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Advent Acts 
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Dear fellow servants of Christ, grace to you and peace from God the Father and our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, Amen. 
 
Happy Thanksgiving Month!  Wow that was crazy to write as I can’t believe that we 
find ourselves already in the month of November.  Pretty soon we will be in the midst 
of Advent and I know the Sunday School kids are getting ready to begin working on a 
Christmas program.  Sometimes I get a little overwhelmed with the pace at which our 
lives seem to move (days, weeks and months just seem to disappear), and our life 
together as a community of faith is no different.  It seems there is always something 
new to do, always something pressing and never enough time to get it all done.  Add 
to this crazy pace the things of life- wondering about work, income and the economy 
and all the other stresses and one is likely to feel a little weighed down.  In getting so 
focused on the future, sometimes I forget where we have come from.  In the face of all 
this and feeling a bit reminiscent I decided to look back at some of the old newsletter 
pieces I have written in our three years together.  The one from December of 2006 
jumped out at me and I wanted to share a small piece of it with you as I feel it is very 
appropriate still today.   
 
 “Thanks is also in order to all of you.  I am so thankful that you have been a part of Advent’s 
life over the past year.  If you get this newsletter, you have been part of this story, and for that 
I say thanks from myself, but also on behalf of the rest of the community whose lives you have 
touched.  Advent, as its definition according to Webster’s dictionary states, has truly been a 
coming into being for so many people, and I give thanks daily for the grace and love God has 
blessed all of us with through this community.  I am so excited to see where God leads now as 
we begin to vision for our future.  The first step is signing our Charter and heading towards 
organization.  As we do that, we will need to rely solely on the grace of God and be attentive to 
what God wants for us.  Friends, are you excited?  I am! “ 
 
Wow, it seems just like yesterday that I wrote that with the excitement of our Charter being 
signed, organization on the horizon and so much more going on.  I found it quite rewarding to 
slow down and think about those days and those words.  The charge was simple- to move 
forward relying solely on the grace of God and being attentive to what God wants for us.  
Those are the same principles we must focus on today as we move into the next chapter of 
our life together.  As excitement builds with the idea of a new building that will house our 
ministry, as anxiety rises perhaps in the face of the fact that we need to all give a little more to 
make that happen, God’s word must sustain us and lead us.  And furthermore, we must 
remain alert to what God wants from us and for us.  So dear friends, I still truly give thanks for 
all of you who are part of Advent’s life.  You have touched me, my family, and the community 
we serve.  May we continue to be excited for living out our calling to share God’s love with the 
world and may we remember to be open to where God is leading us next.   

 
Honored and humbled to be your pastor, 
 
Justin 

 
 

 

A Note from Pastor Justin:  
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11/2 Tamara Brodbent 
11/3 Charlie Chamberlain 
11/4 Robin Heiges 
11/11 Kelsey Hendrickson 
11/12 Carly Mocan 
11/13 Aiden Erfourth 
11/14 Jennifer Woodworth 
11/16 Ellen Fancher 
11/18 Jacob Williams 
11/21 Keri Ann Romberg 
11/21 Kimberly Romberg 
11/23 Steve MacGirr 
11/27 Shirley Ransom 
11/27 Nolan Roper 
 
 
     
 

 
 

 
 

Throughout this month, we ask that you lift these people 
up in your prayers:  
 
We remember in our prayers: The family of Bernard 
Scheele; the Kettinger family; Shelly & Bill Honer; John 
Burch; Natalia Harris; Brian Kaven; Bernice Conrad; 
Mike Buchanan; Mark Harrison; Moss; Ethel Fazel; 
Elden Zang; Bernie Smith; Jim Harris; Roger Bigcraft; 
Carroll Douthitt;  Kelly Lamie-Fulk; Catherine Stabnau; 
Ian Geralds; Lexie Stradinger; Wally Schaub; Peggy & 
John Grumbeck; Arnold Denter; Candy Lakin; Callie 
Hausler; Pastor Len Etzel; Cam Deering; Margie 
Randall; all troops: those deployed and those at home; 
Pastor Roger Sian and Woodside Wesleyan Church; 
Sarah Lindquist (mission work in Africa); and our 
mission here at Advent.   
  

