of Music

Jan Price, Church Secretary Becky MacGirr, Director of Faith Formation

Church Council

Church council meetings are held the fourth Thursday of the month at 7:00 at the church.
Meeting minutes are available upon request. Please see John Jeffrey or Abby Cudney.

For a list of your Church Council members, please go to www.adventlakeann.org and click
on Directory.

Pastoral Assistance

If you or a loved one is in need of pastoral assistance, don’t hesitate
to contact Pastor Justin.

Are you interested in learning about Baptism or Communion for you
or a family member? Pastor Justin would love to talk with you! Call or
email him to set up a meeting. b 0
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Holy Week Services
Maundy Thursday — 7PM
Good Friday - 7PM
Sunday - 8AM & 11AM
Easter Breakfast — 9:30AM
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