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A Note from Pastor Justin:

Dear Sisters and Brothers, grace to you and peace from God the Father and our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ. Amen.

I am writing this after many days of staying up late to watch the Olympics. There is something about the
games which is so addictive and captivating that it’s been nearly impossible for me to not watch at least a
little of the late night coverage. | continue to be amazed at the amount of God given talent these athletes
have as well as the way that they have worked so hard to get to this grand stage. NBC has done a great job
of showing some of the training which the athletes go through in order to be prepared to compete at the
highest level. | was especially moved by the Michael Phelps phenomenon and absolutely blown away by
his training regime. Nothing was going to stop him from achieving victory it seemed and every day he
went to work in order to be the best swimmer possible. His training paid off as he achieved the greatest
Olympic feat ever. In watching Phelps | began to wonder what if we, as disciples of Christ, prepared for
our daily life with a similar kind of passion and work ethic. Obviously, we are not going to spend the entire
part of everyday reading the Bible, praying, or in worship- but what if we took the call to discipleship as
serious as Olympic athletes take their quest for Gold. Sure there is no Gold Medal, but there is a gift of
salvation and a calling to share the love of Christ in the world.

I hope that you know by now that the call we have in Christ to a life of discipleship is not an easy calling
by any means. The call means we need to stretch ourselves, do things we maybe did not think we could do,
share our faith with others- yes even as Lutherans we are called to proclaim ©- and strive to let the light of
Christ shine through us in all that we do. The reality of this calling can sometimes seem a little
intimidating, but the promise which continues to fill us again and again serves as the foundation on which
we minister from. There is no better news than the fact that Jesus lived, died, and was resurrected for you.
Filled with that promise, we GET to share that promise and that hope with people who so need to hear it.
But if we are going to do it, and truly be transformed by this promise in order to answer the call boldly we
must prepare ourselves. Paul, in his letter to the Ephesians gives a great formula for training. He writes,
“Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his power. Put on the whole armor of God, so that
you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. For our struggle is not against enemies of blood
and flesh, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers of this present
darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. Therefore take up the whole armour
of God, so that you may be able to withstand on that evil day, and having done everything, to stand firm.
Stand therefore, and fasten the belt of truth around your waist, and put on the breastplate of
righteousness. As shoes for your feet put on whatever will make you ready to proclaim the gospel of
peace. With all of these, take the shield of faith, with which you will be able to quench all the flaming
arrows of the evil one. Take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of
God. Pray in the Spirit at all times in every prayer and supplication.”

Dear friends, if we can apply that teaching to our lives, our response to the great calling of discipleship will
be that much bolder and that much stronger. And the flip side of this is just as simple. If we fail to
dedicate our lives to prayer, scripture, worship, and community we will run out of endurance and our
response to the calling of discipleship will suffer. So finally, | encourage us as a community to pledge to
be faithful to Gospel calling and to prepare ourselves by praying more than we do not, reading the Bible a
little but longer, and striving to be more open to where God is leading us. | am excited about where God is
leading us and am certain that we have good work to do for the Kingdom. Please join me in the training so
we, like the Olympiads, can rejoice in the outcome of knowing we prepared ourselves for the challenge.

Humbled and honored to be your Pastor,

Justin
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Prayer List Music Notes

Throughout this month, we ask that you lift these people up

N your prayers Wow! September is here!! I look forward to seeing

everyone on Sunday mornings at 9:30 for singing time!!

We remember in our prayers: : The family of Bishop John
Dy y y P My Kitty guitar is all ready to rock, so now we just need

Schreiber; Ethel Fasel; Elden Zang; Bernie Smith: Jim

Harris; Roger Bigcraft; Carroll Douthitt; Kelly Lamie-Fulk; to be sure to be in the town hall at 9:30 to sing our

Lori Hess; Catherine Stabnau; lan Geralds; Lexie Stradinger; ~ hearts out!! _ _

Wally Schaub; Peggy & John Grumbeck; Arnold Denter; Beginning the first Sunday in October- the children's bell
Candy Lakin; Callie Hausler; Katie McGuffin Noll; Pastor Len  choir will meet at 10:30 for rehearsal!! I have plenty of
Etzel; Cam Deering; Margie Randall; all troops: those bells & instruments for all!!

deployed and those at home; Sarah Lindquist; Pastor Devon

Herrell and Lake Ann United Methodist Church; and our Cherie

mission here at Advent.