 
 

Prayer List  

  

 

November Readings 
 

Here are the readings for this month: 

Nov 2 Revelations 7:9-17; Psalm 34:1-10, 22 
 1 John 3:1-3; Matthew 5:1-12 
 
Nov 9 Amos 5:18-24; Psalm 70 
 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18; Matthew 25:1-13 
 
Nov 16 Zephaniah 1: 7, 12-18; Psalm 90:1-8 [9-11] 12 
 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11; Matthew 25:14-30 
 
Nov 23 Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24; Psalm 95:1-7a 
 Ephesians 1:15-23; Matthew 25:31-46 
 
Nov 27 Deuteronomy 8:7-18; Psalm 65 
 2 Corinthians 9:6-15; Luke 17:11-19 
 
Nov 30 Isaiah 64:1-9; Psalm 80:1-7, 16-18 
 1 Corinthians 1:3-9; Mark 13:24-37 
   

 

 

January Happy Birthday 

& 

Happy Anniversary! 

 

February Happy 

Birthday & 

Happy Anniversary! 

 

January Happy Birthday 

& 

Happy Anniversary! 

       YOUth Night Wednesday Night - Here’s the scoop! 

 
  3:30 – 5:30 PM Get off the bus right at church. Homework / Reading / Quiet Games 
  5:30 – 6:30 PM Fantastic Food! sponsored by LAUMC @ CEC downtown LA ($2.00) 
  6:30 – 8:30 PM YOUth Group- music, small group, games, snacks, FUN! 
 
  Currently 6

th
 – 12

th
 grades (adult supervision is provided at all times) 
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November  

Happy Birthday!      

Stewardship Update 
 
It is time for our Stewardship appeal…. Mark your 
calendars for November 2

nd. 
 This will be our 

commitment Sunday and will be held at the Lake 
Ann Baptist Camp again this year with a meal to 
follow. Worship at 10:00am, celebration immediately 
following.  We will be joined by Rev. Michael Meier 
as our Key Leader and expect this to be a wonderful 
appeal.  Please begin praying how God may be 
leading you to respond financially this year to the 
ministries of this community.  Remember, our 
ministry has to be supported, and we are ALL called 
to help do this.   
 
As we prepare for this wonderful celebration and 
worship please join me in praying faithfully to God 
about what you are being called to give.  I know very 
much the reality of how hard it is to think of giving 
more to something when we struggle sometimes to 
take care of our commitments already.  But I believe 
that God calls us to give sacrificially and that means 
we feel it, we take a chance, we go a little further 
than what we were comfortable with, and we trust 
that God will continue to provide for our needs.  
Please join Anna and me in considering prayerfully 
increasing your giving for 2009.  Only by the gifts 
that we give, will our ministry continue to grow and 
be effective.  Thanks for who you are and all you do.  
Pastor Justin   
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GROWTH 
Growth: It seems necessary but as I think about it, sometimes costly and uncomfortable.  

With our children, we want them to grow healthy, strong, and wise; but yet there is that tug in our 
hearts to want to hold them on our laps forever. I find myself wishing my kids would only grow in the 
springtime. That would allow me to snip the sleeves off the shirts and legs off the pants ɀ throw a hem into 
ÐÌÁÃÅ ÁÎÄ Ȱ×ÈÁÌÌÁÈȱȟ new summer outfits (at no cost!). For me, no such luck. Our new fall outfits are already 
ÓÔÁÒÔÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÇÅÔ ÓÈÏÒÔȢ 4ÈÅÎ ÃÏÍÅ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÍÐÌÁÉÎÔÓȠ Ȱ-Ù ÓÈÏÅÓ ÁÒÅ ÔÏÏ ÔÉÇÈÔȱȟ Ȱ4ÈÅÓÅ ÐÁÎÔÓ ÍÁËÅ ÍÅ ÌÏÏË ÓÉÌÌÙȱȟ 
Ȱ) ÁÍ ÕÎÃÏÍÆÏÒÔÁÂÌÅȱȢ  

!Ó ) ÁÔÔÅÍÐÔ ÔÏ ÅØÐÌÁÉÎ ÔÏ ÔÈÅÍ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅÒÅ ÁÒÅ ÐÅÒÉÏÄÓ ÏÆ ȰÄÉÓÃÏÍÆÏÒÔȱ ÁÎÙ ÔÉÍÅ ×Å ÇÒÏ×ȟ ) ÒÅÁÌÉÚÅ ÈÏ× 
true that actually is in most situations. Our church is growing in many different ways. We are looking 
forward to a new building. We are experiencing 2 worship services and seeing new faces at each one. Our 
Sunday school classes continue to expand. The After School and Youth Night programs are adding kids 
almost weekly. There are more faces at AM Bible Study. The same concerns of cost and discomfort peak out 
×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÃÈÕÒÃÈȭÓ ÇÒÏ×ÔÈȢ   

As the church grows, the individuals within the church are also growing. And still the same concerns: 
Ȱ)Ô ÃÏÓÔÓ ÍÏÎÅÙȢȱ Ȱ) ÄÏÎȭÔ ËÎÏ× ×ÈÁÔ ÔÏ ÄÏȢȱ Ȱ)ȭÍ ÓÃÁÒÅÄȢȱ Ȱ) ÍÉÇÈÔ ÌÏÏË ÓÉÌÌÙȢȱ 4ÈÅÓÅ ÁÒÅ ÁÌÌ ÖÁÌÉÄ ÔÈÏÕÇÈÔÓ ÁÎÄ 
concerns; however we cannot let this stop us! Growth needs trust, nurture, support, and love.  God wants us 
to grow. He wants us to develop. We do this together with mutual support and love. 

) ×ÉÌÌ ÃÏÎÔÉÎÕÅ ÔÏ ÈÅÌÐ ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐ #ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ %ÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ 9ÏÕÔÈ ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍÓ Ây assembling a Protection 
0ÏÌÉÃÙ ÔÈÁÔ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÕÓÅÄ ÆÏÒ ÁÌÌ ÁÃÔÉÖÉÔÉÅÓȢ ) ÈÏÐÅ ÔÏ ÅÎÃÏÕÒÁÇÅ ÓÔÅ×ÁÒÄÓÈÉÐ ÁÓ ×Å ȰÓÁÖÅȱ ÆÏÒ 7ÁÌÌÙȟ ÏÕÒ ×ÁÔÅÒ 
buffalo.  

 I am hoping that our Spiritual Gifts classes will help the congregation to realize more of their 
potential, and hope to facilitate programs and activities which allow individuals to use their gifts.  

As always, if you feel lead to explore opportunities for growth or ministries, please contact me or 
Pastor Justin. There is such joy in giving where you were meant to give! 

GROW we must . . . but fear not, for Christ is with you! 
Becky MacGirr 
 
 
 
 

  

 

 

The 2nd Baby Pantry brought us three participants who were in need of baby supplies. This is a slight 
increase over last month. At this rate, we'll be serving 13 participants after one year. The end of 
October and the beginning of November will bring a food drive to help the food pantry over at the 
Methodist Church. We are looking for any non - perishable foods. Canned foods, pasta, sauces, etc. are 
welcome. This food drive will conclude on Nove mber 9th. We are hoping to "adopt" three families for the 
Angel Tree Giving again this year between the holidays. Look for posted notes on the bulletin board in 
coming weeks.  