Our Advent Family

The baby pantry is almost here. We are only a few weeks from the start of a dire need in our community that is to

be based at Advent for the foreseeable future. Starting September 13 and every 2nd Saturday from Sam-12pm, we will
be operating a baby pantry here our church. We will be accepting any non-perishable donation that is possible for the
baby pantry. We are looking for diapers, non-expired food and formula, wipes, baby lotion and soap. We are still looking
for volunteers to help man the pantry on the Saturday's it will be open and for anyone interested in being part of the
Baby Pantry committee. As part of the baby pantry, we will be posting a HAVE/NEED board. If you have something that
you are willing to give away related to babies and infants such as a crib or bassinette, you will be able to post this on
the board. There will also be a section that the parents or guardians of little ones can post a dire need on this board.
In future weeks, please check this board if you have something that you are willing to part with. If you have any
questions with any of this, please seek a Outreach Committee member (Abby Cudney, Keith Johnson, April Rollins, Al
Komoll, or Gayle Stratinger), or call Outreach Committee Chairman Mathew Branch at 631-0073.

Thank you,

Your Outreach Committee September Birthdays & Anniversaries

Birthdays
9/2 Lynn Mocan
9/3 Aaron Hockenberger
9/6 John Mocan
. 9/8 Eric Pettigrove
September Readlngs 9/9 Amanda Hendrickson
9/10  Eric Alpers
9/13  Allison Harris
9/14  Addison Bank
9/16  David Romberg

Here are the readings for Sundays this month: 9/20  Harold Muenchow
Sept7  Ezekiel 33:7-11; Psalm 119:33-40 9/27  Richard Andersen
Romans 13:8-14; Matthew 18:15-20 9/27  Evan Mocan
9/28  Jim Harris
Sept 14 Genesis 50:15-21; Psalm 103:[1-7] 8-13 9/28  John Jeffrey

Romans 14:1-12; Matthew 18:21-35 . .
Anniversaries

Sept21 Jonah 3:4-11; Psalm 145:1-8 9/4  Amiee & Dan Erfourth
Philippians 1:21-30; Matthew 20:1-16 9/17  John & Lynn Mocan
9/18  Chris & Julie Andersen
Sept 28 Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32; Psalm 145:1-8 9/19  Dave & Sheila Rigotti
Philippians 2:1-13; Matthew 21:1-23-32 9/20  Tim Weichert & Michelle Anderson

9/21  Patrick & Abby Cudney
9/24  Jackie & Ken Davis
9/26  Juanita & John Weber
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Children’s Education

Vacation Bible School was fantastic! We fed 100, give or take a few people all three nights. We had families from both
congregations as well as some families from the Lake Ann area that had received our postcard mailing. The first night was a little
crazy with many last minute registrations, but the next two nights seemed to run quite smoothly.

Besides the food and the fabulous kitchen staff (thanks Juanita and company) tie dying may have been the favorite of all the
kids (and a few adults). Thanks to Chelsea Kettinger (and her adult volunteers) for preparing, leading, and helping tie dye over 100 t-
shirts. Our last night together we all wore our
t-shirts, it was great to look out into the sanctuary and see all the vibrant colors moving and grooving to Cherie and her pink Hello
Kitty guitar.

Everywhere | looked those three evenings, every child was engaged whether they were working on a craft, listening to a story
or playing games. Smiles and laughter were endless. At the end of the evening there were some pretty exhausted kids.