Thank you,   

        Your Outreach Committee   

 

 
 

              

 

 

From the Outreach Committee 
 

 

 

CHURCH GUILD 
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Coming In November   

 
Electronic Giving 

 
Many of you have asked if our church offers an electronic, or automated, option for giving.  Now we 
do!  Save time, simplify your life, and support Advent!  Our new Electronic Giving program is an 
automated program that will allow you to make contributions without having to lift a pen to write a 
check or reach into your wallet for cash! 
 
Here is how it works:  
You authorize a specified amount of money to be electronically transferred directly from your 
checking or savings account to the church account.  You also specify the frequency of the transfer. 
 
It is fast, safe, and easy!  In fact, it is less risky than checks or cash, as it cannot be lost, stolen, or 
destroyed.  The electronic transfer will cost you NOTHING and you save the cost of the check.  The 
church will issue you a donation statement for your tax records, and your bank statements will provide 
you with a record of transfer as additional proof of your contributions.  Donations via electronic 
transfer can be made to our general fund or our building fund. 
  
Of course you can cancel your authorization of transfer at any time.  But we believe that once you 
have enjoyed the convenience and savings of this new program, you won't want to go back to the 
"old-fashioned" way of contributing to your church! 
 
One simple and easy to use authorization form can begin your electronic contribution amount.  The 
authorization form and "Answers to frequently asked questions" are both available by contacting the 
church office.  Please enroll today to start enjoying the convenience of automatic electronic giving. 
 
******************************************************************************************************************* 
 

                                                                                  

 
CHURCH GUILD 
 

 
 

Pampered Chef Party 
November 7th 

6:00pm 
 

There will be a PAMPERED CHEF fund 
raiser in the Lake Ann Township Hall. 

Funds will go towards our new building.  
Please plan on attending, buying kitchen 
gadgetry and maybe even stepping up to 

host a party of your own-oh and don't forget 
the eating!  The more we sell and the more 

parties we book the closer we are to being in 
our own building. 

Call Sue Olson 933-4206 for more info on 
how to help. 

 

L.A. Snow Pine Festival approaches! 
 

The date is set: Saturday, February 21st. 
There will be several activities to participate in 
and there will be many ways to serve. Please 
see Becky MacGirr for a list of events. As in 
the past, this is a community event which is 
facilitated with the help of any individuals in 

the community. The events are free. Donation 
cans are available. Monies collected will be 
distributed to local pantries and memorial 

funds after expenses. Advent Lutheran Church 
Baby Pantry is one of the recipients of said 

funds. 
Becky’s cell number is (231) 620-1987. 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 
 
 

 

Advent Acts Page 5 of 6 

The following people are assisting in worship 

this Month. 
 

 

The following people are assisting in worship 

this Month. 
 

 

The following people are assisting in worship 

this Month. 
 

 

The following people are assisting in worship 

this Month. 
 

Communion Bread: Shirley Ransom 
Altar Guild: Wendy Roelofs 

 
November 2 
Lake Ann Baptist Camp   

10:00 Service  
Assisting Minister:  Jeff Wentzloff 
Ushers: Ryan Brady, Jim Harris & Bob Sutton 
Communion: Cher Baumann & Shirley Ransom  
Acolytes: Aaron Hockenberger & McKenna Cudney   
 

November 9 
Fellowship: Education Committee 

8:00 Service  
Assisting Minister:  Ryan Brady 
Ushers: John & Evan Mocan 
Communion: Richard Andersen & Bob Sutton 
Acolyte: Miranda Stradinger 

11:00 Service  
Assisting Minister: Carole Zang 
Ushers: Chad Schwendemann & Gary Wertz 
Communion: Nancy Ackerman Will & Hannah Will 
Acolyte: Addison Bank 

 
November 16 
Fellowship: Choir 

8:00 Service  
Assisting Minister: Cher Baumann 
Ushers: Ben & Jan Price 
Communion: Emily Bramer & Allie Roelofs 
Acolyte: Noah Weichert 

11:00 Service  
Assisting Minister: Ellen Fancher 
Ushers: Al & Irma Komoll 
Communion: Becky Douthitt & Anna Grimm 
Acolyte: Emily Fancher 
 