I’d like to thank everyone who helped to make this possible; the amount of volunteers was unbelievable. Thank you for your
time, donations, and spirit. Without you VBS would not have been possible. You helped bring a community together. I cannot express
in words how grateful Becky, Shelly and | are for your support.

So as | get ready to completely hand over the Children’s Education to Becky MacGirr, keep in mind the want and the need to
educate our young members in God’s word. Please help to continue that spirit we all felt at VBS by stepping forward to help lead a
class. It’s not as hard as you may think. Thank you for all your support and confidence in me as | was given the task of getting the
Children’s Education up and running. I loved the challenge and will miss it very much. But, on the bright side, I still get to see
everyone and watch as our children grow.

Peace,
Lis Bank

ASAP!

AdVCHt CthkS Ever wonder about the abbreviation A.S.A.P.? Generally we

The first official Advent Chick night is planned on think of it in terms of even more hurry and stress in our lives.

Thursday, October 16th at 6:30. This event is for all the Maybe if we think of this abbreviation in a different manner,
. . . we will begin to find a new way to deal with those rough

women in the church! It will be held at Hands On Art in days along the way.

Traverse City. Hands on Art is a paint your own pottery

store. She has many pieces of unfinished pottery to There’s work to do, deadlines to meet;
choose from. She is letting us be there after hours & you’ve got no time to spare.
allowing us to bring in our individual food & drink. But as you hurry and scurry —
This will be a great evening, and possibly even get some AS.AP.— ALWAYS SAY APRAYER
Christmas presents done!! = In the midst of family chaos,

‘Quality time’ is rare.
More details will come as the date approaches! Do your best; let God do the rest —

AS.AP.— ALWAYS SAY A PRAYER

It may seem like your worries

are more than you can bear.

Slow down and take a breather -
A.S.AP.— ALWAYS SAY A PRAYER

God knows how stressful life is;

He wants to ease our cares;

and He’ll respond to all your needs
A.S.AP.— ALWAYS SAY A PRAYER

Author Unknown

Nursery Update

We are looking for a few interested individuals to watch our Rally Sun%ay
youngest members in the nursery during both services. This September 7
will be a paid position. $5.00 per service and $1.00 per child Early Worship 8:00am — 9:00am

left in your care. Please see Lis Bank or Cheryl Smith for an suND&Oggasﬁaigz?(\’;lgSgigzgpsaﬁﬁoaﬂ)-smm
application or any questions you may have regarding this . T

. More goodies in Town Hall 10:30 - 11:00am
position. Late Worship 11:00am — 12:00pm
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Future Advent Property Update

Soon and very soon the property which is located 2 miles North of Lake Ann on Lake Ann Road will have a wonderful sign upon it
announcing our future home. Thanks to the Building Committee for making this happen. Stay tuned for more information regarding a
date in the future when we will dedicate the property and celebrate the fact that we have been blessed with it. If you have any
questions regarding the property or our current building see Dave Roelofs. And just in case you are wondering how we are doing on
paying the |l and offéwe are doi ng $8000 away fromemedtingmur goal @nd stiH kopirig the Syide
is able to find the other half. Please consider a gift to this effort and join us in praying for special partners throughout the synod.
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One final update on the property and our future hopes of itha
Mission Investment Fund and the EOCM of the ELCA- these two partners will work with us on our building. Our application was denied
based on a couple of factors. First, our percentage of giving based on our per capita average income was not high enough- we need to
increase by around a percentage point. Secondly, we still are receiving too much support from outside sources to fully qualify to move
forward. Soéwhat does t his mweare3tll mdving fomeard m the riglat directiom and wesneed ko dopus
on our ministry, on sharing the good news, and on growing our church. It also means that we need to dig in, to ask ourselves how we
can respond sacrificially to what God has blessed us with. As we increase our own giving the Readiness to Build document will
certainly be approved. We will have a Stewardship Appeal in the fall where we can all make a pledge to increase our giving just a
little bit, as well as a Capital Campaign in the Spring where we will be asked to give just a little more for the purpose of our
future building. Both of these stewardship opportunities will be directed by t he ELCA6s Steward
and our leader will be Rev. Michael Meier. Please pray that God continues to grow our ministry, grow our own
understanding of what it means to be a steward, and also that we are opened to the many surprises that God brings our
way. If you have any questions on this process, on stewardship, or how you can help make our building a reality sooner

rather than later, please see Pastor Justin.

A Poem from Laney Wiggins

Beauty is in everything

It's in reason to be living

Existing in all the most unusual places
Beauty | can find in even scarred faces

It brings itself out into the light

When you see it you know it’s right
Beauty is there in the spider’'s web
Twisted and woven in silky threads

A young person who is struggling hard to learn, coming from
hardship facing pain at each turn. The look on their face, that
they will do all they can just to prove make it through

Impoverished wives in poorer lands
Raising children the best as they can
An elderly grandparent, loving life
Giving warmth with all their might

A child so little fighting off desease

Knowing, death is when they get peace

People who fight true for all that they believe, despite how
wrong it is what they may perceive

All those who know they are doomed

Who keep fighting despite death soon

The ones who hate how they were in the past, who have
worked so hard, their unsurpassed

Life will still

Bring them pain after hurts

Never let rest, always on alert

When all is lost they will still have faith somehow, that their
troubles will abate

I can find beauty, wherever | might glance. Won't take long if
you just give them a chance. Being beautiful rarely ever can
ever mean not looking within, just at what they seem

Traverse Conference Gathering

September 7™, 3:00 - 7:00pm
Bethlehem Lutheran Church, Traverse City
“God’s Work. Our Hands”
Our Keynote Speaker:  Rev. Mary Frances

Rev. Mary Frances currently serves as the Assistant Director for
the Development of New Congregations in the Evangelical
Outreach and Congregational Mission Unit at the ELCA Church-
wide offices in Chicago. A native of the Chicago area, she lives
in Naperville, IL with her husband, Kent Christianson. Mary
graduated from National-Louis University with a Bachelor's
degree in Psychology and Human Services. She received her
Master of Divinity from Chicago Theological Seminary and did
her Lutheran studies at Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago.
She is a 2007 graduate of the Grace Institute for Spiritual
Formation and is a revivalist on the Evangelizing Church Revival
Team. She served three congregations in the Chicago area
prior to her work in EOCM.

Mary will be bringing to us a passion for Mission and the
Development of New Congregations. She will explore the theme
“God’s Work. Our Hands,” while making it come alive and make
sense for us. Don’t miss this opportunity to be part of an exciting
conversation with one of our church’s great leaders.

1  Stories of how God is working through the hands of our
congregations, our Synod and churchwide
organizations to further the kingdom.

1  Greetings from Bishop John David Schleicher

1  Aninspiring speaker in Mary Frances, Assistant
Director for Development of New Congregations, ELCA

1 Fun, Food, Friends, and Festive Singing

Grilled hotdogs and burgers will be provided. The rest of the
meal will be potluck, so bring a dish to share!

An offering will be received to support the ministry of Advent.
Lutheran Church.
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The following people are assisting in worship this Month.

Communion Bread: Shirley Ransom
Altar Guild: Shannon Nemeth

September 7
Fellowship: Choir

8:00 Service

Assisting Minister: Richard Andersen
Ushers: John & Mary Jeffrey
Communion: Charlie & Cher Baumann
Acolyte: McKenna Cudney

11:00 Service

Assisting Minister: Nancy Ackerman Will
Ushers: John & Evan Mocan

Communion: Michelle Anderson & Duce Olson
Acolyte: Noah Weichert

September 14

Fellowship: Outreach Committee

8:00 Service

Assisting Minister: Mike Achorn
Ushers: Pat Cudney & Gary Wertz
Communion: Tom & Sally Peterson
Acolyte: Evan Mocan