November 23 
Fellowship: Outreach Committee 

8:00 Service  
Assisting Minister: Tom Peterson 
Ushers: John & Mary Jeffrey 
Communion: Mathew Branch & John Mocan 
Acolyte: A.J. Kettinger 

11:00 Service  
Assisting Minister: Lis Bank 
Ushers: Clint & Becky Douthitt 
Communion: Steve & Michael MacGirr 
Acolyte: Addison Bank 
 
 

November 30 
Fellowship: Stewardship Committee 

8:00 Service  
Assisting Minister: John Mocan 
Ushers: Mathew Branch & Bob Sutton 
Communion:  Ben & Jan Price 
Acolyte: Evan Mocan 
 

11:00 Service  
Assisting Minister: Juanita Weber 
Ushers: Mike Achorn & Elfie Steigerwald 
Communion: Mike Achorn & Becky MacGirr 
Acolyte: A.J. Kettinger 

SUNDAY EDUCATION    Featuring: AKALOO for all ages. 
 
Akaloo means ñto followò.  ñTo Followò the teachings of Christ, our parents, and our mentors ï we have chosen an 
intergenerational curriculum with something for everyone.  We have tucked our Sunday morning education program 
right in the middle of great food and fellowship! We have activities for all ages. 
 
Nursery (up to age 3): stories, playtime, and age appropriate projects 
Pre-K (3yrs & 4 yrs): stories, projects, and games! Check out our Mystery Tub! 
K-1

st 
grade: stories, games, and projects 

2
nd

-3
rd  

grades: mysteries to solve, games to play, lessons to learn 
4

th
 ï 5

th
 ï 6

th
 grades: stories, crafts, games, and yep, even science experiments 

Youth / Confirmation (7
th

-12
th

 grades): starting with Akaloo, then ñHere We Standò for confirmation curriculum 
Adults (of all ages!): stories and discussion drawn from the sermon and from Akaloo 
 

 

ADVENT MUSIC 
 

Choir practice is on Tuesdays at 
7:00pm.  We welcome anyone who 
is interested in joining….no 

experience necessary. 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Advent  
Lutheran 

Church 

P.O. Box 249 
Lake Ann, MI 49650 

Church: 231.275.8031 

Pastor Justin Grimm: 
PastorJustin@charter.net 

Phone: 231.632.0824 

www.adventlakeann.org 
 

Worship with 
Us 

Advent Lutheran Church 
19631 Maple 

Lake Ann, MI 49650 

8:00 & 11:00 
Sunday mornings 

and 

9:30 AM 
Education Hour 

 

ADVENT 
LUTHERAN CHURCH 

PO Box 249 
Lake Ann, MI 

49650 

If you or a loved one is in need of pastoral assistance, donôt hesitate 

to contact Pastor Justin.  

Are you interested in learning about Baptism or Communion for you 

or a family member? Pastor Justin would love to talk with you! Call or 

email him to set up a meeting. 

 

 
 
 
 

Pastoral Assistance 

Church Staff 
 If you need Pastoral Care, are interested in helping out during the service, have an idea 
about a new program, interested in the choir, or want to help out with children and teen 
spiritual growth, please contact one of us.  

Rev. Justin Grimm, Pastor 

Jan Price, Church Secretary 

Church Council 
 Church council meetings are held the fourth Thursday of the month at 7:00 at the church. 
Meeting minutes are available upon request. Please see John Jeffrey or Michelle 
Anderson.  

For a list of your Church Council members, please go to www.adventlakeann.org and click 
on Directory. 
 

Non-Profit Organization 

U.S. POSTAGE 
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Permit No. 6 

Cherie Hockenberger, Director of Music 

Becky MacGirr, Director of Faith Formation 

 

           
Nov 2nd 

Commitment Sunday 
10:00AM 

mailto:PastorJustin@charter.net
http://www.adventlakeann.org/
http://www.adventlakeann.org/