11:00 Service

Assisting Minister: Juanita Weber

Ushers: Elfie Steigerwald & Nathan Fancher
Communion: Jeff & Ellen Fancher

Acolyte: Emily Fancher

September 21

Fellowship: Stewardship Committee

8:00 Service

Assisting Minister: Mary Jeffrey

Ushers: Bob Sutton

Communion: Richard Andersen & Allie Roelofs
Acolyte: McKenna Cudney

11:00 Service

Assisting Minister: Becky MacGirr

Ushers: Sue Olson & Chad Schwendemann
Communion: Nancy Ackerman Will & Hannah Will
Acolyte: A.J. Kettinger

September 28
Fellowship: Church Guild

8:00 Service

Assisting Minister: Tom Peterson
Ushers: Bud & Marlene Habermann
Communion: Paul & Paula Stabnau
Acolyte: Aaron Hockenberger

11:00 Service

Assisting Minister: Michelle Anderson
Ushers: Ellen Fancher & Pam Hess
Communion: Al & Irma Komoll
Acolyte: Noah Weichert

If you are interested in helping with the Sunday
morning worship experience, please see Tom or
Sally Peterson. If you are unable to help on the day
listed, please be sure to make arrangements for
your spot.

Director of Faith Formation— What the heck is that?!?

As | read the job description, | got “goose bumps”. My mind started racing in 1000 different directions. There is so much we can do
and so much we have to offer. These people that we call the Advent Family are so gifted. | was excited! As | updated my resume and
filled out an application letter, my mind was still racing with ideas. As | took my interview, the excitement became a nervous fear. They
not only wanted my ideas, they actually wanted me to facilitate them. Oh no! But God was sitting there with me saying OH YES! This
job is an opportunity for creativity, hard work, and love to all come together for the good of our congregation, our community, and the
Church as a whole. | have been commissioned to help develop and facilitate education opportunities and programs for all ages. Notice
the word help. Part of my job and joy will be getting to know each of you better and finding out what it is that you long for, what it is that
you need, and how you will grow as a Christian in our community. | love gardens, especially flower gardens. | just have never
committed the time to develop the garden in my yard that | envision in my mind. Each flower has a special season, a special color, and
its very own beauty. Each flower also has its own set of needs. Each needs a specific amount of water, and sunlight. Each has a food
preference, and soil preference. Each individual flower surely has its own beauty but added together they create a spectacular garden. |
now have been given the awesome opportunity to work with each of you. Together we will each discover and develop our individual
gifts and talents as we all live out together our calling as disciples. As we individually grow and blossom, we will also, as a Christian
Family, grow and share together, developing into beautiful gardens that benefit all that pass by. With the support team of the Council,
the Pastor, and God | believe that | can contribute to the growth and beauty we call Advent Lutheran Church. | encourage and
welcome any thoughts, ideas, and suggestions that you have. Please contact me anytime.

God’s Peace

Becky MacGirr (231) 620-1987
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Sunday mornings
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Education Hour
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Church Staff

If you need Pastoral Care, are interested in helping out during the service, have an idea
about a new program, interested in the choir, or want to help out with children and teen
spiritual growth, please contact one of us.

Rev. Justin Grimm, Pastor

Jan Price, Church Secretary

Cherie Hockenberger, Director of Music

Becky MacGirr, Director of Faith Formation

Church Council

Church council meetings are held the fourth Thursday of the month at 7:30 at the church.
Meeting minutes are available upon request. Please see John Jeffrey or Michelle
Anderson.

For a list of your Church Council members, please go to www.adventlakeann.org and click
on Directory.

Pastoral Assistance

If you or a loved one is in need of pastoral assistance, don’t hesitate
to contact Pastor Justin.

Are you interested in learning about Baptism or Communion for you
or a family member? Pastor Justin would love to talk with you! Call or
email him to set up a meeting. 0 0
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